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Winning Shot 
Guns, bows, knives, 
four-wheelers, 
outerwear, and 
more — this year’s 
collection of 
Best of the Best 
Award winners 
(p- 58) is one of 
our biggest ever. 


76. BATTLE LINES 

Heading off to fight salmon, 
and crowds, on a Great Lakes 
tributary? Here’s how to slip 
under the radar and stick more 
kings. BYJOECERMELE 


78. THE PIG REPORT 

Stakes are high in the war on 
feral swine. New research is 
changing strategies and address- 
ing the role that hunters play. 

BY WILL BRANTLEY 


RA. THE CHASE 

As if stalking pronghorns 
weren’t challenging enough — 
try controlling your nerves 
once you get a big buck in the 
crosshairs, bycolin kearns 


44. NATIONAL SORVEY: 

STRAIGHT TALK FROM THE OEERGOIOES 

Seventy pros reveal secret tac- 
tics, bold opinions, and the truth 
about deer, gear, gimmicks, and 
more, byscott bestul 
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FIREARM SAFETY AND 
RESPONSIBILITY ARE 
ALWAYS IN SEASON 





OWN IT? 


Like you, Project ChildSafe® believes responsible 
firearm owners should secure their firearms 
when they’re not in use to help keep them out of 
the hands of unauthorized individuals. 

We have distributed more than 36 million safety 
kits with gun locks over the past decade and are 
committed to educating even more gun owners 
about safe and proper storage. 


'/ 


Visit ProjectChildSafe.org to learn more about 
secure storage options, take the firearms safety 
pledge, and download tools to help you educate 
others about firearm safety and security. 
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FIRST SHOT 

When rutting bighorn rams 
clash, they’ll take out any- 
thingthatgetsintheway. 


CAMPFIRE 
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THE SEASON 

Allyou need for an epic 
early teal hunt is a cool 
front, a mudflat, and a little 
luck. Plus: HowtoTexas-rig 
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By Will Brantley 
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Guide Talk 


YOU CAN LEARN A LOT FROM THE PROS IF YOU KNOW WHAT 
TO ASK ANO HOW TO LISTEN 



The Entertainers 

Whitetail guides 
Tom Indrebo, Joe 
Gizdic, and Ted 
Marum know that a 
good hunt is also 
about having a few 
laughs. 


Anthony Licata, Editor-in- Chief 
anthony. licata@fieldandstream. com 
@anthor^licata 


OR MANY YEARS I never hunted with a guide and didn’t have much 
interest in a hunt where someone else did most of the work. Then, at a 
conservation-organization fund-raiser, my brothers and I bid on our 
dream hunt: a horsepack bowhunt for elk in the Idaho wilderness. Our 
outfitter was Mike Stockton, a Westerner who stood about 6-foot-6, 
wore a big Stetson and an even bigger beard, and had an endless 
supply of stories about bulls, bears, mistakes, disasters, and epic hunts. In a week with 
Stockton, I learned more about elk hunting, horsepacking, backcountry skills, and the 
Rocky Mountains than I would have in five seasons on my own. 

I’ve since hunted with dozens of guides through my job at FIELD & STREAM. Most of 
these men and women have vast amounts of knowledge and experience and are not shy 
about sharing it. Check out our survey of 70 of the country’s best whitetail guides 
(“Straight Talk From the Deer Guides,” p. 44) to see for yourself. 

If you treat a guided hunt as a chance for someone else to do all the work while you 
simply pull the trigger when it’s time, then, yes, you’ll learn very little. But if you want 
to be a more skilled outdoorsman, there is no better teacher than a good guide. There 
are a few rules, however, to getting the most out of the experience: 

• The guide is in charge. If you have some ideas about tactics, by all means share 
them. Guides want hunters who are engaged. But in the end, follow their advice. 

• Ask lots of questions. Why did he set his stands here? What kind of sign is he looking 
for? The guide will respect this and tell you everything. 

• Pitch in. This is the other way to gain respect and learn. Are they moving some 
stands that night? Offer a hand instead of sitting around camp. Split wood. Help with 
the horses. The more fully you make 
yourself part of the hunt, the more you’ll 
get out of it. 

• Don’t sulk when the action is slow. 

That’s hunting, and the guide is likely 
more upset about it than you are. Keep a 
positive attitude and work with the guide 
to figure out plan B. 

• Finally, field dress your own animal. 

Most guides will do this for clients, but if 
you step up and do it yourself, they’ll re- 
alize you are not there to be pampered 
but are a real hunter. And they’ll treat 
you like one. 


COnTRIBUTOR/ 



“IVe been an i nsane fish- 
erman for as long as I can 
remember,” says outdoor 
writer Mark Modoski. 
He grew up fishing salt- 
water in northern New 
Jersey. It wasn’t until 
laterthat Modoski dis- 
covered his love for 
freshwater fishing, in- 
cluding crappies ("Slab 
Slugfest,” p. 36). "In fall, 
the panfish start to 
school up, and it’s a great 
time to catch crappies.” 



It was a typical outing 
for photographer Lance 
Krueger as he scattered 
apple pieces in afield and 
sat camouflaged against 
a tree. Then he saw "an 
absolutely majestic 
buck.” Krueger says the 
deer hit one heroic pose 
after another— including 
the one on this month’s 
cover. "He reminds me 
of a great thorough bred 
racehorse, like War Ad- 
miral orSeabiscuit.” 
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EWE GOT NAILED 

» Photographer Don Jones 
was 20 yards away from a herd 
of about 40 bighorn sheep on 
an October morning during 
the rut in western Montana 
when these two lyo-class rams 
bowled over a ewe. **She was 
in the wrong place at the 
wron g 1 1 me " says Jones. 

‘H'hey are oblivious to every- 
thing else — I have to be careful 
not to get run over myself. 
Theyre very dramatic^ with 
eyes bulging and constant pos- 
turing around the ewes, lots of 
grunting and growling. They’ll 
be pushing at each other, then 
nothing happens for a while. 
They start to feed, but all of a 
sudden stand upand bang 
heads. A ewe, or a lamb, might 
get in the way. And they play 
dirty. When a ram mounts a fe- 
male, sometimes another ram 
comes up from behind. They 
kick right between the legs, 
“This ewe hrt the ground 
sideways, then popped up and 
went right back to feeding. Boys 
will be boys." —donna l ng 
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CHEERS & JEERS 

A NIGHTTIME KNIFE FIGHT, COUNTRYMEN UP IN ARMS, AND A LEAKED SECRET 




WE’LL DRINK 
TO THAT 
Brandon Johnson 
killed a bear with 
a knife (“Fight to 
Survive,” July 
2015)? That man 
should never 
have to buy him- 
self a beer for the 
rest of his life. 
Jason Ferguson, 
via fieldandstream. 
com 


BEAR IN MIND 

I’m sorry Brandon Johnson was 
mauled and glad he’s recovering, 
but who goes after a wounded 
bear at night unarmed and sepa- 
rated from his pals? I’m not say- 
ing he was asking for it, but if not 
for his poor decisions that night, 
there probably would have been 
a different outcome. A lesson for 
us all to put a little more thought 
into what we’re doing in the wild. 

Richard Wendel, Victor, KY. 

If I take out a bear with my bare 
hands or a knife. I’m going to 
put that on my resume. 

Buckshottoo, 
via fieldandstream. com 


My boyfriend and I were hunting 
in that same area when Dave 
Stornetta went missing. We heard 
the helicopters, but the storm that 
went through there was abso- 
lutely horrible and scary. I even 
said, “I hope they found the 
missing hunter.” It is a remark- 
able story. 

Kathleen Spencer-Ahart, 
via fieldandstream. com 

I read “Fight to Survive” in the 
waiting room at the doctor’s of- 
fice. When the nurse asked me to 
follow her back, I took the maga- 
zine with me so I could finish the 
stories. Thanks for sharing. 

Dan Wagoner, via Facebook 
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CITIZEN SOLDIERS 

I was a bit taken aback by the 
grumpier-than-usual answer Pet- 
zal gave to the reader who asked 
if keeping at least one rifle in a 
military caliber for potential de- 
fense of the country was a good 
idea (Ask Petzal). 

This country was founded by 
farmers, hunters, and merchants 
who banded together to defeat a 
better-trained, better-equipped 
force. How? By knowing how to 
use weapons in defense of their 
homeland. 

With the vast array of quality 
7.62, 5.56, and gmm firearms, a 
better response to this reader’s 
question would be for a person 
to become proficient with a gun 
and hope he or she never needs 
to use it in a military fashion. 

Douglas Clarke, 
Woonsocket, R.I. 


I disagree with Petzal, because 
there is more ammo available in 
.223, .308, and .30/06 than for 
any other caliber. As for compe- 
tency, I believe any hunter or 
shooter can protect this country 
if need be. Petzal is correct — a 
soldier would be more compe- 
tent — but law-abiding citizens in 
this country do more defense of 
home and family than soldiers. 

Ken Zanon, Iron River, Mich. 

DAVID E. PETZAL RESPONDS: 
Read a history book sometime. 
Qeorge Washingtons embattled 
farmers were beaten on a regular 
basis until Baron von Steuben 
formed them into a regular army 
at Valley Forge. Chairman Mao 
said that in any revolutionary 
conflict, the final, deciding ele- 
ment is always a regular military 
force; guerrillas can take you only 


so far. Who are you to argue with 
Chairman Mao, huh? Warfare 
has changed somewhat since the 
days of the smoothbore musket. 

MAN OF STEEL 

I feel vindicated after reading 
Phil Bourjaily’s article “Steel 
Yourself” (Shotguns). I have been 
shooting doves with steel shot for 
years, and my hunting partners 
and I have had numerous discus- 
sions on this topic. 

Their main aversion to steel is 
that they claim it is ineffective — 
although they’ve never actually 
used it. In my experience, it is 
equal to lead at normal ranges, 
and with more shot per ounce, it 
can even be more effective. Sure, 
steel costs a bit more than lead, 
but that should be motivation to 
take better shots. 

Paul Dietrich, Palo Alto, Calif. 


BURN VICTIM 

Stay away from South Dakota 
(“Flyfishing’s Best- Kept Secret,” 
Escapes)! There’s nothing worth 
fishing for here; it’s mostly carp, 
chubs, or bullheads. Montana 
and Wyoming are much better... 
Mike Klocek, via Facebook 

TAKE A BOW 

I think it’s awesome that there 
are so many new companies 
building top-notch bows (“2015 
Flagship Shootout,” Field Test). 
Bow companies can’t just make 
a few tweaks to last year’s mod- 
els and expect to stay relevant. 
Great review, F&S. 

Dave Stromeyer, 
viafieldandstream. com 
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Reader shots from the field. Upload 
yours at fieldandstream.com/gamefaces 


MONSTER IN THE MOUNTAINS 

My friend Dan White harvested this 6 x 6 
bull elkonthe last day of an unguided bow- 
hunt in Montana. It weighed 1,000 pounds 
and tookfour people seven hours to pack 
It down the mountain. — WingergoS 


JACKPOT ROLL 

This was my f i rst I otte ry, an d afte r t h ree 
days of stalkingthe herd, I caught up with 
itonahillsideand hitthis lifetime kill in 
North Dakota. — /yfsee 


SHARPER. STRONGER. 



The sharpest is now even better and 
stronger thanks to partnering with the 
legendary Jim Shockey to develop the 
last knife you'll ever need. 
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BLUEWING 


A mudflat, a 
dozen teal 
decoys, and a 
September cold 
front are all you 
really need to 
welcome back 
duck season in 
a big way 
By Will Brantley 
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PERFECT STORM for 
September teal needn’t be 
much of a storm at all. This 
one simply brought an inch of needed 
rain and a taste of fall when it dropped 
daytime highs from near go degrees 
into the 70s. 

I went scouting the next day, a week 
before the teal opener, and I saw the 
first flock before I even stopped the 
truck. They’re mostly brown this time 
of year, save for the chalk-blue specu- 
lums that always betray. The flock alit 
with what must’ve been a thousand 
more ducks standing on the mudflat. It 
was a veritable bluewing buffet. As a 
river-fed reservoir recedes after a long, 
dry summer, mud shorelines are ex- 
posed, and they’re teeming with vegeta- 
tion, seeds, and invertebrates. The mud 
is sticky and pungent; a rich blend of 
decaying milfoil, fish and, if you’re 
lucky, duck droppings. 

Bluewings are apt to leave at the 
slightest weather change, so I checked 
on them three more times before open- 
ing morning, like a new parent watch- 
ing a baby sleep. They were there each 
time, and I also noticed a big, grassy 
island in the middle of their favored 
flat — the perfect place to hide. 

The only problem I could foresee 
was the popularity of this hunting spot. 
I knew we’d have some competition. 


STAKE YOUR CLAIM 

By 2:30 A.M., I have the boat ready, and 
my buddies Tim and Ryan and I are 
leaving town, determined to be the first 
to the field. We’ve been called crazy for 
getting started at this hour. But to us, 
“crazy” is losing the best spot because 
you wanted an extra hour of sleep. 

It’s a short boat ride to the grass 
island, and we have minimal gear to 
carry. In the tall island grass, a folding 
stool and camo shirt provide plenty of 
concealment. I wear hip boots, but 
there’ve been hunts when shorts and 
Crocs were sufficient. There’s not much 
to the decoy spread, either. I have a 
dozen Texas-rigged GHG Early Season 
teal decoys. (You can get the same 
eclipse-plumage effect by using a dozen 
mallard hen decoys.) I stand in one spot 



Kind of Blue • 
A flock of early-season 
teal fly over Texas. 

week,” Dan says as they 
settle in. “There’s been a 
bunch of them. I’m glad 
we don’t have to fistfight 
a bunch of rednecks for 
this spot.” 

Half a dozen more 
boats motor by us, and 
then, during the 30 min- 
utes before shooting 
light, all goes quiet. 



To us, “crazy” 
is losing the 
best teal spot 
because you 
wanted an 
extra hour of 
sleep. 


and chuck the decoys out into two 
groups, with a lo-yard-wide landing 
space between them, 15 steps from our 
hide in the island grass. Tim grunts a 
nod of approval and stakes out a Mojo 
Dove in the landing zone. Given the 
choice between the wing spinner and 
standard blocks for teal hunting. I’d 
take the spinner. While I now have a 
Mojo Teal that looks better in photos 
than the odd-bird-out dove, I can’t tell 
that it makes any difference to the live 
ducks. They love that dove. 

We drink coffee in the dark for 30 
minutes before the next truck pulls up 
to the boat launch. A two-stroke out- 
board gurgles to a start, and soon the 
boat is bobbing toward us. We shine a 
flashlight from our hide and listen to 
muffled cussing as the boat redirects its 
course to another spot. 

Two more sets of headlights pull to a 
stop at the ramp, and soon, another 
vessel — this one propelled by a mud 
motor — is on the way. We shine our 
light, but they keep coming, finally 
gliding to a stop outside our decoys. 

“We’ve already got this spot, guys,” I 
yell at them. 

I hear a reply in the dark: “Dammit, 
is that you, Brantley?” 

It’s two of our buddies, Danny and 
Dan. We joke that we’ll whip their asses 
if they come up here, but at the same 
time we’re clearing out room for them 
on the grass island. 

“I’ve been watching these ducks for a 


HERE TODAY, GONE TOMORROW 

A bluewing hen quack is unmistak- 
able — it has a fast rhythm and is at once 
high-pitched and raspy, like a sarcastic 
laugh. Ducks are splashing amid our 
decoys as the sky lightens, and several 
hens are quacking together. The birds 
in the spread flush before the legal 
minute, but that gives us just a bit of 
extra light before the next flock — at 
least a dozen birds — roars in from 
behind us, just a few feet over our 
heads. We hit them with teal quacks of 
our own. They bank sharply out front 
before swarming around the motorized 
dove. Tim fires the first shot and drops 
two. The flock knots together and 
springs skyward. We all come up shoot- 
ing and kill seven total. Tim nails two 
more — his limit of four in three shots. 

“I guess I’m done,” he says, casing 
his shotgun. There’s no time to feel 
sorry for him, because the next flock is 
bearing down fast. Within 20 minutes, 
we’re all casing our guns and gathering 
2%-inch hulls. Teal are still buzzing past 
our heads as we gather up the dead 
ducks and decoys and take pictures. 

The air becomes a little unsettled 
later that morning, and by the after- 
noon, a stiff breeze is blowing. Another 
front is brewing. I pull up to the ramp 
just before sunset with binoculars, 
thinking of hunting the mudflat again 
the next morning. There are plenty of 
feathers washed against the grass island. 

But there’s not a teal in sight. © 




HOW TO RIO FOR SHALLOW TEAL 

A good teal spot is rarely more than a foot deep. Texas-rigged decoys 
are the only way to go. You can buy premade rigs (rigemright.com) or 
make your own by threading one end of a 3-foot length of 600-pound- 
test monofilament through the decoy keel and crimping in a 2-inch 
loop. Thread the opposite end through a 3- to 4-ounce egg sinker, then 
crimp in another loop at that end. Roll the lines into a ring and secure 
them with a carabiner. A dozen decoys rigged this way can be set, and 
picked up, in minutes. — W.B. 
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leCH UINDPI^OOF JRCKGT 
UITH SC€^T CONTROL 


DON'T JUST BLEND IN. DISAPPEAR. 

TBUe TIHBCR CRHO DOGSN ' I SOURCG FROM THGpIMBGINRTION. 100% OF THGIB CBMG IS 
HBOe FROM HIGH-RGSOLUTXON DXGITBL IMROCBY^ LRYGR0D FROM THG GROUND UP^ TO 
CONCGRL YOU CONPLeTGLY, BND NOU THG HOST TBUG TO LIFG CRHO IS BVBILROLG OH 
BGDHeRD — THG GGRR MRDG FOB BGBL HUHTGRS, LIKG THG BGDHGBD SCGNT CONTROL TGCH 
UIHDPROOF FLGGCe FULL- ZIP JBCHGT. 3 -LRYGB 0 OHOGD, J4IHDPRO0F FLGGCG^ SCGNT 
CONTROL ZGOLITG TGCHNOLOGY FOR THG ULTIMRTG PGRFORHRNCG UITH THG ULTIHRTG CRHO. 


RCDNCRDO TGCH UINOPROOP JRCKGT RVRILROLG IN TRUE TIHGGR HTC, 
RGRLTRee XTRAO, AND AGALTAGG MAX-10 


Available at basspro.com and other fine retailers. 




THE WILD CHEF 


QUAIL 
SCHNITZEL 
WITH TART 
APPLE 
SALAD 

With this j 
crowd - 
pleasing dish, 
your gamebirds 
are fried to 
crunchy, golden 
perfection 
By Jonathan Miles 


Think schnitzel, and you usually think veal or 
pork: pounded into tenderness, battered, and 
fried to a golden magnificence. But Matt Jen- 
nings, chef at Townsman restaurant in Boston, 
thinks quail. With a crust that shatters with a 
fork, the quail are tucked into a nest of frisee 


lettuce that’s dressed with a honey vinaigrette, 
then get a drizzle of maple syrup. Chukars would 
be great here too— and if you have breasted out 
your birds, pound the meat lightly between lay- 
ers of plastic wrap and proceed with the recipe, 
shortening the frying time accordingly. 
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LARRY THE 
CABLE GUY 
ACTUAL USER 


Prilosec OTC* ** contains medicine once only 
available by prescription, and is the: 

#1 Gastroenterologisf recommended, 

#1 Doctor^ & Pharmacist'''' recommended, and 
#1 Selling" frequent heartburn medicine 
for 9 straight years. 




OniGlliAL WlUBiRRT 


ONE PILL EACH MORNING. 24 HOURS. W^'^osec'. ZERO HEARTBURN.’ 


*lt’s possible while taking Prilosec OTC. Use as directed for 14 days to treat frequent heartburn. Do not take for 
more than 14 days or more often than every 4 months unless directed by a doctor. May take 1 to 4 days for full effect. Not for immediate relief. 
'^+Symphony Health Solutions ProVoice™ Survey, Jan. 2005-Mar. 2014 '^'^Pharmacy Times Surveys, Acid Reducer/Heartburn Categories 2006-2014 

**P&G Calculation based on Nielsen ScanTrack FD+, 2004-2014 
© Procter & Gamble, Inc., 2014 
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INGREDIENTS 

8 quail, deboned if 
desired; if not, 
split in half 

1 cup brown sugar 

1 cup kosher salt 

2 cans (or 24 oz.) 
lager beer 


2 sprigs rosemary 

4 juniper berries 

1 tsp. chile flakes 

2Tbsp. honey 

% cup apple cider 
vinegar 


cup extra-virgin 
olive oil 

1 cup all-purpose 
flour, plus an 
additional cup 

3 cups cornflakes 

1 cup panko 
breadcrumbs 


2 tsp. mustard 
powder 

2 tsp. garlic powder 

2 tsp. onion powder 

2 tsp. sweet paprika 

V^tsp. cayenne 
pepper 


1 tsp. ground black 
pepper 

2 cups buttermilk 

1 Granny Smith 
apple 

1 head frisee lettuce, 
cleaned well 


2Tbsp. maple 
syrup 

Kosher salt and 
freshly ground 
black pepper, 
to taste 


Oil, for frying 



amerislep.com f 


1 Brine the quail: Connbine the brown sugar, 
salt, lager, rosemary, juniper berries, and 
chile flakes in a pot with y2 gallon of water. 
Bringto a boil, then turn off the heat and let 
the brine cool completely. Submerge the 
quail with a small bowl on top to keep them 
under the brine. Marinate for up to 2 hours. 


2 Prepare the vinaigrette: Whisk together 
the honey and apple cidervinegarand 
then,whilewhisking,add the olive oil inathin 
steady stream until incorporated. Season 
with salt and pepper. 


3 Make the dredging mixture by combining 
1 cup flour with the cornflakes, bread- 
crumbs, and spices in a food processor. Pulse 
the mixture until it’s still a little crumbly. 


4 Set up a dredging station by arranging 
three containers close to the stovetop, 
one each for the additional flour, buttermilk, 
and dredging mixture. 


S Bringabout an inch of oil to roughly 325 
degrees in a Dutch oven or deep skillet. 

B Drain the quail and dry them thoroughly 
with papertowels. Take each quail and 
dip it into the flour, coating it thoroughly 
but shaking off any excess. Dip the birds 
intothe buttermilk, then dredgethem inthe 
cornflake mixture, making sure each is com- 
pletely coated. 


7 Lowerthe quail intothe oil and cookthem, 
turning with tongs as needed, until crispy 
and golden, about 4 minutes per side. When 
done, remove them to a paper towel and sea- 
son with salt and pepper. 


B Peel and shave the apple at the last min- 
ute, and combine with the frisee lettuce 
in a bowl. Dress lightly with the vinaigrette. 
(You may not need to use all of the dressing.) 


9 Plate the meal: Place some apple salad on 
each plate and top with two quail. As a fin- 
ishingtouch, drizzle maple syrup evenly over 
the dish and serve. Serves 4 
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ACT OF FISHING, PRESERVES FISHING. 


Every time you purchase a Fishing license or register your boat, a portion oFthe proceeds go toward preserving 
"our nation's coastlines, lakes, rivers and streams. Protecting our memories on the water for generations to come. 




Learn more atTakeHeFishing.org/Conservatipn 


TAKEHEFISHINGrorg 
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PUtSE 

UP. 



GET MORE OF WHAT GETS 
YOUR MOTOR GOING 

with a K&N® performance air 
intake system. It delivers more 
horsepower, acceleration and 
torque — guaranteed — and 
installs in about 90 minutes. 
Order online today and put more 
power right where you want it. 

KNFILTERS.COM | 800-858-3333 



SUPERIOR AmFLOW. 
SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE. 


SOME INTAKE SYSTEMS ARE NOT LEGAL FOR 
SALE OR USE ON ANY POLLUTION CONTROLLED 
MOTOR VEHICLE IN CALIFORNIA OR STATES 
ADOPTING CALIFORNIA EMISSION PROCEDURES. 
SEE KNFILTERS.COM FOR CARB STATUS ON 
EACH PART FOR A SPECIFIC VEHICLE. 



CONSERVATION 


HEROES OF CONSERVATION 

A young Iowan makes the future of pheasant 
hunting his passion By Mike Toth 


ANSEN IS ONLY 23 and al- 
ready has more conservation- 
volunteer experience than many 
twice his age. The treasurer and youth 
program chair of the Northern Polk 
chapter of Pheasants Forever, Hansen 
led the effort to acquire 150 acres of pri- 
vate land in Iowa that is now open to 
public hunting, and rejuvenated an an- 
nual banquet at which attendance and 
fund-raising has more than doubled. As 
treasurer of the Iowa State Council of 


Pheasants Forever, he wrote grant pro- 
posals and requests for land acquisitions, 
which opened up 1,500 acres of state 
land to hunting. He started a shooting 
team as a student at Drake University, 
participates in habitat-improvement 
projects, raises funds for local high 
school shooting teams, and hosts youth 
hunting events. “What Tm doing is so 
much bigger than myself,” says Hansen, 
an analyst for an energy company. “It’s 
for the future of the sport.” 



TELL US YOUR STORY! 


Nominate yourself or a friend as a 
Hero of Conservation. Projects 
featured here receive a $500 grant. 
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The bonded construction and copper shank 
of the Trophy Bonded Tip provide dramatic, 
yet controiied, expansion to maintain weight 
and increase penetration. 


TROPHY BONDED® TIP 


The Trophy Bonded Tip is different than any other hunting bullet, combining bonded construction 
and a bone-crushing solid copper shank with a boat-tail design and polymer tip that tighten groups 
at long range. We load it with Gold Medal® match-grade primers, specially formulated powders and 
the finest nickel-plated brass, and then test its performance twice as often as standard ammunition 
to ensure it meets the rigid specifications of Federal Premium®. Because we know how much is 
riding on every squeeze of the trigger. 

* All performance comparisons based on evaluation of Federal Premium and Federai® standard centerfire rifie ioads. 
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App Store | | tioogic ptay | Experience the Federal Premium mobile app and discover the difference. 


federalpremium.com 







Q^A 

David E. Petzal 

answers your questions 
about guns, shooting, 
hunting, and life 


ASK PETZAL 


Q , What are your expert 
■ thoughts about reload- 
ing double -bullet rounds 
for stopping power? 

-CHRISTOPHER K. JOHNSON, 
BOISE, IDAHO 

A I As far as I know, the 
■ double-bullet idea has 
never worked well enough to be 
used commercially. The Army 
tried and abandoned it in the 
’80s. I wouldn’t attempt to load 
two bullets into a cartridge un- 
less I had put my affairs in order 
and gotten right with God first. 


Q , What is wrong with 
■ deer hunters these 
days ? — WILSON begley jr., 
MANCHESTER, NH. 

■ That is a very general 
■ question and assumes that 
there is something wrong with 
them. What I notice is that they 
don’t seem to have as much fun 
as they used to. The whole busi- 
ness has grown so packed with 
technology, so sedentary, so 
laden with gadgets and how-to 
DVDs — not to mention a neu- 


rotic preoccupation with inches 
of antler — that the joy has gone 
out of it for a lot of people. 


. If you had to use a 
■ rimfire no larger than 
.22 for hogs, would you go 
with.22WMR, .17 HMR, 
or .17 WSM? 

-RYAN DIPRIMA, ROME, GA. 

A I I’ve seen swine killed with 
■ .22s for a pig pull, but they 
were in a pen, 3 feet away, and 
shot in the head. In the wild, I 
would not use a rimfire, period, 
ever. The very smallest cartridge 
I would consider is a .223. 


Q . I have a .44 magnum 
■ handgun I want to use 
for whitetail deer. Should I 
use a scope, a red dot, or 
open sights? 

-MARK MCGUIRE, 
BURLINGTON, IOWA 

A I It depends on how good 
■ your eyes are. If possible, 
try all of the above at the range 
before spending any money. In 


my case, my geezer eyes found a 
scope useful because of the 
magnification, but my geezer 
grip couldn’t hold steady 
enough, so I settled for a red 
dot, which did just fine. All 
things considered, that’s my 
recommendation. 


Q . Do you have any spe- 
■ cific plans for cele- 
brating next year's elec- 
tion of our first female 
president? 

-JON LEELER, MADISON, WIS. 

A I You’re referring to Hillary 
■ Rodham Clinton, of 
course. Carly Fiorina does not 
have a prayer, even though 
nearly wrecking a major corpo- 
ration is excellent training for 
the ongoing destruction of the 
U.S. But I digress. Hillary 
Clinton is Richard M. Nixon 
without the five o’clock shadow, 
and I view her possible election 
much in the way I would look 
at an imminent train wreck — 
with a mixture of horror and 
morbid fascination. Most of my 
contemporaries are contemplat- 


What is your most 
unusual trophy? 

—WES MITLER, 
CARSON CITY, NEV. 

My most unusual 
trophy is one I never 
took. In South Africa, in 
2008, at a water hole, I saw a 
creature that looked like a 
striped mule. I was the first 
client to see the beast, 
which the locals called the 
zonkey. It was half zebra, 
half donkey. (Love found a 
way.) I could not bring 
myself to shoot it. IVe never 
heard ofanother zonkey or 
met anyone who has. Years 
later some son of a bitch did 
kill it, and IVe always been 
proud that it was not I who 
pulled the trigger. 


ing suicide or applying for 
Swiss citizenship should she 
assume the Oval Office. I’m 
more upbeat. I think every day 
will bring a new Watergate, 
and we will see chaos, corrup- 
tion, and cronyism on a scale 
never before imagined. © 


li 


GOT A QUESTION FOR OUR RIFLES EDITOR?] 


Send it to askpetzal(g)fieldandstream.com. We cannot guarantee polite answers to all questions. 
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SHOTGUNS 


THE 100-YARD SHOT 

Learn how to bust clay targets from a 
football field away— and hit more real 
birds as a result ByPhiiBourjaiiy 


O REGULAR FULL-CHOKE SHOTGUN packing your typical game load can 
break a belly-on clay bird even if it’s so far away it looks like a speck arcing 
across the vast blue Texas sky. If I could learn to hit targets at too yards, I 
could teach you to hit more birds at 35. That was my story, anyway, and I stuck to it as 
I backed farther and farther away from the tallest tower at the 74 Ranch near San Anto- 
nio, where Td met OSP School instructor Gil Ash for an Advanced Sporting Clays 
clinic. When I finally pulled the trigger from a football field away, I had a long time to 
wonder if the shot would connect as I waited for the pellets to reach the target. 

Four of the five shooters in my group broke the too -yard clay more than once, and what 
I learned about hitting targets at twice the distance I would ever attempt at a live bird will 
help you knock down crossers at any range. Here are four key takeaways. 

1 GET THE LEAD 

While most of us learn to hit crossing shots by swinging through the target, it’s much 
easier to hit longer crossers by inserting the muzzle in front of the bird from the beginning 
and keeping it there. This makes the target seem to fly slower, as you don’t have to rush to 
catch it from behind — which, in turn, helps you keep your composure and make the shot 
in a more controlled manner. Starting in front works as well with 30- to 35-yard crossing 
shots as it does with the extremely long ones we took. In fact, I use this method, instead 
of the bird hunter’s swing-through technique, on crossers at almost any range in the field, 
save for the very close birds that take me by surprise, such as teal sneaking into the decoys. 


Z STAY AHEAD 

As the bird comes toward the muzzle, 
match its speed with the gun. Then “run 
with it” — as Ash puts it — for an instant 
before pulling the trigger. In the field, I had 
developed the habit of speeding up my 
follow-through on crossers. You can get 
away with that at close range, but because 
an increase in muzzle speed has a greater 
effect at longer ranges, even a slight accel- 
eration can put your shot pattern feet ahead 
of the target. “Same speed at the end,” Ash 
intoned over my shoulder throughout the 
first day of the clinic until I finally got it. 

3 FOCUS FRONT 

Leading up to the clinic. Ash had as- 
signed me the “three-bullet drill” as 
homework. I set three shotgun shells 8 to 
10 inches apart on a shelf. Standing across 
the room with an unloaded gun in the 
low-ready position, I locked my eye on 
the center shell and then mounted the gun 
on the right or left target. I did this for 
about five minutes a day. Why? Because 
Ash kept sending me nagging e-mails and 
phone messages to do my homework. But 
also, as he told me later at the clinic, be- 
cause “you have to accept the gun in your 
sight picture.” 

The three-bullet drill (yes, I know that 
they’re not actually bullets) teaches you to 
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get comfortable looking in one place and 
pointing the gun in another. This is necessary 
because if you look down the barrel while 
taking your lead, you’re no longer focusing on 
the target. The key is to see the barrel in your 
peripheral vision while keeping your eye 
locked on the bird. With left-to-right crossers 
(for right-handers), you see the target just to 
the left of the barrel. For right-to-left crossers. 


you have to look across the barrel to see the 
bird on the right. 

When I shot 40- to 60-yard crossers at the 
clinic, I didn’t think How far out front should 
1 hold? I only thought. See it across the barrel 
on left-to-rights (I’m left-handed) or See it to 
the right of the barrel for right-to-lefts. As 
long as I kept my eye on the target, not the 
barrel, my hands would find the right lead by 




Want to see more of this 
building? Text^^MYDREAM^' 
to 31313 to see a virtual tour 
or visit mortonbuildings.com! 



MORTON 

BUILDINGS' 


®2015 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses. Carrier messaging and data rates may apply. Consent not required for 
purchase. You will get a max. of 2 messages from Morton Buildings. Messages may be computer-generated. The statements and opinions about products expressed here 
are those of a specific customer and should not be construed to represent all buildings, materials or products sold by Morton Buildings. Ref Code 581 


themselves, kind of like relaxing the reins and 
giving a horse its head. 

4 DRILL DOWN 

Ash’s fellow instructor Steve Brown led my 
group when we tried the loo-yard bird. 
Throughout that day. Brown stressed hard 
focus on the target. Most people, he said, can 
only maintain hard focus on a moving object 
for half to three-quarters of a second. If you 
drill down your focus too soon, your eyes come 
off the target at the wrong time. Instead, he told 
us to watch the bird, and then to narrow our 
focus to a specific part of it just before the shot. 

We didn’t look merely at the front edge of 
the 100 -yard clay; we looked at it like a clock- 
face and picked an hour. I tried a 9 o’clock 
focus on a right-to-left bird, then 8 o’clock, as 
it seemed to be falling, but neither with any 
success. Then I focused hard at 10 o’clock, and 
the bird came apart in a starburst. Next shot, 
same focal point, same result, and before I 
could do it again, I was engulfed in a bear hug 
from Brown. I can’t tell you exactly how much 
lead I gave that bird, except that it was a lot, 
but I can tell you exactly where I looked at it. 

Back home, 30- and 40-yard crossers were 
suddenly chip shots — and that’s the real value 
of taking shots you would never try in the field. 
Once you’ve swung a gun a UPS -truck-length 
ahead of a target and seen it break, leading a 
duck or goose a few feet seems like a gimme.® 


GEAR TIP 


KEEP IT SIMPLE 

The quick-strike wood duck hunter and 
thewaterfowlerwhohikesto potholes 
and beaver ponds doesn’t want or need a 
ton of gear. Forthe minimalist, LL Bean’s 
new Waterfowler Pro Vest Pack ($99; 
llbean.com) has loops for half a dozen 
shells and small pockets to hold the rest 
of the box, plus storage for odds and 
ends. I could just fit five mallard blocks 
into the mesh bagthat clips to the back; 
the vest front has enough game straps to 
bring homealimit when the huntingis 
good. I’d like a water-bottle pocket, but 
that’s the only change I’d make. — P.B. 
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SUNDOWN 

BROWNS 

Big trout in 
lakes cruise 
close to shore 
this month. To 
hook them, get 
set to burn the 
midnight oil 

By Jimmy Fee 



CRASH THE CREEK Search- 
ing browns gravitate to mud 
bottoms and shoreline cover, 
but they really concentrate on 
where creeks enter a lake. Visit 
these areas after a rain, which 
increases the flow, and you’ll be 
casting to more fish. 


If your lake holds any type of 
brown trout— wild, holdover, 

> or stocked— these fish will be 
on the move this month, look- 
ing for the perfect spawning 
habitat. They’re after a creek to run up, 
but even if none exists, they’ll still cruise ^ 


near the shore, feeding heavily as they 
search. Most of this activity takes place 
in the dead of night, but if you’re will- 
ing to play in the dark, a well-presented 
stickbait can land you the monster 
brown you’ve been dreaming about 
Here’s the routine. * 


WAKE THEM UP Nothing 
gets nighttime browns fired up 
like a stickbait waking across the 
surface. If a steady retrieve fails 
to draw explosive surface strikes, 
an occasional pause can turn an 
unseen follower into a biter. You’ll 
hear the bite before you feel it, so 
let the rod load before swinging. 
Browns often have lousy aim after 
dark and may miss a lure once or 
twice before connecting. 








BE IN THE DARK Big browns 
are less likely to enter the shal- 
lows and feed on the surface 
under the bright light of the Har- 
vest Moon. Concentrate your ef- 
forts on cloudy nights, or nights 
surrounding the new moon. 




EVENING WARES 

Choice gear 
for night browns 


DRAW PARALLELS Cast par- 
allel to the shoreline or angling 
toward it. The trout follow the 
contour of the bank, and casts 
made at an angle (as opposed 
to straight out from the bank) 
will keep your bait in productive 
water for longer. 




GO ALL THE WAY After-dark : _ 7 
browns have a habit of swiping 
at a lure just as it's about to be 
pulled from the water. Be sure to 
fish each retrieve all the way to 
the rod tip. 






BANK ON IT Brown trout will 
venture into inches of water at 
night. If the bank is clear, you 
won't even need to get your feet 
wet. I've spooked enough fish on 
my first step into the lake that I 
now make it a habit to take a cast 
or two before even dipping a toe. 


[f] NORTHLAND FISHING 
TACKLE BUCKAROO JIG 

When wind puts a chop on the 
lake, a hair jig bounced along 
the bottom to imitate a juvenile 
perch, smallmouth bass, or 
crayfish can score more strikes 
than a waking stickbait. Opt for 
dark colors like black or brown. 
$2.49; northlandtackle.com 


[2] FENWICK 
ELITE TECH RIVER 
RUNNER LIGHT 

The 6-foot 9-inch River 
Runner L-FS-2 launches 
^ long casts to cover more 
of the lake's shoreline. 
Its light action makes 
sport of smaller browns, 
but it has enough back- 
"" bone to tame a big 

hook-jawed buck. $150; 
- fenwickfishing.com 






[3] RAPALA JOINTED Jog 

The 3y2-inch J09 may seem like 
a mouthful for most browns, 
but bigger is better for drawing 
strikes after dark. On a slow 
retrieve, the lure stays on the 
surface, sending out wounded- 
baitfish vibrations and a big 
- V-wake. $10.49; rapala.com 
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TRICK OUT 
YOURTREESTAND 

SIT PRETTY ALL LALL WITH 
THESE EIGHT EASY UPGRADES 

> By Michael R. Shea 


With $125 worth of easy add- 
ons and D.LY. tweaks, you can 
turn a favorite ladder stand, like my 
Millennium L220 ($400; millennium 
stands.com), into a silent Barca- 
lounger in the sky— comfortable 
enough to sit in all day and quiet 
enough to get the drop on the cagi- 
est bucks. Whether you’re enduring 
a rainstorm or a freeze, these im- 
provements will help keep you in the 
hunt for as long as it takes. 


1 Even the best stand 
can use extra pad- 
ding. Add a stadium 
seat, such as the 
Browning Tracker 
XT ($45;midwayusa. 
com), to cushion 
your butt and back 
through the long 
season ahead. 

2 A steady drizzle 
often puts deer on 
the move. Attach a 
collapsible tree um- 
brella, like the Allen 
Instant Tree Roof 
($20; amazon.com), 
to stay dry when the 
weather turns wet. 

3 Zip-tie a strip of 
rubber Multi-Mat 
($5.79 per foot; 
tractorsupply.com) 
along the platform 
to keep it silent 
and prevent bare 
metal from sucking 
warmth out of your 
boots. 

4 Mount a bow 
holder, like the 
Third Hand Bow 


Rest ($i2;eders. 
com), so when 
a deer appears, 
you can grab your 
bowwith minimal 
movement. 

5 Add grip tape ($7; 
amazon.com) to the 
ladder rungs and the 
footrest for better 
traction and to pre- 
vent the squeak of 
boot soles on metal. 

6 Silence moving 
parts like lock pins 
and loose hinges 
with cloth hockey 
tape ($6; amazon, 
com). 

7 Tie on a heavy- 
duty, permanent 
pull-up rope, like the 
Big Game Magna Lift 
($20; cabelas.com), 
for hassle-free, quiet 
ascents. 

SAttachacupholder 
($2; ebay.com) to the 
shooting rail foryour 
go-to beverage. That 
is Gatorade, right? 
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New York Times bestselling author and survivalist 
expert Tim MacWelch and Outdoor Life prepare 
you to combat whatever you encounter, take 
immediate action, and live to see another day. 
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Bad things can happen to 
the best equipment when 
pushing your own iimits 
in the fieid. if your Nikon 
rifiescope, binocuiar or 
Fieidscope is damaged in 
the process, we have your 
back. Send it to us and 
we’ii repair or repiace it. 



For fuii detaiis of the Nikon 
No-Fault Policy visit 

NikonSportOptics.com 
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SKILLS 


STRIKE FORGE 

FINALLY GOT A MUSKIE TO EAT YOUR FLY? NOW HIT 
HIM LIKE YOU MEAN IT > By Joe Cermele 


B You’ve made 9,999 casts, and on lucky No. 10,000, the muskie 
of a lifetime shoots out from behind a submerged tree and ham- 
mers your fly. Now is not the time to panic (even though your heart 
will be thumping out of your chest) . If you can remember these rules, 
you’ll put your trophy in the net. 



STRIKE LOW... 

The biggest mistake 
anglers make when 
a muskie hits is lift- 
ing the rod to set the 
hook. Nine times out 
of io, this will fail to 
drive the point into 
the fish's bony jaw, and 
you'll watch it swim 
off after spitting your 
fly. Strip set, strip set, 
strip set! Alow strike 
angle helps drive 
hooks home. 



...AND REPEAT 

You remembered to 
strip set and now the 
fish is pinned...orso 
you think. Quite often, 
the fly material gets 
caught in the teeth on 
the roof of the muskie's 
mouth. You think 
you're glued, but a few 
head shakes later, out 
pops the streamer. A 
couple more strip sets 
should provide deal- 
sealing insurance. 



FIGHT SIDEWAYS 

You want to keep the 
pressure on and the 
fish “hammered," as 
muskie nuts say. To 
do that, fight the fish 
with the rod parallel to 
the water and bowed 
up hard with pres- 
sure from the side. If 
the fish pulls right, ap- 
ply constant pressure 
from the left, and vice 
versa — until your tro- 
phy is in the boat. 








Drury ^tdoors and r^spectlv^ logos ana < 
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Terry Drury 

Drury Outdoors- 


Exceptional low-light performance, 
extraordinary resolution and effortless 
handling are the requisites of binoculars 
built to triumph every minute spent in 
the field. Count on the uncompromisingly 
rugged MONARCH series to tenaciously 
pull its weight through a lifetime of 
the best and the worst of conditions. 
Become heir to the greatest family 
in hunting. 




Nikon is dedicated to quaiity, performance and total customer satisfaction, If your Nikon Binocular Riflescope or Fieldscope 
requires service or repair not covered by our Limited Lifetime Warranty, just send it to us and Nikon will repair or replace it, For 
complete details, visit NikonSportOptics.com 
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TACTICS 


FIND THE FARMER In the old days, you could identify 
landowners byresearching PVA (Property Value Administra- 
tion) maps at the local town office. Some counties have these 
maps available online now, but the interface is frequently 
cumbersome. These days, after spotting promising deer 
ground or afield full of feeding geese, I markthe location with 
the Hunt app from OnXmaps. With the premium annual subscription 
($30; huntinggpsmaps.com), it quickly identifies landowner names and 
clearly shows property boundaries. 

After jotting down the owner information, I scale back for a wider 
view of surrounding parcels. Many farmers own several smaller blocks 
of land, rather than one contiguous tract. You might gain permission 
to more land than anticipated. 


BE A SOCIAL SLEUTH It’s much easierto approach afarmer as a 
“friend of Bill’s” than as a total stranger. Once I know the farmer’s name, 
I run it through a Google search and Facebook. It’s amazing what you’ll 
find on social media. lnonecase,thedaughterofaguywhoowneda 
promising woodlot was engaged to an old high school friend of mine. 
Anothertime, I learned that a neighboring property was leased byagun 
club — a sure sign of heavy hunting pressure. 


PASSWORD 
TO PERMISSION 

UNLOCK HUNTING ACCESS 
TO PRIVATE LAND WITH 
YOUR SMARTPHONE 

> By Michael R. Shea 


D You’ re driving a back road 
and spot a silage field full of 
geese or a beanfield full of deer. 
With a smartphone and a cell signal, 
you can figure out who owns the 
field, where the property boundar- 
ies are, who owns the surrounding 
parcels, and who the landowner’s 
friends are in about 10 minutes. 
Research like that has gotten me 
onto more than one new piece of 
ground— and more than one limit of 
geese. Here’s how I do it. 



MAP YOUR APPROACH Next, I take a hard look at the property in 
satellite mode on Google Maps. Is there a ravine, road, or outbuilding 
that will make it difficult to hunt or provide additional access points? Is 
there a potentially better hunting spot that’s not visible from the road? 
How will the prevailing winds affect your approach and strategy? 



KNOCK ON THE DOOR Politely askingfor permission in person is 
still the best way to seal the deal. Tell the farmer whoyou know and how 
you hope to use the property. A little research provesyou’re serious 
and thorough— traits that will often sway a landowner to say “yes.” 
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EXPERTS 


SLAB 

SLUGFEST 

A MIDWEST PRO 
SHARES HIS 
ONE-TWO COMBI 
NATION FOR 
NAILING TROPHY 
FALL CRAPPIES 

> By Mark Modoski 


When early- 
fall water 
temperatures drop , 
into the mid 50s, 
crappies go on a 
feeding tear, gorg- 
ing to put on weight 
for winter. “There’s 
no better time of 
year to hammer 
trophy- size slabs,” 
says Scott Smith 
of Crappie Xtreme 
guide service in 
Illinois. To capital- 
ize on their ultra- 
aggressive feeding 
behavior. Smith 
hits crappies with a 
one -two punch of 
spider rigging and 
vertical jigging. But 
which tactic scores 
the knockout de- 
pends on where you 
find the fish. 




LOAD UP ON 
SUSPENDERS 

Fall crappies often sus- 
pend in open water, 
chasing schools of bait- 
fish. To target them. 
Smith uses a spider rig, 
which gets its name 
from the eight rods ex- 
tending off the front of 
the boat — in Smith's 
case from a pair of 
Driftmaster rod hold- 
ers that accept four 
rigs each. He deploys 
lo-foot crappie rods 
matched with small 
spinning reels spooled 
with 4- to 8-pound-test. 
Small crappie tubes 
workwell, but Smith's 
go-to are live min- 


nows, which he rigs on a 
V32-ounce jighead with 
a y 4 -ounce weight fixed 
about 18 inches above 
the bait. 

Fan the rods across 
the bow with the tips 
5to 10 inches above 
the water and lines 
dropped at various 
depths, depending on 


Charlotte’s Rig Eight 
rods are better than one 
for suspended crappies. 


where you're marking 
crappies. Move the boat 
ever so slowly — y4 to y2 
mph — with the trolling 
motor. The spider rig 
creates the illusion of an 
entire school of baitfish 
swi m m i ng toget her. 

WIN ON POINTS 

If the fish aren't yet sus- 
pended, Smith jigs ver- 
tically over brushpiles 
i n 1 o to 1 2 feet of water, 
focusing on cover at or 
near the top of a break, 
which he says holds 
the largest numbers 
of good fish. He keeps 
working over brush 
until he hits a crap- 
pie. “They school this 


time of year, so if you 
find one, you've likely 
found a bunch more." 
Smith's jig of choice is a 
ys-ounce pink jighead 
tipped with a Southern 
Pro tube; he varies the 
color to see what works 
best that day. If wind or 
current make it tough 
to keep tubes over the 
sweet spot, he'll step 
up to a y 6-ounce jig- 
head. When he gets a 
bite,Smith simply lifts 
the fish out of the wa- 
ter and into the boat. By 
not taking in line with 
the reel, he ensures 
the bait falls to the 
same depth on the next 
drop — right back into 
the hungry school. 
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VETERANS FOUGHT FOR OUR WAY OF LIFE. 
IT’S OUR DUTY TO FIGHT FOR THEIRS. 


America's 22 million veterans should get what they were promised. DAV helps 
veterans of all ages and their families get the health, disability and financial 
benefits they earned. And we connect them to vital services like claims 
assistance, medical transportation and job resources. If you’re a veteran who 
needs free help, or you’d like to help us keep the promise, visit DAV.org. 
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With its double-thick 
adhesive, heavy-duty 
cloth backing and rugged 
outer shell, Gorilla Tape 
sticks to rough, uneven 
and unforgiving surfaces. 
It’s Gorilla Tough, every time. 
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on Planet Earth* 
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TIPS 

PLAY DUMB 

GET YOUR BOW BACK AND MAKE THE SHOT BY 
RECOGNIZING A MULE DEER’S EATAL ELAW > By wni Brantley 


Eastern whitetail hunters chasing mule deer for the first 
- time often arrive at this conclusion: Man, these big-eared 
deer are dumb. Of course, that’s not entirely accurate. 

Allowamuley buck to catch a whiff gressivewith mule deer than you can 
of you on a swirling thermal, and he'll with whitetails,” says Colorado guide 

disappear as fast as an Alabama white- Miles Fedinec. “That's a mistake many 
tail. But in general, a mule deer is far Eastern hunters make. When a mule 

more tolerant of seeingyou than is a deer buck stands up before they're 

whitetail. And that's the key to getting ready, they try to hide when they 

off an arrow. should be preparing to shoot. 

When the buckyou're stalking sud- “On average, a mule deer will stand 

denly sees or hears you and stands up, there for five to io seconds regard- 

it's no time to panic — and certainly no less of what you're doing, and if you 
time to stay tucked in behind cover. have a good shot angle, there's no 

“You can absolutely be more ag- reason to wait." 









Real'world reliability is the most important feature any manufacturer can build into a firearm. That's 
why it was the first priority when we set about developing the Browning Maxus. 


AVAILABLE AT 



'^^ CA’S premier 
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GEAR SMARTS 


We’d all like battalions of trail cameras at our disposal, just as much 
as we’d like thousands of dollars in extra cash to buy them. The 
A SINGLE CAMERA CAN LOCATE truth is, a decent camera is expensive, so most hunters own just one or 
YOUR BUCK— IF YOU KNOW two. You can still pinpoint an early-season buck with a single camera, but 

HOW TO USE Yl > By Josh Honeycutt you have to be smarter about using it. Follow this five-step strategy. 




[ 1 ] 

BUY RIGHT 

Get a camera that offers as many of these 
features as possible: hybrid mode (time 
lapse plus motion detection), video mode, 
infrared or black flash, panoramic capability, 
and a fast trigger speed. I personally like the 
Moultrie Panoramic 150 for all of the above 
($240; moultriefeeders.com). 

[2] 

TAKE INVENTORY 

Key food sources like cropfields attract num- 
bers of deer, butyou need a specific draw- 
like a mineral lick or even a mock scrape on the 
edge — to get a good look at all the players. Set 
the camera to hybrid mode for this step, and 
angle it to monitor as much of the field edge as 
possible. Leave it for at least a week. 


[3] 

PICK A BUCK 

You may see several shooter bucks, but 
you’re lookingforone that shows up in day- 
light — or at least close to it. He’s killable. The 
first photo in each series of shots is the most 
telling because it shows what direction he’s 
comingfrom. Generally speaking, butts point 
toward beds in the evening, and heads point 
toward beds in the morning. 

[4] 

GET TO KNOW HIM 

Combine aerial and contour maps withyour 
camera Intel to determine likely beddingar- 
eas. Then put boots on the ground — carefully. 
It’s best to scout at midday byyourself, and re- 
member to keep the wind in your face to help 
control scent. Early in the season, bucks com- 


monly bed within looyards of food sources. 
Walkthe field edge and check primary and 
secondarytrails for sign. You’re lookingfor big 
tracks and fresh rubs. 

[5] 

GET THE CLOSING SHOT 

Post the camera on the most promisingtrail 
2oyards from the edge of the field. Put it in 
video mode to monitor behavioral details, 
and leave it for three days. Ifyour buck shows 
up in daylight, hunt him immediately. If he ar- 
rives after dark, move farther away from the 
food. If he doesn’t appear at all, move to the 
next trail and don’t get discouraged. A buck’s 
core area is approximately 75 acres in early 
fall. It may take time to nail him down with 
just one camera, but when you do, the odds 
of shooting him are high. 
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IN OUR NATIONAL SURVEY, 7U WHITETAIL 
EXPERTS DISH THE TRUTH ON TOP TACTICS, 
GREAT GEAR, GIMMICKS, AND BIG-BUCK B.S. 
PLUS, THREE OF THE COUNTRY’S BEST AND MOST 
OUTSPOKEN PROS SHARE BOLD OPINIONS AND 
THEIR DEADLIEST EARLY-SEASON AMBUSHES ^ 


By Scott BestuI, with Will Brantley, 
Adrienne Donica, Josh Honeycutt, 
and Dave Hurteau 


X Photographs by Michael Sugrue 
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When it comes to deer hunting 
equipment, these guys have either 
used it or seen it used— and can tell 
you what works, how to use it, what 
to leave home, and what to never 
buy in the first place 


LISTEN UP! 


Featured Guide: Ted Marum, Tri-State 
Outfitting owner (tri-stateoutfitting.com) 
Location: Iowa, Missouri, and Wisconsin 

Biggest Buck: 167" gross typ. 

Biggest Client Buck: 193 ' gross typ. 

On Scent Control: “I think it’s mostly b.s. 

I believe you can reduce your scent a bit, 
but only if you do the entire program — every 
time. I don’t want to work that hard for what 
is really only a slight edge. I want hunting to 
be fun and simple. Go to the stand where the 
wind is right. You hung it there for a reason.” 


“IF TRAIL CAMERAS 
WERE MADE ILLE- 
GAL TOMORROW IT 
WOULDN’T DOTHER 
ME A Dll I HATE 
THAT THEY LEAD TO 
ANTLER ENVY.” 


On Trail Cams: “I run more than most, 
but if they were made illegal tomorrow it 
wouldn’t bother me a bit. I hate that they 
lead to antler envy. Someone gets a pic of a 
buck, and suddenly they own the animal. 
Then they’re jealous, or even furious, when 
a neighbor kills ‘their’ deer. Not long ago, 
you’d kill a 145-inch buck, and your neigh- 
bors would be happy for you. Now they’re 
pissed off because they know from their 
pics that he was only 3/2 years old, and ‘he 
needed another season or two to get really 
big.’ It’s ridiculous.” 

On Educated Bucks: “Hunters give bucks 
way too much credit for intelligence. There 
are some really wary bucks, but most are 
very curious. You want the best trail-cam 
pics of the bucks in your area? Find a good 
trail, like a logging road, and drive a stick 
in the middle of it. Hawk up a big goober, 
and spit it on the tip of the stick. Every buck 
walking down that road is going to stop and 
smell that thing.” 

On Youth Seasons: “I love nothing more 
than getting a kid into deer hunting. I have 
friends who complain that kids shouldn’t get 
an early start; they should have to learn deer 
hunting like we did, by freezing their butts 
off. Well, kids are different today. They have 
tons of things competing for their time and 
attention. We need to step up and rope them 
in any way we can.” 

Favorite Early-Season Tactic: “You’ll 
often have an early-season buck that is 
entering a field or food plot where there are 
no stand trees or where the wind is tricky. 
That’s when I look for a good stand tree 
along the same edge, but where the prevail- 
ing wind will be perfect. Then I make a 
series of mock scrapes along that edge lead- 
ing toward the stand — but stopping short 
of it. Finally, I cut a small cedar or red oak 
tree — because bucks love to rub and scrape 
under those species here — and I drive it into 
the field directly in front of the stand, within 
easy bow range. 

“Now the buck will follow those mock 
scrapes to my stand, and instead of walking 
right under the set, he’ll veer out to check 
that tree, giving me a perfect shot angle. And 
even if the buck doesn’t enter on my side of 
the field, he’s going to come check out that 
tree eventually. If you really want to sweeten 
this setup, cut all potential licking branches 
except the ones on your side of the field. 
Bucks will not scrape without that licking 
branch, so if they want to do it — and trust 
me, they do — they have to come to you.” 
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LANCE KRUEGER (TRAIL CAM) 



1. What is the most reliably 
effective broadheatl? 

Fixed-blade 72.8% 

Mechanical 27.2% 

Favorite Model: Muzzy 
MX3orMX4 


2. What type Of broadhead leads 
to the most lost deer? 



Least Favorite Model: 

Rage 2-Blade 

“I cringe a little when I see 

someone has a Rage.” 

— Michael Znnek, 
Blue Rock Outfitters 


3. What do you think Of 
crossbows? 



To each their own 56.3% 

I love them — they’re more 
effective than a com pound in 
the hands of the average 
hunter 25% 

They may be legal, but 
they aren’t real bows 15.6% 

I hatethem; people use 
them as an excuse to take 
shots out of range 3.1% 

“Whatever makes a hunter 
more confident. Ids no excuse 
for sending bolts 80 yards 
though.” — Matt Farrell, 

Lucky Outfitters 



use, but guys do tend to 
shoot them beyond the 
comfort zone.” 

— Keith Miller, 
Montana Whitetails 

4. What company makes the best 
trail camera for the money? 

Top answer Moultrie 

Runner-up Covert 


5. if you had to plant only one 
food-plot seed, what would it be? 

Top answers: 



6. Reader Question 

Since marketers are all try- 
ingto get our hard-earned 
dollars, what would you 
considerthe biggest gim- 
mick in terms of deer hunt- 
ing gear? 

Top answer Deerattractants 
Runner-up Scent-blocking 
clothing 


STRAIGHT TALK: GEAR 


“I’ve tested and tested food 
attractants, but deer on 
camera step over these 
things to eat corn every 
day.” —Matt Yancey, 
Misty Morning Outfitters 

“Powdered attractants are 
by far the worst thing going. 
They spook more deer than 
anything.” 

—George Cummins, 
Salt River Outfitters 

“I’ve never had a hunter 
come into camp ever and 
say 'Man, this big old bugger 
was downwind of me at 20 
yards and never smelled a 
thing! I’m so glad I washed 
with this soap and wore this 
scent-free suit!”’ 

— Tim Clark, 
Red Dog Outfitters 

7. Assuming you’ve got a good 
spot and a favorable wind, what 
is the most important element of 
setting up a stand or blind? 



Ill 

53.7«i 23.9«i 


Stealth; Hunters 
need to be able to 


Concealment; 
There must be 


enter and exit 
undetected 

good cover 

16.4% 

6% 

Comfort; If it’s 

Shooting lanes; 

not comfy, 

Hunters need 

hunters won’t 

prime shooting 

stay 

opportunities 


8. What is your favorite trail-cam 
setup for early bucks? 

Top answers: 



8. When Should I use a decoy 
and/or rattling antlers on an 
early-season hunt? 


Top answer Never 

Runner-up Seldom 



“A decoy can definitelywork 
in the early season. The 
problem is, it can spook as 
many deer as it attracts.” 

— Ken Willis, 
Buck Country Outfitters 

On the other hand: 

“Rattling won’t hurt if it’s not 
excessive. Just don’t tear the 
woods down.” 

— Jeff Smith, 
Seven J Outfitters 

“When you have a dominant 
buck entering a field in a 
spot that’s tough to hunt, 
stake a subdominant buck 
decoy about 70 yards away 
to draw him down the edge 
to your setup.” 

—Ted Marum 


BEST & WORST 



BEST REACTION TO 
KILLING A BIG BUCK 

“Crying like a baby” 
—Keaton Kelso, 
K&K Outfitters 

“I guided a woman 
once who had never 
killed anything. She 
cried after shooting 
the buck, and it took 
a while for her to 
calm down. Later, 
after supper, she 
thanked me for the 
hunt and said, 'Killing 
an animal is a lot like 
having a baby; it 
hurts at first but 
grows on you.’” 

— Michael Zmek 

WORST REACTION TO 
MISSING A BIG GUCK 

“Crying like a baby.” 

— Keaton Kelso 



■ “A doe decoy will calm a 
mature buck into entering 
a feeding area before last 
light.” — Mark Clifford, 
Premier Outfitters 


^We Ve had guys pee 
on themselves.” 

— MikeMineer, 
North Fork Outfitters 

“I had a hunter who 
missed a 200-inch 
buck with his bow. He 
climbed down from 
his stand and puked.” 
—Pat Willis, Buck 
Country Outfitters 
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STRAIGHT TALK: BEHAVIOR 


LISTEN UP! 



Featured Guide: Joe Gizdic, Tall Tines 
Outfitters owner and Whitetail Properties 
specialist (whitetailproperties.com) 
Location: West-central Illinois 

Biggest Buck: 173" gross typ. 

Biggest Client Buck: 216 ' gross nontyp. 

On Quality Deer Management: “QDM 
is one of the best things to happen to 
modern deer hunting — but not the big- 


An outfitter sees more deer behavior 
in a season than many hunters do in a 
decade. Here's what they Imow about big 
buc1<s that the rest of us onfy guess about 


TVE NAMED A FEW 


DEER...BUTFOR 
THE MOST PART I 
HATE IT. WE'RE OUT 
THERE TO HUNT 
THESE BUCKS, 
NOT WALK THEM 
AROUND ON 
A LEASH.” 


rack thing. The real program, put forth by 
the QDMA, gets hunters out improving 
habitat, getting their hands dirty, loving the 
total experience.” 

On Product Plugs: “Celebrity endorse- 
ments drive me nuts. The big-name men 
and women can sell a sack of crap because 
of who they are. The product is no better 
than any of its competition; the manufac- 
turer just paid more to advertise.” 

On Naming Deer: “Tve named a few deer 
over the years, but for the most part I hate 
it. We re out there to hunt these bucks, not 
walk them around on a leash. I have two 
names for most bucks: Dead and Alive.” 

On Early Breeding: “Tve seen many mature 
bucks tending and breeding does as early as 
Oct. 4. There’s always a pulse of mature does 
that come into heat a month before the rest. 
When you see a bunch of rubs and scrapes 
suddenly pop up in an area, set up.” 

On Patterning Early Bucks: “People like 
to think of early-season bucks as if they run a 
train track, and that’s total b.s. I think they’re 
in a general area within their home range for 
three to five days at a time, sometimes using 
it in a predictable manner. The best you can 
do is take every piece of information you 
have about that buck, and about how other 
bucks typically use that area, and then wait 
for perfect conditions, hunt the spot, and 
hope like heck he’s there and moving.” 

Favorite Early-Season Tactic: “I love a 
green food source like a clover plot or al- 
falfa field that’s tucked behind a big patch 
of standing corn. In my area, early-season 
bucks love to bed in the stalks. So I look 
for some type of structure — a fenceline, 
row of trees, or creekbottom — that sepa- 
rates the cornfield from the food. Bucks will 
come out of the corn and follow or cross 
that structure on their way to feed. So that’s 
where I set up, either in a treestand or in a 
ground blind. 

“One of the biggest bucks I’ve killed was 
on a setup like this. I heard a deer in the corn 
and grabbed my rattling antlers to mimic a 
light sparring match. The buck came into the 
open immediately but stopped — and, like big 
bucks will, stood there frozen for 20 minutes, 
looking for the fight. Finally I got lucky; 
a small 6-point walked into the plot. Now 
the big guy had visual confirmation of what 
he’d heard. He moved in, all bristled up, and 
sparred with that little buck for 15 minutes 
before I finally got an arrow in him.” — 
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1. What factor is most likely to 
spur an early-season buck to feed 
or move during daylight hours? 

Top answers: 


2. True or false? 


I have witnessed a full-out 
buck fight in September. 
False 81.2% 

True 18.8% 


3. What’S the best way to relo- 
cate bucks after bachelor groups 
breakup? 


Top answers: 


4. When you find the first small 
rubs and halfhearted scrapes of 
the year, you should: 

Make a note of the sign, 
but don’t change your 
strategy; this early sign 
isn’t significant 89.7% 

Set up immediately 50 to 
75yards downwind 8.8% 

Set up immediately right 
on the sign 1.5% 


5. Reader Question 

Tm getting pictures of a 
monster buck, but only at 
night. I should: 

Hunt him now; those pics 
aren’t the whole story 58% 
Wait for the rut; he’ll be 
moving in daylight 42% 

Forget him; he’s 
nocturnal 0% 


6. How much intrusion and re- 
sidual scent can you getaway 
with in the early season com- 
pared with later? 


What is the biggest lesson 
youVe learned about early- 
season bucks that you wish 
you’d known sooner? 


''An approaching cold 
front, rainy weather, ora 


moon phase that peaks 
overhead or underfoot 
puts mature, early-season 
bucks on their feet. Save 
your best stands for these 
conditions.” — Keith Miller 

"I’ve seen a lot of other- 
wise nocturnal bucks on 
their feet for a quick snack 
in the middle of a long, hot 
day. If you have the pa- 
tience to hunt all day, do it, 
especially if the moon posi- 
tion is right.” — Tim Clark 


"Once you know the pri- 
mary food source, find 
the shady side of it, or wa- 
ter close by, and set up. 
That’s where bucks will go 
first off the bed.” 

— Jeremy Ward, 
Fat Racks Outfitters 

"Bucks bed at the food 
source now— at least 
where we hunt. Don’t try 
to hunt a morning stand 
thinkingyou’re coming in 
the back door. You’ll bust 
them every time.” 

— Mark Clifford 

"Bucks are undisturbed 
and killable now. I used to 
focus on the rut and over- 
looked the early season for 
years.” 

—Paul Korn,Tombstone 
Creek Outfitters 


11 . 6 % 

Scout for new buck sign 

26 . 1 %^ 46 . 4 % 

Set cameras on licks, Glass evening 
bait, or mock scrapes food sources 

I, J 


BEST S WORST 




# 2 % 

BEST GAMP 
CARD GAME 

Top answer: Poker 

WORST CASE OF 
GUGK FEVER 

"We have an arrow 
i6 feet up in a tree 20 
yards from a stand.” 

—John Kostick, 
B&J Guide Service 

"This one hunter 
squeezed the trigger 
with the safety on and 
thought he’d shot and 
killed the deer.” 

— Jeff Smith 

"I wentto pick this one 
guy up, and found an 
empty casing at the 
base ofthe tree and 
three un fired rounds 
lying next to it. He said 
he shot five times.” 

— ^Ted Marum 

"Poor kid shat himself.” 
— Ben Bullock, East 
Coast Outfitters 


"It only takes one mistake 
for an early-season buck to 
change his habits and go 
from predictable to unpre- 
dictable. Go to extreme 
measures not to tip him 
off to your presence.” 

—Tevis McCauley, 
Whitetail Heaven 
Outfitters 


BEST & WORST 


BEST CAMP PRANK 

"Tm sorry, but you were scheduled to be 
here last week!” 

— Dale Denney, Bearpaw Outfitters 

"A guy once farted into his sleeping 
buddy’s CPAP machine.” — Brett Homer, 
Backwoods Whitetails Outfitters 

"On one of our wounded-warrior hunts, a 
soldier asked a female guide of ours to help 


him pull off his boots. When she pulled, his 
artificial leg came off in her hands.” 

— Robin Gassett, 
Lie ki ng Rive r O utf itte rs 

WORST STREAK OF CONSECUTIVE MISSES 

"Thirteen straight bow misses by one of 
the industry 'heroes.’” —Ted Maru m 

"Twenty missed rifle shots by one guy at 
one buck in 48 hours.” —Keaton Kelso 
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You don't stay a deer guide for long 
without knowing how to get the drop 
on big deer, again and again. Here, 
our experts share their top tips and 
early-season strategies— and weigh 
in on what you're doing wrong 


LISTEN UP! 


Featured Guide: Tom Indrebo, Bluff 
Country Outfitters owner (bluffcountry 
outfitters.com) 

Location: Buffalo County, Wis. 

Biggest Buck: 135-class typ. 

Biggest Client Buck: 200 ' gross nontyp. 

On the Big-Buck Craze: “I used to be all 
big-bucks-this and big-bucks-that, but it’s 
not as important to me now. Part of that 
comes from realizing that hunters don’t have 
as much control over things as we think. 
Bucks can get killed by a whole lot of things 
besides us. Plus, only a tiny handful of bucks 
grow up to be exceptional. So now, when 
someone kills a 2-year-old, I don’t get upset. 
How can I complain if the hunter is happy? 


STRAIGHT TALK: TACTICS 


On “Nocturnal” Bucks: “When an early- 
season buck stops showing up at a food 
source, a lot of guys assume he’s gone noc- 
turnal. Probably not. No matter how careful 
you are about bumping bucks off the feed — 
I pick up my hunters in a truck and drive 
right to the stand or blind — you’re making 
some disturbance, and some bucks will start 
hitting the field late. That’s when I make a 
midday scouting run and search for a perim- 
eter trail, usually 20 or 30 yards into the tim- 
ber and paralleling the field edge. These are 
the trails big bucks use to linger and watch 
the field to make sure it’s safe. Set a stand 
on that trail, and you’ve got a good shot at 
killing your ‘nocturnal’ buck.” 

On Running Bucks Out: “I disagree with 
a lot of guys who think you can bump a 
buck out of his core area. He picked that 
area for a reason, and he’s not leaving be- 
cause he ran into you one night in a tree- 
stand. He might move a little later or avoid 
certain areas, but he is still right there, liv- 
ing where he wants to live. Give him a rest 
and try again.” 

On Crowding Bucks: “But that doesn’t 
mean it’s O.K. to crowd bucks. In fact, it’s 
the worst thing you can do now, when their 
core areas are very small and they bed very 
close to the feed. If you’re not 100 percent 
sure you can approach a stand without tip- 
ping him off, back away from that woodline 
and set up on another edge of the field — or 
right in the field.” 

Favorite Early-Season Setup: “In the 

early season, even big bucks can be very 
predictable about what field they like to 
feed in, but they often enter it on differ- 
ent trails, depending on where they bed 
that day. I’ve learned to quit trying to guess 
which trail to set up on and just put a blind 
in the field itself. 

“I used to try and tuck blinds against the 
woods and brush them in, but it took forever 
for the deer to get used to them. Hunting 
does taught me a different approach. When 
we had Earn-a-Buck, my hunters killed 
121 does in one season, mostly from ground 
blinds. We learned to stick them right in 
the open field. That gives an approaching 
deer time to study the thing, see around it, 
and become convinced that it’s not a threat. 
Then they actually approach the blind, and 
killing them is pretty easy. It works just as 
well on big bucks. Use trail cams and glass 
to find out where bucks like to feed in a 
given field, then stake the blind right there 
and simply wait for your shot.” > 
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When you're on the hunt, it never hurts to hove the latest tech at your side. Tested and fine-tuned by the best 
hunters, the BlackOut SS Bow Package provides hunters with the latest innovations to guarantee every 
advantage in the field. The reinforced ultra-light frame prevents fatigue when lining up the perfect shot. 
Revolutionary Throttle Cam Technology launches arrows at blistering speeds of 335 FPS with lethal accuracy. 
Parallel limbs ensure a silent but deadly surprise to your target. It's an advanced hunting machine, designed to 
Render Them Seneseless. 



BLACK 


RENDER THEM SENSELESS 


Available at ^ basspro.cotn, and other fine retailers > 





BEST & WORST 


BEST CLIENT TIP 

“$S>ooo!” 

— An dy Wu If, W h itetai I 
Ridge Outfitters 

“Buy Sirius XM shares 
at 77 cents” 

—Brad Reese, 
Rockin’ 7 Ranch 

“An elk hunt at client’s 
ranch; I killed a 360- 
inch bull the next fall!” 

—Ted Marum 

WORST CLIENT EXCUSE 

“I was watching You- 
Tube on my iPhone” 

— JeffYoungberg, 
Snake Creek Outfitters 

“It was a left-handed 
stand and Tm right- 
handed” —Ted Marum 

“I missed because 
he wasn’t the one I 
wanted.” 

—Chris Colfack, Gob- 
ble ’n Grunt Outfitters 

“My wife was sexting 
me.” — Mark Clifford 


6. True or false? 

A 125-inch buck is a shooter. 
False 57*4% 

True 42.6% 


y.Aclientinissesamaturebuck 
with an arrow during the eariy 
season. How iong before you 
hunt that buck again? 

Give him a couple of days; 
misses don’t scare them as 
badly as peoplethink 50.7% 
I let my trail cameras tell 
me what to do 35.8% 

I wait until the rut 10.4% 

Find another buck; he’s 
donefortheyear 3% 


3. What is the biggest mistake 
eariy-season hunters make? 

Top answers, in order: 

• Scoutingand hunting 
too intrusively 

• Waitingfortherut 
instead of hunting now 

• Not having an exit strategy 
for evening field hunts 

• Huntingspots when the 
wind is wrong 

“Guys get excited because 
the season is finally here, 
and they scout too hard on 
foot. Glass and letyour cam- 
eras do the work. It doesn’t 
take much fora big buck to 
recognize a sudden influx in 
human activity” 

—Jeremy Ward 

4. When setting up a Stand you 
pianto hunt within days, which is 
the bestiane-trimming poiicy? 

Trim lightly 86.5% 


1. What’S the bestpiaceto kiiian 


eariy-season buck? 

The edge of afield 

60.6% 

Staging area 

29.6% 

Bedding area 

8.5% 

Other 

1.3% 


2. Shouid hunters skip the morn- 




30 . 4 % 


Yes 


Best A.M. Strategies 

“Here in the West, we kill 
most of our better bucks in 
the mornings by hunting 
!/2 mile to a mile from major 
food sources.” —Jeff Smith 


“We huntsman, secluded 
pastures, fields, and GRP off 


5. What’S the most common 
shot piacement on wounded 
and iost deer (with a bow) in 
your camp? 


main food sources in the 
morning. Some bucks use 
these as staging areas be- 
fore heading to bed.” 

— Keaton Kelso 


"We Ve taken lots of great 
early bucks by sitting water 
holes in the morning.” 

—James Burnett, 
Cimarron Valley Outfitters 


“Focus on areas that get the 
least hunting pressure. 
Bucks tend to head back to 
bed a little later there.” 

—Paul Korn 


“The evening hunt is more 
productive in September, 
but you can catch a buck 
traveling late to bed. The 
key is to set up downwind 
of all the sign and trails, so 
you can enter and exit with- 
out contaminating any- 
thing for your afternoon 
hunts.” — Keith Miller 


Don’t trim at all — big 
bucks catch on to that 
immediately 7.5% 

Bringthechain saw — 
bucks aren’t as sensitive to 
this as you think 6% 


Shoulder 

46.3% 

High back/ 


no-man’s-land 

35.8% 

Gut 

17.9% 
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MARK RAYCROFT (BEDDED BUCK); LANCE KRUEGER (FIELD EDGE, 125-INCH BUCK) 





We are passionate. 

This is where we are supposed to be. 
Surrounded by open space and perpetual silence. 
We are pursuing more than wild game in the field. 
We are following our passion to find 
the best version of ourselves. 



kubota.com 


D Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2015 


For Earth, For Life 
K'jbofa 



STRAIGHT TALK: TACTICS 



8. Is it O.K. to Shoot does during 
the eariy season? 



9. Reader Question 

Describe your best early- 
season tactic that most 


hunters would neverthink 
of trying: 

Go Natural 

'‘Makeshift ground blinds 
are great now, when there’s 
plenty of cover, especially if 
you’ve spotted a good buck 
along a field edge but don’t 
have a stand in place.” 

—Keaton Kelso 

Get Your Buck in a Row 

"Stalk standing corn or 
milo on windy days.” 

— ^JeffYoungberg 
and Tim Clark 


"Set high observation 
stands to watch bucks bed 
in the stalks. When they 
are good and sleepy, get 
the wind and move in.” 

—Matt Yancey 


Clear a Path 



deer will wear them out 
now.” — George Cummins 

Watch Water 

"Sit overlooking a secluded 
water hole in the middle of 
the day.” — ^Jeff Smith 

"Set up on a pond in or 
near a standing cornfield.” 

— Tyler Johnson, 
Quaker NeckGun Club 

Be the Field 

"Try a ground blind in the 
middle of an open feed 
field.” — Tomindrebo 


BEST & WORST 


FOR SALE 





BEST CLIENTS 

Top answers: 

Kids and wounded warriors 

WORST CLIENTS 

"Certain TV personalities.” 

— Mark Clifford 

"One celebrity hunter removed a cli- 
ent’s personal belongings and took his 
bedroom. The client was disabled and 
had the room because it was set up for 
his wheelchair.” — JoeGizdic 


"We had a father and son from New Jer- 
sey who didn’t kill. They went home and 
listed our farm and lodge for sale on 
Craigslist. Even worse, two guys from 
Texas sued us for there being too much 
snow during their hunt.” 

— TonySehman, 
Thunder Ridge Outfitters 

"We had a client who took a nice buck 
on the first day of a four-day hunt— and 
then he demanded a refund for the rest 
of the trip.” —Tyler Johnson 


"We put hunters in hand- 
dug holes in beanfields to 
catch bucks coming to 
feed. It’s deadly.” 

— Mark Clifford 


10. Reader Question 


What should be the aver- 
age bowhunter’s maximum 
range (in yards)? 


30 

A 


-UL 


40 

A 


n 


50 

A 


n 


37 . 7 % 37 . 7 % 2 . 9 % 21 . 7 % 


Other 


"Every bowhunter is differ- 
ent, but at the end of the 
day, no one should take a 
shot they are not too per- 
cent confident in.” 

— Tevis McCauley© 
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MOSSYOAK 













BEST OF THE BEST 


REMINGTON ULTIMATE MUZZLELOADER 

$ 949-$999 •remington.com 


The first production muzzleloader capable of 200-grain loads (four 
pellets) uses an ingenious ignition system of primed centerfire brass 
(with a 9V2 large magnum primer) that closes snugly into the breech 



with the bolt action. It’s a total package of power, range, and aesthet- 
ics. The Model 700 receiver is machined from solid-steel bar stock; the 
Bell & Carlson stock (in which four primed cases can be stored) adds 
to this rifle’s overall versatility. — Brad Fenson 



ROCKY ATHLETIC 
MOBILITY FLEECE JACKET 
$109 •rockyboots.com 

For bowhunters, mid October can 
be the best time to be on stand — 
and the hardest to dress for, as tem- 
peratures can swing quickly from 
near freezing to sweltering. Though 
this soft shell is built with 380-gram 
fleece in the torso, it feels much 
lighter. Breathable stretch-fleece 
panels along the sides and under 
the arms really enhanced the com- 
fort and fit, especially while I was 
d rawi ng a bow. — David Draper 



SIG SAUER WHISKEY 5 
2-10X42MM 

$900 • sigsauer.com 


Best known for firearms, Sig Sauer 
has branched into optics. The Whis- 
key 5 hunting riflescope — a 
2-iox42mm, i-inch scope — includes 
a zero-stop turret custom-lasered 
for your rifle’s ballistics. Windage 
and elevation adjustments are crisp 
and precise. The 12-setting illumi- 
nated duplex reticle has an auto- 
matic shutoff. Optics are excellent, 
with generous eye relief. This is an 
elegant design. — Thomas McIntyre 



t 

WINCHESTER DEER 
SEASON XP 

$20-$22 per box 

winchester.com 

Made in .243, .270, .270 WSM, 

.30/06, .300 Win. Mag., .300 WSM, 
.308, and 7mm Remington Mag., 
Winchester Deer Season XP ammo 
employs a bullet with a huge ex- 
posed lead tip. Deer Season XP is 
loaded to advertised velocity, is ac- 
curate, and works exactly as adver- 
tised on the real thing. Given the 
performance, the prices are quite 
reasonable. — David E. Petzal 



# 

HONDA FOURTRAX 
FOREMAN RUBICON 4X4 
AUTOMATIC DCT EPS 
$ 9 , 149 -$ 9,599 • powersports. 
honda.com 

Electric power steering, dual-clutch 
transmission (DCT), and four-wheel 
independent suspension are the 
platform for Honda’s best Rubicon 
yet. The chassis is small, lightweight, 
and very maneuverable on tight 
trails. A locking front differential 
lets the Rubicon plow through low- 
traction situations with assurance. 

— Lance Schwartz 
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BEST OF THE BEST 


4 DEAD AIR ARMAMENT 
7.62 SANDMAN-L 

$1,199 • deadairsilencers.com 

Legal in 39 states and in 35 for hunt- 
ing, silencers preserve hearing, en- 
hance accuracy, and spook less 
game. Dead Air Armament’s 7.62 
Sandman-L installs on any 
threaded-barrel rifle up to .300 
Win. Mag. to reduce the report to a 
safe 135 decibels. It features a quick- 
detach collar as well as a durable 
baffle system. It’s not cheap (and 
you’ll need to fork out an additional 
$200 for the mandatory BATF fee), 
but it’s still thousands less than 
hearing aids. —Jeff Johnston 




CAN- AM OUTLANDER 6X6 XT 1000 .$13,649 • can-am.brp.com 


Featuring Can-Am’s potent 976CC fuel-injected, liquid-cooled V-twin engine 
and dynamic power steering, the Outlander 6x6 brings exceptional cargo- 
hauling capability to the ATV market segment. The bed section not only tilts 
and dumps, but it converts to a flatbed that also offers a large under-bed 
cargo hold. Despite its girth, handling is impressive at trail speeds, and the six 
tires supply the traction to tackle the worst possible conditions. — L.S. 



MONTANA RIFLE CO. ♦ 
EXTREME X2 

$1,299 • montanarifleco.com 

Here is a controlled-feed all- 
stainless synthetic-stocked take-it- 
anywhere do-anything-to-it 
shoot-anything-with-it rifle, avail- 
able in 28 chamberings. You can 
get it in right- or left-hand and long- 
er short-action versions. It is, for all 
intents and purposes, a custom gun 
at an over-the-counter price. If that 
isn’t a bargain, it’ll do until the bar- 
gain comes along. —D.E.P. 



SWAROVSKI OPTIK A 
STR 80 

$3,689 plus $810 for 25-50x80mm 

OyepiBCB • swarovskioptik. com 

A pro’s optic, the STR 80 is the 
ultimate for long-range shooters. 

It starts with Swarovski brightness 
and clarity and adds an illumi- 
nated reticle marked in incre- 
ments of minutes-of-angle or 
milliradians. The reticle includes a 
scale for rangefinding, based on 
the average body height of white- 
tail deer, and brightness is adjust- 
able to 10 daylight and five 
low-light levels. — T.M. 



SOG SWITCHPLIER 

$64. sogknives. com 

With a simple push of a button, 
this 6-ounce multitool provides 
a hunter one-handed access to 
the spring-loaded pliers, mak- 
ing it quick to deploy for a host 
of jobs big and small in the 
field or around camp. It has 12 
tools in all, including, of 
course, a bottle opener, a can 
opener, a saw, and a pair of 
screwdrivers. The SwitchPlier 
is a fresh take on what many 
outdoorsmen consider to be an 
indispensable tool. 

— Slaton L, White 
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BEST OF THE BEST 



KILLER INSTINCT MACHINE .$850 • killer-instinct-crossbows.nnyshopify.i 



SMITH & WESSON 
PERFORMANCE 
CENTER MODEL 629 

$1,399 


smith-wesson, com/pc 


With an SVs-inch fluted barrel, the 
S&W Performance Center Model 
629 (shown with optional sights 
and light) optimizes the .44 
Magnum. Testing with Hornady .44 
Mag. 240-grain ammo, I gauged the 
single-action trigger at under 5 
pounds, clean and crisp for excel- 
lent groups with the adjustable 
rear sight and orange front blade. 
Custom wooden grips with a satin 
finish give it a nice look, and the re- 
volver is tapped and drilled for an 
included Picatinny rail. — T.M. 



KAWASAKI MULE PRO EXT 
$12,999-$I5,599 • kawasaki.com 


Kawasaki is known for reliability, but the Mule Pro FXT takes the brand to 
new heights. Powered by an 8i2cc in-line triple-cylinder engine with a contin- 
uously variable transmission, the Mule is optimized for torque. In less than a 
minute, the rear seating area for three can be transformed into a full-blown 
bed, or vice versa. A three-year warranty that’s three times better than that 
of its closest competitor helps make the Mule an impressive option. — LS. 



SIG SAUER KILO 2000 ♦ 

7X25MM 

$589 • sigsauer.com 

The Sig Sauer Kilo 2000 displays an 
elegant simplicity. Capable of rang- 
ing out to over 1,000 yards, the 
small, slender Kilo measures in 
yards or meters, can compensate 
for shot angle, and adjusts bright- 
ness for ambient light. It goes the 
distance for you. —T.M. 


ZEISS TERRA XB75 ^ 

2-7X32MM 

$444 • zeiss.com/us/sports-optics 

Zeiss’s new lightweight, i-inch-tube 
XB75 is ready for new crossbow 
hunting opportunities. Tested on a 
TenPoint Stealth SS, the crossbow 
scope has a reticle with six cross- 
hairs numbered from 20 to 70 
yards that provides you with 2V2- 
yard increments for aiming. Prop- 
erly calibrated, the scope is William 
Tell-accurate from 10 to 75 yards. 

—T.M. 


NIGHT-N-DAY TRAIL 4^ 
MARKERS 

$7 for a pack of 19 

huntersafetysystem.com 


These low-tech chartreuse-and- 
orange vinyl trail markers light up 
like a neon sign when struck by the 
beam of a flashlight (even in red- 
filter mode). They quickly attach to 
branches via a spring-loaded metal 
clip and take up little room in a 
pack — so you’ll always have them 
handy for marking a blood trail or 
locating a stand. — S.L.W. 
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LIST PRICE 
$749.00 

87% OFF 
NOW ONLY 

$99 

+S&P 

YOU SAVE 

$650 


^BLUE 

By Daniel Steiger 


“THE NEXT eEHERATlOH OF HYBRID” 

..Jim UNDER $100 


Timepieces International brings you the incredible Daniel Steiger Lazer Blue Watch. In our 
opinion, the best looking hybrid watch on sale! What's so incredible about the Daniel Steiger 
Lazer Blue? As well as having an ultra modern look and style, this amazing watch is packed 
full of features and functions and is available in 18k Yellow Gold fused two-tone or classic 
steel colored version. This fantastic watch features a metal case structure, digital format win- 
dows showing 24hr, days of the week, seconds with an easily accessible alarm system. This 
incredible watch is robust enough for those always on the move, and yet made with comfort 
in mind with a modern sporty look. But perhaps the most stunningly cool feature of this 
astonishing timepiece is its lense. The Lazer Blue Crystal gives this magnificent watch a truly 
unique look. Integrated into the crystal itself the Blue Lazer coloring takes the look of this 
watch to another level. The level of AWESOME! What else is awesome about this fantastic 
watch? Quite simply its price. At an incredible $99 (plus shipping and handling). This is a 
unique buying opportunity not to be missed! Limited stock available. 




Available in 
steel & Gold 
Color Versions 


CALL OUR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE NOW, TOLL FREE 24/7 ON 1-877 550 9876 

And Quote Promo Code: 


30 DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


FAS158 


5 YEAR MOVEMENT WARRANTY 


OR order online at www.timepiecesusa.com/fas158 And Enter Promo Code FAS158 

Timepieces International Inc, 1 2800 N.W. South River Drive, Medley, FL 33178 








BEST OF THE BEST 


♦ PRIME ION 

$999 • g5prinrie.com 



WeVe been predicting greatness 
for Prime bows the past couple of 
years, and when the Ion tied for 
first place in F&S’s 2015 bow 
shootout, it marked Prime’s ar- 
rival to the big time. Like other 
bows that have won our test, the 
Ion does nothing wrong and so 
many things right. It is plenty fast 
(330 fps I BO), with a back wall 
that will stop a freight train, as 
well as a smooth draw cycle. 

— Scott BestuI 


t SOUTHERN GRIND 
JACKAL 

$230 •southerngrind.com 

Bushcraft is a set of skills needed 
to successfully survive life in the 
wild. It calls for an uncompromis- 
ing blade. With a tensile strength 
of 320,000 psi and a 5-inch blade 
cooled to minus 300 degrees for 
extreme durability, the Southern 
Grind Jackal is capable of cutting 
down a red oak if the need arises. 
Furthermore, it’s built to stay in 
your hand no matter the task. And 
it’s sharp enough to shave with 
when you’re done. 

— Richard Mann 



MIDLAND X-TALKER T75VP3 

$90 • midlandusa.com 

All but forgotten in the world of smart- 
phones and Bluetooth technology is 
the old-fashioned two-way radio. But it 
has its uses, especially if you hunt 
beyond the reach of a cell tower. Mid- 
land’s X-Talker T75VP3 offers 38 chan- 
nels (including NOAA Weather Radio) 
and 121 privacy codes as well as hands- 
free, silent-operation, and vibrate-alert 
modes. It has a reach of nearly 40 
miles, and the charging station can 
plug into a wall socket or, via a USB 
port, a portable power pack. — S.L.W. 




L.L. BEAN OUTDOORS 
HYBRID HUNTER 
KNIEE 

$89 • llbean.com 

This skinner doubles 
neatly for gutting, cour- 
tesy of its sharp false 
edge. It is made of 440 C 
steel, has a G 10 handle, 
and comes with an excel- 
lent ballistic nylon sheath. 
Finger holes allow you to 
choke up on the blade and 
give you a super-secure 
grip while dressing out an 
animal. The Hunter Hybrid 
takes a razor edge and re- 
sharpens easily. You’ll 
come to love it. — D.E.P. 



• 

X-STAND 
THE DUKE 

$249 • x-stand.com 

X-Stand cemented a repu- 
tation for innovation and 
solid construction when its 
climbing stand won an F&S 
Best of the Best Award in 
2011. And it has applied that 
know-how to ladder stands. 
The Duke features its inge- 
nious cable Jaw Safety 
System, which secures the 
stand to the tree before the 
hunter scales the ladder. 
There is fantastic attention 
to detail here, with Helix 
oval tubing for strength, a 
comfortable mesh web 
seat, and nylon washers for 
total silence. — S.B. 
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Protect your weekend 







~^' We could explain how AMSOIL' synthetic motor oils reduce friction to help engines run cooler, and how 
- they reduce wear for longer engine life and deliver several other performance benefits. We could even get into 
a technical discussion on the impact molecular structure and saturation have on lubricant performance.-««i 


Or we could just let you know that AMSOIL synthetic lubricants 


will protect your engines so you can count on a good weekend. 



At} J^demahkiffGf rraJTjes a^jd images are the property of their respective owners and may be registered marks in some countries. There is no affitiation or endorsement daim. express 
or impifed, made by their use, AMSOfL products are formuiated to meet or exceed the performance requirements set forth jby the manufacturers of ati apptications shown here. 




BEST OF THE BEST 


MAVEN B.2 11X45MM 

$ 1,050 • mavenbuiltcom 

Newly founded Maven Outdoor Equipment Co., 
headquartered in Lander, Wyo., makes an ideal 
binocular for wide open Western spaces. The B.2 
11x45mm is built with armored magnesium 
frames, ED glass, and ultrabright Abbe-Koenig 
prisms to deliver superb light transmission and 
close focus. Best of all, a hunter can custom 
design and order the binocular direct from Maven. 
Varmint hunter and fellow optics tester Leroy Van 
Buggenum was downright effusive about Maven 
as a field glass. — TM, 



YAMAHA WOLVERINE R-SPEC EPS 

$ 13 , 199 -$ 13,799 • yamahamotorsports. com 

The Wolverine injects excitement into Yamaha’s lineup 
with a crossover UTV that is exceptionally smooth on 
the trail, with the flexibility to adapt to both sport- and 
utility-focused outdoorsmen. Powered by an all-new 
700CC engine with a plush long-travel suspension, the 
Wolverine confidently navigates the gnarliest terrain. 

A modular bed, electric power steering, and a plethora 
of cool Yamaha accessories allow the Wolverine to be 
tailored to each specific user’s needs. — LS. 




^ CABELAS MINIMALIST 
ERAME PACK 
$300 • cabelas.com 


Don’t be fooled by the name— 
there’s nothing minimalist about 
this top-loading 3,500-cubic-inch 
external frame pack. The main stor- 
age unit (which includes a hydra- 
tion reservoir) is flanked by a pair 
of long, expandable storage panels, 
either one of which can swallow a 
large spotting scope. There’s a sim- 
ple rifle-attachment system. A de- 
tachable daypack means the main 
unit can stay in camp while you 
scout, and an integrated meat tray 
and separate meat bag will help you 
haul out what you harvest. — S.LW. 



KUIU KENAI HOODED 
JACKET 

$200 • kuiu.com 

This solid midlayer is as remarkable 
for what it doesn’t have — a lot of 
bells and whistles that would weigh 
it down— as for what it does have: 
an ultraquiet shell over an advanced 
synthetic insulation that uses con- 
tinuous, coil-shaped fibers to de- 
liver maximum loft and warmth. 

And yet the entire jacket com- 
presses into a small bundle, mean- 
ing there’s always space for it in a 
pack. Designed for active hunters, 
it’s breathable with lengthy pit zips 
for venting during cold, strenuous 
climbs to high aeries. — D.D. 
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Accessories Available for 

Acura • Audi • BMW • Buick • Cadillac • Chevrolet • Chrysler • Dodge • Ferrari • Ford • CMC • Honda • Hummer • Hyundai • Infiniti 
Isuzu • Jeep • Kia • Land Rover • Lexus • Lincoln • Maserati • Mazda • Mercedes-Benz • Mercury • Mini • Mitsubishi • Nissan 
Oldsmobile • Plymouth • Pontiac • Porsche • Saab • Saturn • Scion • Subaru • Suzuki • Toyota • Volkswagen • Volvo • and more! 

Order Now: 800-441-6287 

American Customers 

WeatherTech.com 

Canadian Customers 
■ WeatherTech.ca 



European Customers 
WeatherTechEurope.com 


©2015 by MacNeil IP LLC 



BEST OF THE BEST 



♦ SEEK THERMAL XR 

$299 • thermal. com 

Thermal imaging devices are a hot 
subject these days. The problem 
is, some can set you back $3,000 
or so. But Seek Thermal’s XR 
smartphone-compatible thermal 
camera and app can help you find a 
wounded animal after last light for 
one-tenth the price of some other 
units. The camera itself is hardly 
bigger than a box of matches, and 
you simply attach it to your phone 
via the charging slot. — S.LW. 



± WHITE RIVER SCOUT 

$160 • whiteriverknives.com 

Scalpel-like in its precision, the 
White River Scout’s 2y2-inch blade 
is made of S30V steel that’s tem- 
pered hard and shipped with a 
razor edge. The Scout comes with 
orange, green, or black G10 han- 
dles and a Kydex sheath that is a 
model of excellence. It’s not cheap, 
but since it doubles neatly as a 
kitchen knife, you can keep it busy 
all year-round, thereby justifying 
your investment. — D.E.P. 



♦ ARCHER XTREME RONIN 

$170 • archerxtreme.com 

A smart blend of performance and 
toughness, the Ronin is a sight that 
will appeal to 3D shooters and hunt- 
ers alike. The machined-aluminum 
frame is light, and the stainless-steel 
hardware protects adjustment 
knobs and screws from corrosion. 

In addition, the micro adjustment 
knobs dial the pins in neatly, and the 
fiber optics are bright but small 
enough for pinpoint aiming, even at 
distant targets. — S.B. 



REMINGTON 
R-25 GII 

$1,697 

remington.com 



♦ 

COLEMAN FYRECHAMPION HYPERFLAME 2-BURNER 
PROPANE STOVE . $199 • coleman.com 

The quaint cooking rituals of setting up the windscreen and pressurizing the fuel tank 
have been rendered obsolete by the ongoing modernization of the two-burner pro- 
pane camp stove. Coleman’s latest entry utilizes a recessed cooktop along with low- 
ered high-performance burners to help any camp chef prepare a hot meal quickly and 
easily, even when the wind howls. The grates serve as excellent wind blocks; remove 
them to make cleanup a snap. — S.LW. 


It’s not the Reming- 
ton Model 8 Grandpa 
trusted or the 740 
Woodsmaster Dad 
once carried to the 
deer woods. But at 
jYz pounds, the R-25 
GII is lighter, more 
accurate, and cer- 
tainly more reliable 
than either of its 
semiauto ancestors. 
Intense alteration of 
the AR-15 platform 
combined with 
hunter comforts, 
such as a thick butt 
pad and contoured 
hand guard, contrib- 
ute to the latest 
(and very welcome) 
evolution of the self- 
loading hunting rifle. 

—R.M, 
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Stomping Out Burglary, 
One Home at a Time 



Chad Laurans, 
founder and CEO 
of SimpiiSafe, 
invented a smart- 
er way to protect 
your home 


How One Engineer Changed Home Security Forever 


In the spring of 2006 a series of home invasions 
swept through Cambridge, Massachusetts. Chad 
Laurans' friends were among the first homes robbed. 
They were scared. They felt frightened to be in their 
own home. 

They wanted to make their home feel safe again. 
But every home security company they looked into 
charged $45 a month and tried to lock them in a 
three-year contract. 

When Chad heard about this, he recognized a 
serious problem: There are so many people who 
need home security. But the demands of the alarm 
industry are just too high. 

“...Better, smarter 
home security...” -cnet 

So Chad did what many enterprising young men 
have done before— He Built Something New. 



Using his electrical engineering degree from 
Yale and his MBA from Harvard, he designed an 
advanced wireless home security system. He called 
it SimpiiSafe. Then he figured out a way to cut hun- 
dreds of dollars from the cost of home security. 

Pretty soon, friends and family were asking if 
they could get the system too. That was was just 
the beginning. 

It’s Here: Smarter Home Security 

Today, SimpiiSafe is the fastest growing home 
security company in the nation. 

Chad Laurans, now CEO and Chief Engineer, 
says, "I built SimpiiSafe to make home security 
simpler and smarter. It uses advanced wireless 
technology, there's no annual contracts, and it saves 
you hundreds! I'm proud of that.” 

Technology experts everywhere have weighed in 
too. CNET calls SimpiiSafe, "Better, smarter home 
security.. .an outstanding value." 

Make Your Home Safer Today 

With SimpiiSafe protecting your home, you'll 
never wonder whether your family is safe. Trained 
security professionals watch over your home 
around-the-clock. They are always ready to instant- 
ly dispatch police. This 24/7 security monitoring is 
ranked, "Best In Industry" by the CSAA. 

Each SimpiiSafe system has a 3-year warranty 
and you get Free Shipping on every order. Try 
SimpiiSafe today, risk free with a 60-Day Money 
Back Guarantee. 


SimpiiSafe 


Save 10% Today at 
SimpliSafe.com/FS10 




BEST OF THE BEST 


MUCK PURSUIT 
SHADOW TALL 

$265 • muckbootcompany.com 

There’s light, and then there’s 
light. Muck’s 15-inch-high Pur- 
suit Shadow Tall weighs just 
under 28 ounces per boot. The 
lace-up design makes it easy to 
get the boots on and off, and 
with a wider entry point you 
sure won’t have any trouble 
tucking in your pants in tick and 
chigger country. Completely wa- 
terproof and unbelievably quiet, 
these easy-on-your-feet boots 
would be a smart choice for 
early-season bowhunters and 
turkey hunters. — S.L.W, 



♦ 

XPEDITION XCENTRIC 

$ 9 5 0 • xpeditionarchery com 


The Xcentric — a bow from an up- 
start company in South Dakota- 
knocked the socks off the test 
team this year, tying for first in 
F&S’s annual shootout of the na- 
tion’s flagship bows. There’s a lot 
to love about the Xcentric, thanks 
to the XS Hybrid Cam that offers 
plenty of speed (354 fps I BO), a 
smooth draw cycle, and 80 percent 
let-off. Most important, we all shot 
the bow very well — and enjoyed 
the experience. — S.B. 




SITKA DAKOTA HOODY 
$249 msitkagear.com 

The hoodie has replaced the four- 
in-one parka as a waterfowler’s go- 
to garment, and this one is among 
the best. Its stretch nylon shell fea- 
tures a Windstopper laminate 
backed by thick Berber fleece. The 
hand muff is also lined with the 
stuff, and the fitted hood gets a 
layer of grid fleece. A lengthy front 
zipper that ends just below the ster- 
num makes it easier to pull on. If 
you get cold wearing the Dakota, it’s 
time to head for the truck. — D.D. 


REMINGTON ^ 
V3 

$695 

remington.com 

What this country 
needs is a really 
good semiauto shot- 
gun for less than 
$1,000, and Reming- 
ton’s V3 fits the bill. 
The V3S I have shot 
functioned perfectly 
in cold goose fields 
and cycled my light- 
est ^s-ou nee re- 
loads at the range. 

It’s easy to maintain 
and will run a long 
time between clean- 
ings. A 3-inch 
12-gauge, the V3 has 
a fully adjustable 
stock (with shims) 
and a useful maga- 
zine cut-off feature. 
— Phil Bourjaily 




FORD F-150 

$ 25 , 500 -$ 51,350 • ford.com 


By using aluminum body parts, the 
new F-150 pickup shed 700 pounds, 
which, in turn, allowed engineers to 
increase the tow rating by 1,100 
pounds (to a maximum of 12,200 
pounds). Improved engine technol- 
ogy also helps outdoorsmen go 
where they want, with the gear they 
want, when they want. — S.L.W. 



TRADITIONS 
PURSUIT G4 
ULTRALIGHT 

$ 344-$404 

traditionsfirearms. com 

The 5y4-pound Pursuit 
G4 Ultralight defines 
value and performance. 
Minimal effort is re- 
quired for loading, and 
the trigger broke cleanly 
at 2 pounds 10 ounces. 
Maintenance is a breeze 
with the removable 
breech plug and Cera- 
Kote coating. —B.F. 



HARD CORE DELUXE 

MAN CAVE 

$350 • hardcore-brands.com 

A well-designed layout blind should 
provide maximum concealment as 
well as a modicum of comfort while 
you wait for geese to drop into your 
spread. Hard Core’s Deluxe Man 
Cave (decoys not included) does 
just that. It sets up quickly and eas- 
ily, is reasonably portable (without 
disassembly), and has lots of pock- 
ets for accessories. A full zipper on 
the foot bag allows for easy cleaning 
at the end of a muddy day. — S.LW. 
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BEST OF THE BEST 



WINCHESTER XPR 

$550 * winchesterguns. com 


This is a thoroughly 21st-century rifle, and Winchester’s first truly new 
bolt action in ages. At this price point, the XPR is inexpensive, but by 
no means can you consider it cheap. The polymer-stocked long-action 
model comes with the Model 70’s M.O.A. trigger, which is a revelation. 
Right now it is available in standard calibers such as .270, .30/06, .300 
Win. Mag., and .338 Win. Mag., but more are sure to come. — D.E.P. 




THE GEAR TESTS 


Before a product earns 
recognition as Best of the 
Best, it must undergo 
field testing by our ex- 
perts. In all, more than 
150 products were tested, 
and 42 were deemed fit 
enough to earn this 
honor. Test procedures 
included slopping 
through mud with hunt- 
ing boots, running ATVs 
over challenging offroad 
trails, and shooting rifles 
from a benchrest (three 
shots at 100 yards with 
three different types of 
ammo). In addition, guns 
were inspected for over- 
all fit and finish, trigger- 
pull weights were 
verified, and barreled ac- 
tions were removed and 
inspected with a bore- 
scope. Optics were as- 
sessed for optical quality 
in varying light condi- 
tions, and our experts 
also tested the rifle- 
scopes with a series of 
live-fire exercises. 

— The Editors 



t 

PROIS ARCHTACH 
JACKET 

$400 • proishuntingcom 



RUGER SINGLE -SEVEN 
.327 EEDERAL MAGNUM 
$650 • ruger.com 




TITAN STORMPROOF 
MATCHES 

$10 for a box of 25 • ucogear.com 



FIRST LITE CORRUGATE 
GUIDE PANT 
$160 •firstlite.com 


We tested more women’s clothing 
this year than ever. That’s the good 
news. The bad? Much of it is still, 
well, bad. Not this jacket. Inside the 
DWR-coated ripstop nylon shell is 
8oo-fill-power, water-resistant 
goose down. Lycra panels in the 
pits stretch to accommodate shoul- 
dering a rifle and offer some vent- 
ing during high-activity hunts. Best 
of all, it’s built by women hunters, 
not menswear designers. — D.D. 


A trail gun should be suitable for 
small and large game. It also should 
be accurate and easy to carry. The 
36-ounce Ruger Single-Seven is a 
seven-shot single-action revolver in 
.327 Federal Magnum. It easily 
meets these requirements while of- 
fering five-cartridge compatibility. 
Besides the aforementioned round, 
it can accommodate the .32 ACP, .32 
S&W, .32 Long, and .32 H&R Mag- 
num cartridges. — R.M. 


When you need a survival fire, you 
need matches that will positively ig- 
nite even if soaking wet. The 4-inch- 
long Titan Stormproof Match burns 
like a road flare for up to 25 sec- 
onds — and it will do so even in a 
brisk wind. And the outsize match 
can easily be used while wearing 
gloves. Yes, you can sit at home and 
cover kitchen matches with paraf- 
fin, but this is a whole lot easier. 

—S.L.W. 


You won’t find a pair of camouflage 
pants more comfortable and dura- 
ble than these. Those attributes 
come thanks to a tough nylon fabric 
and climbing-inspired cut. Add in 
slim, yet functional, cargo pockets 
on each thigh and First Lite’s highly 
adaptable Fusion camo pattern, and 
these pants are just as at home on 
the early-season deer hunter as 
they are over a set of merinos dur- 
ing late-season elk hunts. — D.D. 
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STUDENT POWERED. 
TEACHER LED. 
CROWD funded;^ 


Think It Up is a new movement created to 
inspire students to pursue their passions 
through student-powered, teacher-led 
learning projects in classrooms across the 
country with support from Staples for Students. 


Students and teachers: How can you 
spark great learning experiences in your 
classrooms today? 


Think It Up - because the work that students 
and teachers accomplish today will change our 
world tomorrow. 


Join us at 

thinkitup.org 

st^nlesforstuc 


STAPtESl 


STUDENT POWERED. TEACHER LEO.-CRDn FUNDfO.' 


Powered by Don o rsChoose.org 


I Nick Jonas, 

I Think It Up Ambassador 


f^lt Up™ is a pr^ 


■'-nterti "iment Industry Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. Photo by Patrick Ecclesine 
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WAR ZONE OF A GREAT 
LAKES SALMON TRIBUTARY 
BLIND. OUR COMBAT 
FISHING veteran’s PLAN 
WILL ENSURE VICTORY 
WILL BE YOURS, AND YOU 

won’t need a medic 

BYJOECERMELE • 

ILLUSTRATION BY PETER ARKLE 
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ith a push of wa- 
ter and a drop in air 
temperature, Great 
Lakes tributaries from Wis- 
consin to New Yorkturn 
from quiet trout streams to 


salmon-choked highways 
everyfalL The spawn is on, 
and anglers come from far 
and wide to take their shots 
at the hard-fighting king 
salmon coursing up the 


riffly flows. In fact, so many 
fishermen are driven by the 
drag-peeling runs of a king 
thattribs becomecrowded 
war zones Jinedshoulder- 
to-shoulderwith hopefuls 
lookingto fish the juiciest 
holes. Of all the tributaries. 
New York’s Salmon River 
sees some of the heaviest 
d roves, an d veteran gu id e 
Scott Glazier has made a 
career out of keeping his 
clients on the fish and out 
of the fray. His tips will help 
you beat the masses, beat 
up more fish, and not get 
beat up yourself. 

@ 

SNEAK UP, DUCK LOW 

0 Deep, slow holes offer 
the best resting places for 
migrating salmon. Hun- 
dreds offish can pile up 

in these spots, and so can 
hundreds of anglers. But 
Glazier says while many 
fishermen are amped to be 
in the honey hole, they’re 
actually turning it into a 
dead zone with each cast. 
“It doesn’t take longfor 
salmon to shut down if they 
are being bombarded/^ he 
says. “Eventually they get 
tired of being bumped and 
foul hooked and just move 
out ofthe way.” More often 
than not, in stead of mak- 
inga long run, the fish will 
simply slide to the top or 
bottom ofthe pool to es- 
cape the heaviest barrage. 
You may not be alone for 
longafteryou hookafish in 
these areas, but you can at 

1 east get a few d rifts o n f ish 
that are willing to strike be- 
fore the crowd converges. 

@ 

PICK A POCKET 

O Ifyou’re fishing solo or 
with just a buddy or two. 
Glazier says you can have 
a better day by avoid- 
ing community holes and 
“pocket fishing.” Salmon 




require quiet spotsto 
spawn and rest as they 
move upriver, but that 
doesn't mean they need 
a deep, wide pool. Any- 
thingfrom a short eddy, 
toasmall break behind a 
rock, to a depression that 
creates a nook deeper 
than the surrou nding wa- 
ter, is enough to hold a big 
k I ng o r th ree. “T hese areas 
won’t hold as many fish as 
the big pools, but the/ll 
hold the right fish,” he says. 
“There’s a better chance 
they haven’t been bom- 
bard ed , so th ey 1 1 stri ke 
more readily. Ifyou find the 
right little spot, it can give 
you an hour of good fishing 
without the crowds.” 


action bite here, which is 
whatyou need ifyou pre- 
fer swi ngi ng streamers 
and plugs instead of dead- 
drifting.” Best of all, transi- 
tion runs are typically not 
crowded, and the heavier 
the crowds are in the pool 
belowatransition run,the 
more fish will be annoyed 
into shooting upstream to 
yourwaitinglureorfly. 

© 

CATCH AN EARLY FLIGHT 

O Getting up at zero-dark- 
thirty is one way to claim 
a prime piece of salmon 
water, and duringthe peak 
ofthe season, sometimes 
there’s just no avoiding 


Friendly Firing Squad 

i Glazier may know how to work around big crowds, 

■ but sometimes you're not going to be able to avoid 
them, he says, especially ifyou hit the river with a 
1 ^ group of buddies who want to fish together. When 
that's the case, his best piece of advice is all about 
I sportsmanship. “A lot of guys take a week off every 
fall to salmon fish,'' he says. “So you're going to see 
the same groups of guys in the same holes every 
day. Introduce yourself and make friends. Before 
longyou'll know everyone and can work together 
when fish are hooked, or when you need someone 
\ to hold your spot while you chase a fish.'' — J.C. 



MAKE YOUR MOVE 

O Salmon anglers natu- 
ral ly gravitate to pools 
that hold the most fish. 

But Glazier says it’s smart 
to rememberthat kings 
have to travel through 
not-so-good holdingwa- 
ter to get to those spots. 
He says the shallow, fast 
runs — transition water — 
can actually provide some 
of the best and most excit- 
ing salmon fishing on the 
whole river. “Salmon that 
are moving through fast 
water don’t have time to 
study every fly or bait that 
comes by,” he says. “You 
get much more of a re- 


settingthe alarms accord- 
ingly. Ifyou do beat the late 
sleepers to a prime spot, 
another way you can earn a 
little extra space is by opt- 
ingto flyfish. Glazier says. 
By nature, you need more 
room to whip a lo-weight 
around than you do to cast 
a spinning outfit or drift a 
center-pin rig. “When you 
flyfish, you makeyourself 
big Unless you're dealing 
with some really bad seeds, 
the average guy is going 
to give you some room. 

Not only do anglers un- 
derstand that a fly caster 
needs space to drift, but 
they're not going to want 
to get hit by hooks or lead 
in your back cast.” © 
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THE PIG 


NEW RESEARCH IS CHANGING THE FIGHT AGAINST FERAL SWINE. THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT IS SPENDING $20 MILLION ON THE PROBLEM. BUT WHAT ROLE DO 
HUNTERS PLAY ON THE FRONT LINES OF THE PIG WARS? 

By Will Brantley 


YOU’VE NEVER HEARD OF WILD PIDS being in your area. But one day a farmer calls you because he’s been seeing a 
group of a dozen porkers rooting in his cornfield. He asks you to get rid of them, and so you slip in one evening 
and set up 50 yards downwind of their favorite trail with your AR-io. 

When the pigs show, you settle your crosshairs on a big boar and squeeze the trigger. He drops in his tracks, 
and the rest of them scatter. You keep shooting and manage to kill one more hog before they disappear. The 
farmer is happy. You have a freezer full of pork and a newfound love for managing pigs. 

Trouble is, you’re not managing anything. In fact, you probably just made the area pig problem worse. 

If you’re a pig hunter, you’re probably also a deer hunter. You know that hunting is the best way to keep a deer 
population in check, and that aggressive tactics like sharpshooting can quickly reduce deer numbers when nec- 
essary. But pigs aren’t deer. A Booner buck is stupid compared with a boar; pigs react instantly to hunting pres- 
sure. That group of pigs, called a sounder, will continue destroying the farmer’s field, but now they’ll do it at 
night. Meanwhile, they’ll be breeding — and at an alarming rate compared with deer. A whitetail doe can have 
one fawn, at most, in her first year. A sow, on the other hand, will have two litters of four to six piglets by her first 
birthday — and the sows of the first litter will have litters of their own. Assume five of the surviving 10 pigs men- 
tioned above are sows. Suddenly, in an average year, you could be looking at upwards of 100 new pigs. — ► 




THE PIG REPORT 



EVERY YEAR, WILD PIGS do an estimated $1.5 
billion in crop damage. Their ecological 
effect — including impacts on native wildlife 
and habitat — hasn’t been quantified, but 
some biologists believe that number is closer 
to $20 billion annually. A Texas study 
showed that pigs frequently raid turkey and 
quail nests. They aren’t significant predators 
of fawns, but they do eat them given the 
chance. More important, they outcompete 
deer for top food sources; they’ll run deer out 
of your food plot, and then destroy it over- 
night. If pigs invade your ground, they will 
alter your hunting for the worse. 

The good news is that a war on pigs is un- 
der way right now. We know more about 
managing them than we ever have. Generally 
speaking, three approaches to the problem 
are currently in use. None alone can win the 
pig war. But combined, they stand a chance. 

^ Kill 'Em All 

Dr. Stephen Ditchkoff is a professor of wild- 
life ecology and management at the Auburn 
University School of Forestry and Wildlife 
Sciences. A deer biologist, he is better known 
these days for his pig work. In 2003, Ditch- 
koff and a team of graduate students began a 
wild pig research project on Georgia’s Fort 
Benning military base, which is infested with 
swine. By monitoring the animals with trail 
cameras, GPS collars, and bait, they learned 
that wild pigs are highly territorial. 

“You’d get a sounder — a group of related 
females and young — that would use an ex- 
clusive space, about 800 acres on average,” 
Ditchkoff says. “With little exception, those 
spaces did not overlap. We began to wonder 
if we could create a pig-free space by elimi- 
nating an entire sounder.” 



Pig Trouble 

Clockwise from top left: 
A tusk-bearing boar; a 
proud pig hunter; two 
nocturnal feeders; a cam- 
monitored corral trap. 
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Ditchkoffs team trapped two sounders at 
first and monitored that area for six months af- 
terward. It remained virtually pig-free. So they 
trapped three more, clearing a total of 5,000 
acres. Before they had to leave Fort Benning, 
Ditchkoff’s team killed almost every single pig 
from the 20,000-acre study area. Almost. 

“We told the natural resources guys that 
there were two pigs left,” Ditchkoff says. 
“One of them had a GPS collar, and the other 
was ear-tagged. Those two pigs never got 
trapped — and within two years, there were 70 
to 100 pigs back in that 20,000 acres.” 

This is the key to understanding pig con- 
trol, Ditchkoff believes. “I don’t care how 
many you kill,” he says. “The only number 
that matters is how many are left behind. Until 
we start talking about that, we have not em- 
braced the philosophy that we need to.” 

That philosophy is called whole-sounder re- 
moval. And few have heeded it more than Rod 
Pinkston, a retired U.S. Army master sergeant 
formerly stationed at Fort Benning, where he 
learned of the South’s pig problems. Pinkston 
is a lifelong hunter who grew up on an Illinois 
pig farm. He also has a keen grasp of the ap- 
plicable military technology, like thermal 
night vision. In 2006, he created Jager Pro 
Hog Control Systems, named for the time 
spent earning his Jagdschein (hunting license) 
while stationed in Germany. 

“After spending 17 or 18 years on a pig 
farm, I know these animals,” Pinkston says. 
“I know their behavior, their vocalizations. I 
know they don’t crap where they eat or sleep. 
I know you can’t leave a sounder in a trap 
overnight if you’re trying to catch multiple 
sounders from an area. They don’t teach you 
that in a college course.” 

Jager Pro sells a variety of trapping equip- 
ment, but Pinkston and his staff — almost all 
with military backgrounds — also do work-for- 
hire as pig-control contractors. Clients range 
from individual landowners to the EPA. 
Pinkston points to a contract with the Georgia 
Environmental Protection Division on Pen- 
nahatchee Creek. High rates of fecal E. coli 
bacteria were discovered in the Pennahatchee 
watershed, and farmers in the area were losing 
25 to 50 percent of their crops (corn and pea- 
nuts) to hogs each year. “We removed 624 
pigs in 76 events,” Pinkston says. “We docu- 
mented the eradication of a 5,000-acre area.” 

Not one farmer in that area lost a dime to 
pig damage in 2014. 

Part of Jager Pro’s efficiency comes from a 
rigid, military-style approach; this crew is 
good at killing stuff. But even more is owed 
to the technology they employ. Their 
M.I.N.E. (Manually Initiated Nuisance 
Elimination) trapping system uses special- 
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ized trail cameras that send real-time photos 
to the operator’s cellphone. The user can 
monitor the corral-style trap remotely and, 
when he’s sure the entire sounder is inside, 
trigger the drop door. Then it’s a matter of 
showing up with a gun and killing the pigs. 

Often, a pig or two will escape capture. 
When that happens, Pinkston creates a new 
bait set and returns at night with a rifle and 
thermal-vision optics to finish the job on any 
rogue hogs. When he wraps up a contract, 
the pigs are gone. All of them. 


+ Kill as Many as You Gan 

Damage control, rather than pig elimination, 
is the U.S. government’s current approach to 
the problem. In 2014, Congress approved 
$20 million for the USDA APHIS National 
Feral Swine Damage Management Program. 
Fifty percent of the budget is dedicated to 
field operations, i.e., killing pigs. The rest 
goes to research, disease monitoring, out- 
reach, regulation, and internal monitoring. 

“Feral swine are an invasive species, and if 
there are places where we can eliminate 
them, we hope to do that,” says Dale Nolte, 
the program coordinator. “But our first goal 
is to stop damage.” 

Most state wildlife agencies have already 
formed task forces or coalitions to address fe- 
ral swine, he explains. “We’re not going into 
states and deciding what needs to be done; 
we make recommendations on what could be 
done and what’s reasonable to achieve. Then 
we decide what we can fund.” 

This is the first time the USDA has ad- 
dressed the pig problem on a national level, 
and most agree that it is better than nothing. 
Yet, with tax dollars on the line, Pinkston 
complains of government inefficiency and red 
tape — the classic private sector vs. public sec- 
tor argument. There is, for example, little con- 
sistency in how states would use the money to 
control pigs. The Alabama trapping guide- 
lines, for example, recommend a 3-foot “con- 
tinuous catch” door that is activated by a trip 
wire and therefore all but certain not to cap- 
ture more than a few pigs at a time. Mean- 
while, Florida Wildlife Services is buying box 
traps built by prison work programs. Box traps 
are the most ineffective trap style of all for 
catching an entire sounder. 

Pinkston wants a national whole-sounder 
removal standard. He contends that it takes 
about the same amount of time and effort to 
kill 100 percent of an area’s pigs as it does 80 
percent. “We’re trying to show that elimina- 
tion can be done,” he says. “If you were Ter- 
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Shoot Him? 

Pigs are fun to hunt, 
and thafs part of 
the problem. 


minix and you only got rid of 8o percent of the 
termites, you’d get fired. If they know the sys- 
tems they’re using now aren’t the best, why are 
they wasting taxpayer dollars on it?” 

Ditchkoff points out that if the goal of an 
agency is pig elimination and it’s not using 
whole-sounder removal, then yes, taxpayer 
dollars are being wasted. But again, the federal 
program’s goal is damage control. 

“Look at it this way,” Ditchkoff says. “I’ve 
got a farmer out there, and I’m going to throw 
$5,000 into killing as many pigs as I can. I 
won’t get rid of them. But I am going to save 
him thousands in crop damage that year. 
That’s where a lot of agencies are looking and 
saying. This is the best bang for our buck.’” 


+ Don't KiU’EmJust for Fun 

In states threatened but not already overrun by 
swine, containment is the goal. The latest ap- 
proach for that — one implemented in Kansas 
and, more recently, Tennessee — is to outlaw 
recreational pig hunting. 

If you’ve read or watched any of the hyped- 
up pig-bomb reports over the past few years, 
you might believe that hogs are spreading into 
new areas like an airborne pandemic. They’re 
not. Pigs have lived in the Southeast since the 
1500S. They didn’t suddenly decide to walk 
from Florida to Michigan. 

No, there’s an undeniable correlation be- 
tween the wild pig’s spread in the past few de- 
cades and its glamorization as a big-game ani- 
mal. Most new pig problems can be blamed 
on escaped animals from high-fence opera- 
tions or illegal stockings by outfitters and 
hunters to create recreational opportunities. 
It’s a situation that Chuck Yost, the deer and 
wild hog program coordinator for the Tennes- 
see Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA), 
knows well. 


Tennessee isn’t teeming with hogs, but 
there is a well-established population in the 
southeastern part of the state — along with a 
strong hog hunting culture. For years, Tennes- 
see managed hogs as an additional big-game 
opportunity. New pockets of pigs appeared 
throughout the state as rogue hunters planted 
them to establish new populations. Releasing 
pigs is illegal, but the prohibition is difficult 
to enforce. The TWRA needed to remove the 
incentive, says Yost. “We began looking 
around the country, and in about every case 
where hog hunting opportunity was increased, 
the pig problem got worse.” Tennessee out- 
lawed recreational pig hunting in 2011. 

Landowners can still shoot pigs on sight on 
their property. Hunters can shoot pigs if they 
see them during controlled hunts on select 
WMAs with established pig populations. 
Aside from that, pig hunting is illegal. 

The new strategy has been a success. Land- 
owners who do have a pig problem are given 
the full range of options for killing them — 
baiting, trapping, night shooting — provided 
they first receive an exemption from the 
TWRA and monitor their results. 


PIG PROBLEM BY THE NUMBERS 


> $1.5 billion: Estimated annual costs in crop 
damage caused by feral pigs 

> $20 billion: Stephen Ditch koffs estimate 
for the overall cost of the feral swine prob- 
lem, including ecological damage 

> $20 million: Annual amount the USDA is 
spendingon pigcontrol 

> 2,000-3,000: Number of pig hunters Tom 
Walkerguided in peakyears 

> 114 days: Gestation period of wild pigs 

> lyear: Time it takes fortwo wild pigs (boar 
and sow) to become 25 or more wild pigs 
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Yost says the new approach has eliminated 
some small pockets of pigs, and slowed the il- 
legal stocking. But the public relations aspect 
has been challenging. People have been 
hunting pigs in the South for a long time. 
“We’re trying to change the culture,” he says. 
“And that’s a tall order. Hog hunters don’t 
like it, and the notion of a wildlife agency 
managing pigs by reducing hunting seems 
counterintuitive for many people.” 

+ The Takeaway 

Pig hunting is a hell of a lot of fun. I personally 
have chased them with dogs and spears, 
stalked them with a bow, and shot them at 
night with the Jager Pro guys. It’s always been 
a ball. The problem is that pigs wreak havoc 
on habitat and threaten native game species 
that hunters have worked hard to conserve. 

But a solution to the pig problem is within 
reach. With the right equipment and tactics, 
we can eliminate the small pockets of pigs that 
are appearing across the country. Nolte says a 
top priority of the new federal program is 
eradication in states with low feral swine num- 
bers. The Midwest doesn’t have to have a wild 
pig infestation — if we act now. 

In the Deep South, eradication is unrealis- 
tic. Taxpayer-funded trapping and night 
shooting can mitigate crop damage, and we 
should make those efforts as efficient as possi- 
ble with help from experts like Pinkston and 
Ditchkoff. But if you want to shoot pigs for 
fun, the farther south the better. 

Florida’s half million pigs are second only to 
deer in hunting popularity. Tom Walker (now 
retired) had one of the state’s largest hog hunt- 
ing outfits. “Everybody wants an affordable 
hunt with high odds of success. And that’s 
pigs,” he says. But he acknowledges that the 
desire to hunt them can create problems. “No- 
body is going to hurt Florida by planting pigs 
for hunting. But you don’t want them being 
moved to southern Ohio, either.” 

Pinkston believes it’s time to draw a line in 
the sand and outlaw recreational pig hunting 
in every state north of Tennessee, while edu- 
cating hunters and farmers about the pig 
problem and how to stop it. “If hunters don’t 
become a part of the solution, they’ll be con- 
sidered part of the problem,” he says. 

No one should feel guilty for enjoying pig 
hunting where it makes sense. But when that 
farmer with the new pig problem asks you for 
help, you have a decision to make: Are you 
going to shoot a few pigs for fun or are you go- 
ing to get serious about eradicating an invasive 
species? Because there’s a difference. © 


82 I FIELD & STREAM | SEPTEMBER 2015 


RUSSELL GRAVES 




A 140-class Ohio 
whitetail works a 
branch above a 
scrape in early fall. 


I 

The Mock-Scrape Trap 

Your bow season just opened. 
It’s time to make a fake scrape 
and lure in a buck ByScottBestui 
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S crapes and the month of November go together 
like ice cream and cones. As the rut builds, 
bucks will open scrapes, advertising their 
presence to does— and of course to deer 
hunters, who will make fake scrapes of their 
own to lure in a jealous buck. 

But it’s a little -known fact that whitetails visit 
scrapes every month of the year. You can use scrapes 
as a hunting tool at the season opener just as effec- 
tively as you can during the peak of the rut. Here are 
three methods to get started on mocks as soon as 
your season opens. 


TAKE HIS PIG 


PUNCH HIS BUTTONS 




O Mock scrapes are my favorite spots for hangingtrail 
cams once bucks shed their velvet. For starters, I 
collect a higher percentage of buck photos than I would 
at a food source or mineral lick, since fewer does and 
fawns visit scrapes right now. Second, as bachelor groups 
break up, bucks check fresh scrapes to see who’s new in 
their neighborhood. My best mocks are usually situated 
near natural food sources (acorns, apples, etc.) and/or 
food plots and ag fields. I lookforan entry trail into afield, 
then walk back in the timber 40-50 yards and create one 
to three mock scrapes. My cameras start shooting bucks 
within a day or two. 


O lVe had great success by faking a scrape close to an 
existing one. As I scout forthetopfood sources and 
most active trails this month. I’ll keep an eye out for the 
sign. When I find one, I create two or three mocks in the 
immediate area. I call this blowing up a scrape, because 
virtually every time I makethese mocks, it leads to aflurry 
of scraping activity in the area. I feel that early scrapes are 
typically opened by one or two dominant bucks, and when 
those deer find fresh scrapes that they didn’t construct, it 
punches their dominance and curiosity buttons. Blowing 
up a scrape is an awesome way to create a great stand site 
ortrail-cam setup. 


O Besides drawingabuckto your stand, mockscrapes 
can also position him for a shot. Wisconsin whitetail 
hunting expert Jeff Below makes three quick mock 
scrapes every time he hangs a stand, even if he intends to 
hunt the spot just once. "I use my boot to kick up three 
mocks in a rough semicircle upwind of my stand,” he says. 
“I don’t worry about a licking branch at all. I just want the 
sight and smell of that bare dirt out there when a buck 
comes in. I can’t count how many bucks I’ve sucked in with 
those scrapes. And when they approach, they’re not only 
upwind, but their nose is to the ground and they’re in bow 
range. It doesn’t get much better than that.” © 
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If your state regula- 
tions allow, take an 
apple to your stand, 
enjoy a couple of 
bites, and then toss 
the core into an 
open area. 


Att a^: fea’St ri ng t b^a"", 
tail frQnn^ol^ of last 
season's whitetai Is , 
and hang it from 
a branch so that it 
dangles about 4 feet 
from the ground.© 


Kilk , 

▼ 

l\IIIO Place an unusual, but 

unthreatening, item 
Four OIID63.t in your shooting lane, 

ways to pull such as a bucket or 

deer in those some marking flags. 

Make sure the Item 
l3.St I6W y3.rQS has no human scent. 

Spray doe urine on 
thefletchingof an 
arrow, screw in a 
field tip, and shoot 
it into the ground 
where you want the 
deer to walk. 

ByZeke Pipher 
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HUNTING MACHINE. 
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Get Your Heads Examined 

Are your broadheads ready to hunt 
with right out of the package? Here’s 
how to tell By Will Brantley 


B ad broadhead flight is usually a bow- tuning 
issue— but not always. Last fall, for example, I 
opened a package of broadheads and had to peel 
shards of metal out of the ferrules. Sometimes, 
accuracy problems can be traced to the broad- 
head itself, says Danny Hinton, owner of Hinton 
Archery (hintonarchery.com) in Murray, Ky. Here are 
five things he does before hunting with any heads. 


O WEIGH THEM 

“We had a guy who 
was having problems tun- 
ing loo-grain broadheads, 
and when we put them on 
a scale, we found out why,” 
says Hinton. “The lightest 
one weighed 83 grains and 
the heaviest was 103 — all 
from the same pack. A dif- 
ference of 2 or 3 grains 
per head won’t cause any 
problems, but much more 
than that will.” 


O SPIN THEM 

“You don’t need a 
fancy spin tester. Just put 
the broadhead on your ar- 
row, lay a hardback book 
on atable, and slowly roll 
the shaft back and forth 
across it. If the broadhead 
looks like it’s wobbling, 
something’s not straight.” 


O CHECKTHE 
O-RINGS 

“Most mechanical heads 
use O-rings, and I’ve seen 
them dry-rotted straight 
out of the package. Bad 
gaskets can cause blades 
to open duringflight, 
and that’ll ruin accuracy. 
Checkthem frequently, 
and if there’s any doubt, 
replace them.” 


O TEST FOR 

SHARPNESS 

“You should be afraid of 
touchingyour broadheads 
with a bare hand. One 
good, safe test for sharp- 
ness is to stretch a rubber 
band so that it’s just taut 
between your fingers and 
touch a blade to it. If the 
blade is sharp, the band 
will instantly break. If you 
have to saw on it, it’s not 
sharp enough.” 


O SHOOT THEM 

“The last thing to 
do is shoot your heads to 
test their accuracy, and 
don’t just use the blunt 
practice blades at 20 yards. 
Use real blades, and shoot 
them at your maximum 
range. Ifyou shoot your 
field tips at 50 yards, shoot 
your broadheads from 
there, too. It’s the best way 
to be sure that your arrows 
will fly true.” © 








C runchy leaves provide the ultimate 

intruder alarm, and it’s very difficult 
for a hunter to get into and out of dry 
hardwoods areas without alerting deer. 
But that’s not the case for whitetail 
hunter Ron Bice. He credits all the Pope 
and Young trophies hanging on his walls to his 
ability to remain undetected by a deer’s keen 
ears as he travels to and from his stands. Here’s 
how he does it. 



Several months in advance, to letthe deerget used to the change 
in their environment, rake away dry leaves and dead branches from 
trails on which you’ll be traveling. Cut down brambles and othertall 
plants to dirt level. Trim any hanging branches from all the trees 
or shrubs in your path. Use a chain saw to cut a narrow corridor 
through fallen logs. Your goal is a clear and clean i6-inch-wide path 
just big enough foryou to slip through the woods without brushing 
against any vegetation. 


O Be meticulous. Bice spends afull weekend in late summer, working 
eight hours each day, to craft his trail network. Then, a few weeks be- 
fore opening day, he goes back in and quickly touches them up. 

O Duringthe hunting season, clear the way again afterthe majority 
of leaves have fallen from the trees. Bice recommends using a gas- 
powered leaf blower. It is noisy but gets the job done quickly, so it’s 
less intrusive to the area becauseyou are in and out fast. 


© Consider creating a network of foot trails that will allow access to 
all of your stands. You’ll be able to rapidly switch stands duringyour 
hunt with little noise disturbance— or easily still-hunt throughout 
your entire hunting area. 


O A bonus is that deer will useyour man-made paths for their own 
travel. "Some of my trails are now superhighways for deer,” says 
Bice. "They direct deer right to me.” © 
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Nock-Tune Your Arrows 

Get every one to shoot to the same spot ByDaveHurteau 


E ven a dozen brand-new, high-end, correctly spined arrows won*t all hit 
the same spot out of the box, “Typically, youTl have four or five that are 
way off,” says Kris Christensen of Spot Hogg, which makes bow sights 
and other accessories. The way to fix that is by nock tuning. The most 
precise method is to use a Hooter Shooter, which some pro shops have, 
Here*s how he does it {typically taking all shots at 20 yards). 


STEP i: Shoot All Arrows 

Shoot all ofyour arrows through the machine 
to see which group together best. Then take 
any one of those and shoot it several times to 
make sure it hits in the exact same hole each 
time. Assumingthat it does, mark it as No. i. 
STEP 2: T urn and Shoot 
Nowtake any other arrow, mark it No. 2, and 
shoot it through the machine. If it doesn't hit 
in the same hole as No. 1, turn the nock slightly 
and shoot again. Repeatthis until it hits the 
No. 1 hole, or as close as possible. There aren't 


any set rules for which way or how much to 
turn a nock to make certain corrections, but 
with each setup you can often find a pattern. 
STEP 3: Tune the Bunch 
Do this for all of the arrows. You may not get 
all 12 to hit in the same hole, but you can usu- 
ally get very close. If one or two arrows give 
you trouble, replace their nocks and try again. 


ffyoa don^t have access to a Hooter Shooter^ 
do the same thing by haod. ft wont be as pre- 
cise, but you’ll still get better groups. © 
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Hooter Shooter 
It makes tuning easy, 
but you can do rt 
manually, too. 


SHOOTING 



- Newest innovation 
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The Covert Entry 

Four ways to remain 
undetected during the 
early season ByscottBestui 


E arly- season bucks are infamous for bedding tight to a food 
source, which makes getting to a nearby stand or blind a 
tough and risky proposition. Bumping a buck now can put 
an end to weeks of patterning; he may go nocturnal or 
simply move to a different area. To avoid busting that buck, 
follow these four tips for making a covert approach. 


GET THERE EARLY 

September’s lush foliage and dense grass makes 
it easier for a deer to smell your entry trail. Even 
if you wear rubber boots, the scent of crushed 
vegetation can alert a buck. But it will fade with 
the passing minutes, so get to your stand at least 
two hours ahead of primetime. 

SCREEN YOURSELF 

Mature bucks are expert at usingtheterrain and 
vegetation to hide their silhouette as they walk. 
Mimicthem by following a creek bed, ravine, back 
side of a ridge, or line of dense brush foryour 
approach. 

CLIP A PATH 

Don’t hang a stand without clearing a narrow 
walking path to it. I use a handsaw and pruner 
to make a shoulder-width trail void of twigs and 
rocks that can trip me up, as well as clothes- 
grabbing vines, brush, and branches. 

ALTER YOUR RHYTHM 

Only humans walk with a steady one-two ca- 
dence. Switch upyour rhythm and pause fre- 
quently, just like a deer, turkey, or squirrel would. o 

Some hunters use a walking stick to create a ^ 

three-step pattern, and scratch the leafy ground 5 

to sound like an animal. I’ve even popped a dia- 
phragm call in my mouth so I can cluck and purr o 

like a turkey as I sneak to my set. © ^ 
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Pretty Boy 

A wood duck 
drake dropping 
down to a slough. 
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Target; Wood Ducks 

Easy on the eyes and challenging 
on the wing, wood ducks offer 
exciting hunting right now By m.d. Johnson 
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HIT ’EM WITH YOUR BEST SHOT. 


A5 12 Gauge 
Mossy Oak^^ Shadow Grass Blades 


browning.com 
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THE SHOT 


THE SPREAD 


THE CALLING 


Jump shooting is as traditional a waterfowling 
method as there is, but that doesn’t mean it’s 
a gimme. Give birds time to swim into range, 
and stand, where possible, with your hands po- 
sitioned on fore-end and pistol grip, safety on. 
At the flush, smoothly mount, remembering 
to swing through the birds. Concentrate on a 
single first before attempting a double. Often 
the birds flush on their own accord, but occa- 
sionally they require a shouted "Hey duck!” to 
prompt them into flight. 


THE GUNS AND LOADS 


To target wood ducks, it’s best to go light. A 
2V4-inch load of i Vs-ounce steel No. 5 or No. 6 
shot from a quick-swinging 12-gauge is more 
than adequate in most wood duck hunting sit- 
uations. In a 20-gauge, Vs ounce of steel No. 

6s will do just fine if you don’t push the range 
at which you shoot. I’m partial to a 1952 Win- 
chester Model 24 side-by-side in 16 gauge, 
shooting 1 ounce of Hevi-Shot No. 6. © 


Wood ducks are fickle when it comes to de- 
coys. Some days, six to 12 good-looking fakes 
loosely arranged on a hidden pothole among 
the cattails or in a pocket in the buckbrush can 
be effective, with the woodies working almost 
like mallards— minus the suspenseful circling, 
for wood ducks, once committed, do so in high 
gear and without hesitation. On other days, live 
ducks couldn’t stop a passing flock. What does 
work, experienced hunters agree, are spinning- 
wing decoys like Mojo’s Screamin’ Woody. Love 
them or hate them, spinners, where allowed, 
are deadly on wood ducks, grabbing their at- 
tention at a distance and helping focus them vi- 
sually on the small spread of decoys. 


Calling wood ducks is like decoying wood 
ducks — sometimes it works, more often it 
doesn’t. Woodies make a variety of calls— 
peeps, whistles, and an odd rising whine 
that phonetically might look like peef... 
oooooOOOOOO. Most of these vocalizations 
are made by birds sitting on the water, and 
because many wood duck haunts are thick 
places, a flying woodie usually has no idea 
where the sitting woodies are. 

It’s easier and more effective, I’ve learned, 
to peep, whistle, or whine to birds already 
landed in order to call them to your blind. 
When they get within gun range, practice the 
art of jump shooting. 


G oing by many names— woodie, summer duck, squealer, Carolina 
duck— the wood duck is beauty defined. So handsome is the 
species, ornithologists bestowed the scientific name Aix sponsa, 
which refers to betrothal or wedding dress. Though most abun- 
dant in the Mississippi Flyway, wood ducks can be found in 
varying numbers throughout all four migration corridors. Wooded 
wetlands with ample overhead cover are the chosen habitat for this 
secretive breed, but good populations can be found in cattail marshes, 
flooded cornfields, slow meandering streams, and hidden backwaters. 
Here’s a quick guide to hunting them. 
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TACTICS 


Sleep In for Puddlers 

Sometimes, the best time to start throwing 
puddle -duck decoys is when the banks throw 
open their doors By M.D. Johnson 


FLUSH THEM OUT 


Birds already there? It’s to your benefit to bite the bullet 
rather than shoot. Walk up, flush them out, and let them 
leave by their own accord. Then set your spread quickly 
and get under cover. It’s no guarantee they’ll return, but 
which is better: one or maybe two birds for the day on 
the rise, or a full-boat six or seven in ones and twos as 
they come back? It’s certainly your call. 



When it comes to duck hunting, there’s nothing 
quite like the dawn patrol. Sunrise is just a promise 
on the eastern horizon as you sit quietly and listen 
to the sounds of the marsh coming to life— hoping 
that one of them will be the whistle of wings when 
shooting hours begin. 

But sometimes first light isn’t the best time to put puddle ducks 
on the strap, particularly on hard- hunted public wetlands. Often, 
hunters on foot or in boats push birds out of the area before day- 
light. Ducks aren’t dumb and will respond to hunting pressure by 
moving up their early- morning departure from the roost in re- 
sponse to this disturbance. 

Here’s how you can take advantage of this late shift and get a 
crack at those banker’s-hours puddlers that many waterfowl hunt- 
ers never even see. 


SET A SMALL SPREAD 


My go-to rig for this style of hunting consists of i8 Texas- 
rigged mixed puddlers — mallards, pintails, wigeon, shov- 
elers, and teal — arranged in a loose circle, with a Rig ’Em 
Right jerk cord in the center. On heavily pressured public 
lands. I’ll throw 12 coots — yes, coots — with a pod of mal- 
lards and wigeon to one side, also with the jerk cord. Pud- 
dlers are comfortable around coots and see few all-coot 
spreads. I’ll leave the spinning-wing decoy at home to give 
the ducks something a little bit different from every other 


rig out there. 

Bright Thinking 


A Kansas hunter sees 


some action in the 


late morning. 


SCOUT THE CLOCK 


It’s essential that you know when the flights take place. 

In Iowa, midmorning activity generally picks up around 
9 A.M.; when I hunted in Washington state, the bell rang 
at 10. Regardless of geographic location, scouting is the 
key. Bring binoculars and a watch, find a good vantage 
point, watch carefully, and make notes: What time were 
the birds flying? From which direction? Did they circle or 
drop straight down? 


FIND THE DESTINATION 


Midmorning ducks don’t dawdle. They know where 
they’re going, and they set down quickly. Once you’ve 
found that area, research it. Search mapping sites online 
to get an initial mile-high look at the honey hole. Then 
the ground work begins. Private land means getting per- 
mission to do hands-on reconnaissance. Public land, un- 
less you’re familiar with the property, translates into ad- 
ditional map work before putting boots to the ground. 


ARRIVE LATE, DUT EARLY 


Now that you’ve found where the birds are going, you 
can sleep in — but it’s best to arrive an hour or so before 
the birds typically begin their return flights. Factor in 
travel on foot and/or by boat, and give yourself plenty of 
time to get your decoy spread, your blind, and yourself 
situated without hurrying. 
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^i^^4Z/7t0C/U2/1^iSrt^ Shadow Grass pattern returns with Blades, the newest 
pattern rrom the boys who started it all. Answering the waterfowler's call for 
lighter-toned duck camo versatile enough to move between marsh and fields, 
the product of literally thousands of office hours in the blind. 
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TACTICS 


Honkers in Traffic 

Pull Canadas out of their 
flight path and in front of 
your gun with this early- 
SeaSOn tactic By Rob Jeremy 


I t’s nice to hunt the X, that magical spot where the geese have 
been going day in and day out— if, that is, you can find the spot, 
get permission to hunt it, and set up properly It’s great when it 
works, but it can be a crapshoot, especially in September, when 
Canadas and routine patterns don’t often go together. More often, 
goose hunters find themselves running traffic, which means set- 
ting a spread somewhere along the birds’ flight path and attempt- 
ing to intercept them along the way 


SCOUTING “We never hunt the X 
in September,” says eastern Iowa’s 
Travis Mueller, national sales man- 
ager for Avery Outdoors. “The 
birds here, and in a lot of places 
across the country, are getting 
bumped off the roost early now, so 
patterns are often tough, if not im- 
possible, to pin down. We scout and 
hunt the flight paths, trying to get 
underneath as many birds as pos- 
sible. It’s important to remember 
that September geese are very so- 
cial, young birds looking for safety 
in numbers as opposed to having a 


need to feed. You simply need to be 
in the right place at the right time.” 


DECOYS Mueller suggests using a 
minimalist spread. “It’s not like De- 
cember or January,” he says, “where 
you’re working with huge numbers 
of birds or migrators, when you 
need that big black hole of decoys. 
Early, I’m setting five or six family 
groups — two adults and four or five 
young ones— in pods, say, 15 yards 
apart. I’ll put my guns in the center 
or a couple of blinds on either side. 


and whoever has the shot takes it. 

“You can’t get frustrated when 
the birds don’t land where you want 
them,” Mueller warns. “Often, fam- 
ily groups will land wide and walk in 
cautiously.” 

For this early-season setup, 
Mueller sets his go-to full-bodies, 
the same ones he uses in late fall 
and winter. “I don’t subscribe to the 
‘Don’t show them your best decoys’ 
theory,” he says. “I set quality to 
get results, whether it’s September 
or January. If these geese remem- 
ber specific decoys in January that 


they saw in September, well, we’re 
in trouble.” 


CALLING AND FLAGGING There 
are times when running traffic does 
require some attention-grabbing 
tactics, Mueller says. “Flagging and 
multiple callers can help redirect 
birds. Generally, though, I let the 
birds dictate what I’m doing. With 
singles and pairs. I’ll follow their 
lead with the call. They honk, I honk. 
They plead, I plead. If bigger groups 
get noisy, then I’ll get noisy.” ® 





'Z ^'Illustraiiofi by JASON SCHNEIDER 
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DOGS 


One Cool Canine 


i. 



Make sure your partner keeps his cool 
when early seasons are hot 

By M.D. Johnson 



A cross much of the nation, 
September signals the 
opening of teal, mourning 
dove, and early Canada 
goose hunting opportuni- 
ties. But along with these 
annual traditions, the ninth 
month sees some of the year’s 
highest temperatures and humid- 
ity readings. Such heat makes it 
uncomfortable for hunters, but the 
hard- running retrievers, pointers, 
and flushers we use are particu- 
larly susceptible to the ill effects 
brought on by these extremes. 

Veterinarian Ira McCauley of St. 
Charles County, Mo., who also 
happens to be the man behind the 
Momarsh (momarsh.com) line of 
duck hunting boats and shallow- 
water blinds, offers up this check- 
list intended to keep Rover run- 
ning strong. 


O GET YOUR BUDDY A PRESEASDN CHECKUP 
WITH YDUR VET. 


many dogs that are at their heaviest early in 
the season — dove season — before theyVe had 
a chance to get active. Look at your dog. De- 
termine what his body condition is, and adjust 
accordingly. 

“Also, remember that even dogs that are 
in good shape are susceptible to heat-related 
problems.” 


lutely have to provide shade and plenty of wa- 
ter,” he says. “And know when to pull the plug 
for the dog’s sake. Some guys just don’t want to 
quit, and you have to be willing to do that.” In 
addition to water and shade, a cool bandanna 
around the dog’s neck can help disperse heat, 
because there’s a tremendous amount of blood 
circulation around that area. “Some guys will 
even take small kiddie pools with them in the 
truck, so their dogs can cool down.” 


O RE AWARE THAT HEAT-RELATED PRDBLEMS 
CAN HAPPEN. 


“It should be common sense,” says McCauley. 
“But dove season rolls around on Sept. i and 
guys are fired up.” Hunters need to adopt a 
different mind-set in terms of their retriever’s 
health and care in September’s heat than they 
might have held during those mild fall hunts. 


© KEEP YDUR DDG HEALTHY AND ACTIVE 
YEAR-RDUND. 


^ “The No. 1 thing guys can do for their dog is 
^ to ensure he isn’t overweight,” says the vet. 

I “These dogs are athletes, and like any athlete, 
Q they require proper exercise and diet. I see so 


“A checkup wouldn’t be a bad idea, especially 
with an older dog,” says McCauley, “but more 
important is to keep up with the dog’s health 
care and maintenance throughout the year. 
Preventive medicines for internal parasites 
such as heartworms are vital, as these condi- 
tions can put additional stress on a dog once 
hunting season starts.” 


O TAKE PREVENTIVE MEASURES 
IN THE FIELD. 


McCauley suggests hunting in the cool of the 
morning, if possible. And always remember to 
pack water, both into the field and a spare gal- 
lon or two in a cooler in the truck. “You abso- 


O KNDW THE SIGNS DFHEATSTRDKE ANO 
TAKE IMMEOIATE ACTION. 


Symptoms of heatstroke include wobbling, 
inability to stand, bloodshot or wild eyes, and 
panting that doesn’t stop. “Be aware of your 
dog’s behavior,” McCauley says. “Any change 
in attitude may be a sign she’s not feeling well.” 
If symptoms do arise, the vet advises water, 
shade, and an immediate cool-down period. 

“If you can get the dog completely into wa- 
ter, such as a pond, that’s the best. Or a vehicle 
with air-conditioning. Put her right in front 
of the vent, so she can breathe in the cool air. 
What you don’t want to do is put her in frigid 
water. You don’t want to shock her system. But 
if things get more severe,” he warns, “it’s time 
to get to the vet.” © 
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• Deeper penetration than standard lead shot 
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E ven big flocks of teal have a magical ability to sneak up on 
you. One afternoon last September I turned my head to 
watch a small flock of ducks in the distance, then looked 
back at my spread to see 200 teal backpedaling over the 
decoys. I recovered in time to drop exactly one of them. 
Unlike big ducks that circle and give you time to get 
ready, teal surprise you, coming in low to plop into the decoys 
without hesitation. Of course, sometimes teal will flash into your 


spread, dip as if they’re about to land, then 
pull up and go. That unpredictability and 
their zigzag flight make teal a tough shooting 
challenge. Early teal seasons add one more 
degree of difficulty: Only teal are legal, so you 
have to positively ID your target before you 
shoot. Here’s what you need to know to hunt 
them effectively. 


PICK A BIRD 

Teal often fly in tight flocks. Force yourself 
to pick out an individual bird to shoot — teal 
aren’t as fast as they look. Shoot at the bills 
of decoying teal instead of leading them. 
The bird hunter’s butt-belly-beak-bang! 
swing-through system works well at short 
teal hunting distances. 

Some hunters will let teal land in the 
decoys for a positive ID before startling 
them out of the blocks and shooting. If 
that’s your plan, jump the birds, pick one, 
and blot out the head of the rising duck 
with your muzzle. You won’t see the duck 
behind the barrel when you pull the trigger, 
but it will fall. 


DON’T QVERCHOKE 

Many waterfowlers, myself included, shoot 
their 12-gauge duck guns for teal, but a 
20-gauge is just as effective over decoys. 
Improved Cylinder or even Skeet choke will 
give you a broad pattern at close range. 

Teal are small ducks, and it takes a lot of 
pellets in a pattern to put a few hits on tar- 
get. A big bluewing teal may weigh no more 
than a pound, and greenwings go about 12 
ounces. Try 4, 5, or 6 shot. Your load should 
put 130 or more holes in a 30-inch circle at 
the distance you hope to shoot. 


SHOOT SKEET FIRST 

The skeet field is a great place to warm up 
for teal. The game is shot at close 10- to 
25-yard distances, and a round of skeet will 
show you almost every angle you’ll see in 
the marsh. Bring your duck gun, but not 
duck loads (only -/V2 and smaller shot is 
safe at gun clubs), and shoot your targets 
from a low gun start to give yourself 
practice reacting when teal take you by 
surprise. Sporting clays makes good prac- 
tice, too. Although the “springing teal” flies 
like no teal I’ve ever shot at, most courses 
include crossing targets, incomers, and 
dropping incomers that closely simulate 
waterfowling shots. © 
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1 Inspect each decoy and set aside any that are 
cracked, chipped, or otherwise in poor repair 
for patching and mending later. Look care- 
fully at stress points such as keel attachments, 
anchor-line points, necks, feet, and bases. 

2 Check all anchor cords for fraying, paying 
special attention to any connections, i.e., 
knots, swivels, and clips. Replace any that 
show signs of wear with new line or hard- 
ware. Lead weights can crack and break from 
repeated bending; replace worn ones. 


3 Wash each decoy with cold water only 
and a stiff-bristle brush. Don't use soap 
or detergent because some products may 
enhance the UV characteristics of the plastics, 
which you can't see but ducks supposedly can. 


4 Don't buy bargain-basement paints if 
you decide to repaint decoys; you'll find 
yourself doing touch-ups midseason. 
Flambeau's UVision decoy paint kits make the 
process easy. 
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D uck decoys weren’t 
staying put last 
season? Goose 
silhouettes not as 
attractive as they 
once were? Anchor 
cords tangled or fraying? 
And is that a spark plug at 
the end of that drake 
mallard? A couple of hours 
of prep work prior to 
opening day will ensure 
everything in your spread 
will be in working order. 


Decoy Detail 

Get your dekes ready and 
right for the season with this 
five -step checklist By hi* lEramp 


Rto has always felt a strong connection to the hunters and sport shooters of America. Though our 
innovation and pioneer spirit can be traced back well over a century to Spain, we see ourselves as 
a truly American company Never has it been more true than today 


Rio is proud to continue that pioneering tradition and share news of our new state- 
of-the-art manufacturing facility located in Marshall, Texas. Alongside the good 
folks of The Lone Star State, we are destined to write a new and uniquely 
American chapter in our storied history. 


www.RioAmmo.com 

Rk> Ammunition, litc » 7300 Regency Road TX 75572 



5 Wire rings or straight stakes can be care- 
fully straightened and repainted. Plastic or 
wooden stakes, if damaged beyond repair, 
should be replaced. Check each base connec- 
tion with the appropriate decoy to confirm 
proper assembly. 

O ONE MORE TIP: Doing all this work 
before puttingyour decoys away is 
worth the effort. Mud left behind can 
damage some finishes, and damp hardware 
may corrode. Get it done and you won't have 
any worries come the opener. © 


Photograph by JARREN VINK 







Sounds of September 

Why this month is an ideal 
time to grunt, rattle, and 
even bleat in a buck ByScottBestui 
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HERE ARE THE THREE TOP GALLS TO USE IN SEPTEMBER, ANO HOW TO WORK THEM: 

GRUNTS Bachelor-group bucks “talk” to one another frequently through contact grunts, which 
are easily mimicked by blowing softly on a grunt tube. I prefer to make short grunts spaced 
several minutes apart if Tm calling to unseen deer. When I spot a buck, I study body language to 
gauge his reaction to the call. If he appears curious and/or relaxed. Til work him until he commits. 
If he shows signs of edginess or unease, I back off immediately. 


RATTLING While some true mash-up buck fights occur now, I imitate the sparring sessions 
more typical of the season. I like to tickle the antlers lightly when I arrive for an evening hunt; 
any buck bedded nearby will likely head my way when he rises to feed. Even when I spot a buck, I 
work him with soft rattling that will make him more curious than aggressive. 


BLEATS If youVe after an early-season doe, soft contact bleats made with a can-style call will of- 
ten lure in females and fawns. But don’t discount bleats for calling up a buck. One of my friends 
was can-calling to a large doe on the Wisconsin opener a few years ago. Doug was ready to draw 
on the doe when a monster lo-point investigated the call. My friend was so shook up that he 
didn’t get a shot at either deer. © 


I t was a perfect evening for rattling. I 
stood, grabbed my rattling antlers, 
and lightly mashed the tines to- 
gether. Before Pd hung the horns up, 
I heard a deer approaching. I saw it 
just as I grabbed my bow, and 
within minutes I had that buck— and 
four others— within bow range. 

That hunt stands as my personal re- 
cord for the most bucks rattled in during 
a single sequence. But it’s also memora- 
ble for its timing: the opening week of 
the Minnesota bow season in mid 
September. 

I’ve long preached to my hunting bud- 
dies that rattling and calling works 
throughout the season, and whenever I 
feel my sermon is falling on deaf ears, I 
tell them that story September is tailor- 
made for calling. Bucks are often still in 
bachelor groups and have been sparring 
since they shed their velvet. And never 
forget that whitetails are social, always 
maintaining contact with deer they 
know and curious about those they 
don’t. Finally, the lush foliage of Septem- 
ber forces whitetails that can’t see very 
far through the thick vegetation to come 
looking for the deer they hear. 
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IT'S A TOOL ENGINEERED WITH PRECISION, ASSEMBLED BY 
AMERICAN WORKERS WITH ROUGH HANDS AND OVERALLS NOT 
KEYBOARDS AND FANCY PANTS. IT PUTS EVERY ROUND WHERE 
YOU POINT IT, EVERY TIME. IT WILL NEVER SLEEP IN. NEVER 
SHOW WEAKNESS. AND IT WILL ALWAYS BE THERE TO DELIVER 
THE KNOCKDOWN FOR YOUR DRAG OUT. IT IS BUILT TO HUNT. 


BORN TO GET IT DONE. 

THE REMINGTON MODEL 783”. 
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QUIZ 


So You Think You Know Deer? 


Take this month’s quiz and find out 



I YouVe seen some good 
bucks in afield late in 
the day, but they come 
in from several trails too 
far apart to cover with your 
bow. You should: 


Hunt a field with 
fewer approach routes 


Lay a trail of doe-in- 
estrus scent toward the 
bucks’ bedding cover 

Block the other 
approach routes 

@ Set out a buck and 
doe decoy 


You want to drive a 
big-buck bedding 
area once, then leave 
it alone so you don't push 
the bucks out for good. 
What should you not do? 

Have flankers drop 
out partway through 

Move fast so you 
get out without lasting 
impact 


3 You want to do 
your part to keep 
the buck-doe ratio 
in balance. You should 
harvest does: 


(a) As early as possible 

As the rut 
approaches 

During pe^ breeding 
season 



Have df ivers pause 
upwind before starting 

(3 Post a stander at the 
start of the drive 


(§) After the rut 



M Your brassica food 
plot is coming up 
® strong with radishes, 
kale, and turnips, but deer 
are ignoring it. You should: 


Overseed with 
clover 


Plow under and 
replant with wheat or 
oats 


@ Keep hunting It-*- 
sooner or later a good 
buck will show 


Hunt alfalfa or clover 
fields for now 


S You've spotted a 

bruiser buck scraping 
in an areatooopento 
approach. You should: 

(A)Try to rattle him in 
from nearby cover 


(b) Set up a buck decoy 
and use a snort-wheeze 
call 


(Q Make a series of 
mock scrapes and rubs 
near his scrapes and use 
contact grunts 

@ Set out a doe decoy 
and use bleat calls 


A monster is using an 
alfalfa field where a 
thin trail with large 
rubs leads in from cover. 
You gave it two long sits but 
he didn't show. You should: 


(^Continue hunting 
the cover near where he 
enters the field 


7 Weather can be a 
huge factor in the 
success of early- 
season hunts. Which of 
these is most favorable for 
mature buck movement? 


(^High humidity 
Rising barometer 


Awindstorm 
9iK knocked down a 

cluster of several big 
oaks and scrub trees on 
your property. You should: 

(a) Still-hunt the edges 
of it immediately 

(b) Cut it up for firewood 



Hunt another area 
for a different buck 

Drive the woods 
bordering the field 

@ Set out a doe decoy 
and use bleat calls 


East wind 


@ Low, steady 
barometer 


(c) Stay clear — it’s a 
dangerous area and 
more trees may fall 



(d) Plant shrubs and a 
few fruit trees around it 
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You've found afield 
that several mature 
^ 1 ^ bucks are using 
in the early season, but 
there's no good place to 
set up close to them. T o 
entice one of them into 
bow range, which decoy 
setup shouldyou use? 

M ^ 1 ^ You've located a 
I 1 1 small clearing in 
A the woods along 

a route bucks use from 
bedding cover to evening 
cropfields. It gets four 
hours of sunlight. You can 
create a mini food plot that 
will entice bucks to linger 
for an easy shot by planting 
all except: 

(5)Doe 

(^Doe and buck 

Lad i no clover 

Small buck 

©Rape 

@ Medium-large buck 

Crimson clover 


(d) Wheat 


FROM TOP: LANCE KRUEGER (2); GERRY YARDY/ALAMY 
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YOU’RE COLD 


WET AND TIRED 


its just ^tting started. 




Scope and Rings Sold Separately 


The T/C® Venture Weather Shield® 

Some guns don't come in from the rain. With the corrosion resistant 
T/C Venture Weather Shield, the reasons to get out there will always 


GUARANTEE 


ADJUSTABLE TRIGGER : 1 


CALIBERS 


#THEHUNTNEVERENDS 


TCARMS.COM 


r $75 
REBATE 


Thompson/Center 

Americo's Aloster Gunmoker® 


visit tcarms.com for fuii rebate detaits 
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U You want to im- 
prove your woods 
to attract and hold 
more mature bucks. Which 
project is least beneficial? 


(a) Daylighting the 
crowns of oaks by thin- 
ning nearby trees 


(b) T op-fertilizing oaks 
around the drip line of 
the tree crown 



(c) Hinge-cutting low- 
value trees and planting 
shrubs to create a bed- 
ding area 



No Yearling 
^ A mature whitetail 
^ surveys a pine grove. 

ft 
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■ Only 3 -year-old 

I or older deer 

H dsl can be taken 
where you hunt. Which 
trait will tell you to not 
draw your bow? 

i|| ''''ou have a great 

1 K stand location 

neartheend of a 
transition area bordering a 
food plot, but crossing an 
open area is the only way 
that you can get to it. What 
should you not plant in 
the open area to hideyour 
approach? 

(^Swayed back 

Neck that blends 
smoothly into the body 
just above the legs 

(A)Switchgrass 

A line drawn across 

the deer’s underside 

Buckwheat 

tapers up toward the 

rear 

(d) Roman nose 

Egyptian wheat 

(D)Corn 

■ M YouVe spotted 

■ To grow the best 

■ several bruiser 

1 ladino clover, 

H B bucks feeding in 

B plantwherethe 

a fallow field. TheyYe likely 

plot receives: 

feeding on: 

At least six hours 

(a) Mushrooms 

of sunlight with some 
afternoon shade 


(^Wildflowers 

Full sunlight 

At least six hours 
of sunlight with some 
morning shade 

©Forbs 

(§)Anyof the above 


(§) Mostly shade 
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Prepare the Ground 

Four last-minute projects to boost your land’s 
buck-producing potential By Gerald Almv 


Y ou’ve got your license and tags in order. Your gear is laid out. 
You’ve scouted and taken time off work. But you’re not done if you 
manage your own land. The habitat needs some preseason prep 
work, too. Here’s a list of quick projects you can do to improve 
your ground and food plot before the season arrives. 


PROJECT 1 

Release fruit trees by 
cutting back compet- 
ing low-value species 
and shrubs nearby. 
Provide daylight to 
your best oaks the 
same way, by remov- 
ing competitors near 
each tree’s crown. 
Drive fertilizer spikes 
deep around the drip 
line of oaks and fruit 
trees to boost their 
production. 


PROJECT 2 

Throw a few bags of 
lime on your food 
plots. It’s almost 
impossible to get the 
alkalinity level of a 
plot too high. While 
you’re at it, overseed 
any areas where 
the plot’s growth 
appears too thin. 
Rough the fresh seed 
up a bit with a hand 
rake for good soil 
contact. 


PROJECTS 

Cut low-value trees 
along the edge of 
your plots and leave 
them scattered for 
extra cover. Else- 
where, cut saplings 
such as red maple 
back to deer height. 
A 12- to 20-foot ma- 
ple is a waste. Whack 
it back to 4 or 5 feet 
and it becomes a 
valuable food source 
for deer. 


PROJECT 4 

Hinge-cut or cut 
through low-value 
trees to add cover 
along buck routes, 
and especially in 
buck bedding areas. 

A few crisscrossed 
logs and treetops can 
create a small sanc- 
tuary for this year, 
and once it grows 
over you’ll have a 
near guaranteed 
big-buck lair. © 


PROJECTS 



In the Thick of It 
An Ohio wall-hanger 
pauses in the middle 
of a brassica plot. 


PROBLEM: Brassicas are stunted, crowded, diseased, or 
going to seed, and ignored by deer. 


DIAGNOSIS: These plants can be challenging to grow. Plant 
too early and they may wither or go to seed. Plant too late 
and they don’t get big enough before cold slows their growth, 
allowing deer to obliterate the small crop. Sow too heavily and 
they choke each other out. Use the same plot repeatedly and 
diseases infiltrate the soil. To top it off, deer may ignore brassi- 
cas the first year or two before they develop a taste for them. 


RX: Check with local ag experts to find out the prime planting 
dates for your area. If possible, plant where clover, alfalfa, 
or soybeans were just grown, so the soil will have plenty of 
nitrogen. Do a soil test and add potassium, phosphorus, and 
nitrogen as needed, and possibly micronutrients including 
boron and manganese— both crucial for good brassica growth. 
Make sure you don’t seed too heavily and crowd the plants. 
Consider mixing in annual clovers to add taste appeal. 


PREVENTIVE: Make several plantings in a four- to six-week 
window surroundingyour area’s prime seeding date. At least 
some plots will be timed for maximum growth. Plant a variety 
of species, including rape, kale, turnips, and radishes. Plant a 
few single-species rows to see which grow best and which the 
deer prefer. Expect to wait a year or two before deer learn 
to feed on your brassicas. Best foraging will occur after cold 
weather converts the plants’ starches into sugars. — G.A. © 
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The Hollow Hunt 

i 

How to find a buck in those 


choice connection corridors 


between ridges and valleys 

% 

By Gerald Almy 

A 



- 



S ome still- hunters like 
ridges; others, stream 
bottoms. You’ll find more 
mature bucks, though, if 
you hunt the in-between 
zone, where hollows 
break out of valleys and rise up 
toward ridges. These midlevel 
draws connecting ridges and 
bottoms are prime travel corridors 
and bedding areas for big bucks. 

Hunting them properly demands 
that you move quickly between the 
spurs and hollows, covering lots of 
ground until you locate one that 
holds a good buck. Here’s how. 


Qbest hollows 


Vary the time you spend hunting each hollow 
according to how promising it looks. The best 
ones have some security cover such as dead- 
falls, brush, saplings, and shrubs as well as 
secondary food sources like greenbrier, rasp- 
berry, honeysuckle, laurel, plum, and olive. 

Deep hollows that cut sharply into the moun- 
tain face are also good. Move quickly through 
shallow ones and those lacking cover. 


Obugk beds 


Two prime spots where bucks like to bed are 
at the head of the hollow where it blends into 
the side of the ridge and at the lower points of 
the side spurs that form the hollow. Be on your 
toes when approaching these areas, because a 
deer may suddenly appear. 


Obugkmdvements 


In the morning, bucks often work up the crease 
of the hollow after a night’s feeding in the low- 
lands, and bed at its merge with the ridge. 
Watch for these traveling deer and glass for 
others that are already bedded at the top of 
the draw. 

In the afternoon, deer sometimes work down 
the hollow itself, but they often prefer to stay 
higher on the adjoining side spurs. They’ll ease 
down and mill around at the point just before 
it drops into the valley, staging there until near 
dark. Then they’ll make their move down to 
fields, food plots, and orchards in the lowlands. 


Qthebmals 


The key to a successful hollow hunt is knowing 
these movement patterns, and then using ther- 
mals to your advantage. Air currents are rising 
in the morning, so work across the heads of the 
hollows where bucks will be moving up to bed, 
keeping your scent above them. 

In the afternoon, thermals push lower. Bucks 
are working down the hollows and the spurs that 
form them. Approach from the bottom, keeping 
your scent below the quarry. Glass the mouth of 
the hollow and pay special attention to the point 
ofthe spur across from it that forms the hollow. 


Qtagtigs 


Cut across the tops ofthe hollows in the morning; 
the bottoms in the afternoon. Scan each hollow 
carefully and also across to the opposite hill. Use 
your naked eyes, then optics. If nothing shows, 
move quickly to the next hollow, with this caveat: 
Pause near brush or blowdowns. You might roust 
out a hidden buck and get a snap shot. © 
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The Art of Seeing Deer 

Four tips to advance your ability to spot whitetai-ls j 


lli.\ 


BYWavnpvanZwoll \ 


W e all know 
what to look 
for when 
scanning the 
woods for 
deer: a 

twitching ear. White belly 
hair. A horizontal back 
line. The twitch of a tail. 
But often, those standard 
clues don’t show. To spot a 
deer, or find one while 
hunting solo, you must 
seek out the invisible. 
Here’s how. 
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Buck Blend 
At a distance, this 
whitetail would be 
extremely difficult 


^ LOOK BEYOND WHAT YOU KNOW. 

Whitetails are tough to see because they appear as shards of the insignifi- 
cant. Your eye craves those few details peculiar to deer, such as a chalk 
antler popping from dark cover. But obvious clues are often obscured. 

To see more deer, you must recognize their indistinct parts. Deer meet 
your eye as patches of nonreflective earthtones on landscapes of hair, 
with scarps and hillocks of bone and muscle. Shadow adds confusing pat- 
terns. Your eye is used to these colors and textures as background. You 
must learn to see them instead. To cut through this veil, look between and 
beyond things you know are not deer. A deer isn’t a leaf — but what’s that 
spot behind the leaf? 

A LOOK WHERE DEER REALLY ARE. 

Most hunters look too high, because we’re used to meeting other people 
at eye level. Deer stand 30 to 40 inches at the shoulder. Bedded deer lie 
ankle-high, with ears and antlers at the level of your knees. Imagine spray- 
painting a fence. Aiming the nozzle over the boards won’t bring results. 

Don’t pass up lookingfordeer inthe little places. Deer can conceal 
themselves where the copse seems way too small, the vegetation way 
too sparse to harbor even a barn cat. Deer choose places to bed with an 


eye not only to their ability to hide but also to wind coverage, routes of 
escape, and thermal protection. 

A USE BLASS IN THICK AREAS. 

Binoculars don’t just magnify distant objects; they resolve detail up close. 
Slim, lightweight, low-power binocs are best. A 6x30 or 7x35 is bright 
with small lenses. Low power expands field of view and reduces apparent 
wobble. It also boosts depth of field;you’ll see sharp images farther into 
thickets. 

Q STOP AND LOOK. 

When a deer wants agood look at something, it stands stone-still, and a 
hunter should do the same thing. You can’t see well when you’re walking. 
As cover slides by, you’ll miss that tail flick because your motion imparts 
movement to everything. 

Stop often to look, in places with views behind and to the sides, as well 
as forward. Each step opens new windows into cover. Look before they 
close up. Read a sector as if you’re reading a page, before turningyour 
head. Panning is a cursory, machine-gun approach that shows you many 
trees quickly, but no details clearly — and you’ll never see that buck. © 
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Buck Down The author’s 
hunting pal shot this^ 
pronghorn on public land 
near Saratoga, Wyo. ' ' ’ 








ON A D.I.Y. PRONGHORN HUNT, 
THE AUTHOR ANO HIS FRIEND 
MADE SEVERAL LONG STALKS 
FOR TWO CLOSE SHOTS 

BY COLIN KEARNS 

— n ^ 

rom a high ridge we scanned 
the Wyoming plains for black 
horns. Patches of quartz flashed 
white under the morning sun, 
mimicking pronghorn rumps 
at a glance, and gusts shook 
our maxed-out views in the 
spotting scope. Distractions and conditions aside, 
my buddy Steven Brutger and I had little trouble lo- 
cating game. A mile and a half north, a buck and a 
few does grazed a meadow. Stalking the herd 
would’ve been easy: A cluster of aspens quaked be- 
tween us, and if we could sneak through the trees 
we’d have a clear shot. The buck’s rack looked 
decent in the scope — not a trophy, but respectable. 
We kept an eye on him while we glassed for some- 
thing else. Two miles east, another buck busied him- 
self with nine does. I struggled to gauge his size, but 
he appeared bigger than the other buck. What we 
could see clearly, though, was the complete lack of 
cover that stood between him and us. 
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I kept going back and forth between the 
bucks, searching for any clue that would 
indicate a size advantage but finding none. 
All I could decipher were the paths to each 
animal: a high-percentage stalk north to a 
fine buck versus a stalk east with herd- 
busting risks at each turn to a potential 
trophy. What the hell, I thought. 

“Let’s try him,” I said. We descended 
the ridge and headed east. 

KDHEIIigDOIIE 

This hunt was years in the making. I first 
met Brutger on a business trip in 2010. He 
works for Trout Unlimited, and I visited 
his Wyoming home to learn about the con- 
servation projects he was overseeing. We 
hit it off, and a year later he invited me back 
to Wyoming for a trout road trip. As we 
trucked from river to river, we saw hun- 
dreds of pronghorns grazing the rolling 
plains. At the time, my big-game hunting 
experience had been limited to treestands, 
and I couldn’t help but imagine the thrill of 
stalking a pronghorn in such country. “I’d 
love to hunt one of those,” I told Brutger. 

“Maybe that’s our next trip,” he said. 

Fast-forward two years: Brutger and I 
began to get serious about our pronghorn 
plans. For the Eastern hunter jonesing for a 
classic Western big-game experience, 
pronghorns make for a great gateway hunt. 
You don’t need a guide, and aside from a 
spotting scope and good binoculars, your 
deer hunting gear is enough. And in Wyo- 


ming especially, public land is plentiful, 
and tags are not difficult to draw. Brutger 
and I both scored tags in hunt area 52 near 
Saratoga — a section known for big public- 
land bucks. Before I knew it, I was back in 
Wyoming on another adventure. 

The first morning, as we pushed east 
toward the buck and does, we paused often 
to glass the animals and plot our next move. 
We headed toward a small knob that 
dropped us into a draw, which we crawled 
through, letting the sagebrush shield us. 
Grouse flushed around us, and the hot air 
seemed to thicken the closer we got. We 
halted at the end of the draw, just before a 
spot that would leave us completely ex- 
posed. Brutger pointed to another small 
knob 20 yards ahead. We’d have to belly- 
crawl to it and hope the herd didn’t see us. 

Crawling to the knob felt like tiptoeing 
past your parents’ bedroom after you’ve 
stayed out past curfew: You move gingerly, 
with your eyes half shut, as if that’ll make 
you less noticeable. I knew the herd was to 
my right and that they’d spot us easily if 
they turned our way, but I tried not to fret 
over that for the moment. Instead, I fo- 
cused only on moving as low and slow as 
possible. When I reached the knob, I rose 
to my knees and caught my breath. I wasn’t 
exhausted as much as I was exhilarated. 
We’d dodged the trickiest part of the stalk, 
and now had only a little farther to go. 

Brutger and I climbed to the top of the 
knob and peeked over the crest for a look at 
the herd — which had vanished. “Where 



the hell did they go?” I whispered. Brutger 
guessed they’d dropped below the ridge 
about 100 yards beyond us. We hurried 
across the flat toward the rock-piled out- 
cropping where we’d last seen the herd. We 
looked over a boulder into the opening 
below — and there they were. 

The does were bunched together, while 
the dominant buck chased away the smaller 
males. Once he ran off the last of the com- 
petition and joined the does, we finally got 
a good look at him. The length of his horns 
wasn’t too impressive, but the mass of them 
looked solid. Those details hardly mattered 
to me now, though. “We could keep hunt- 
ing and look for a different buck,” Brutger 
whispered, then added exactly what I was 
thinking. “But this has been a good hunt.” 

I nodded. “I’m gonna take the shot.” 

I moved to a flat boulder that gave me a 
clear vantage. Prone on the rock, I peered 
into the sight. The herd was only 120 yards 
away, and two of the does seemed onto me. 
As the buck ran to shoo off an intruder, the 
does stared in my direction. The buck re- 
turned and stood behind them, which 
blocked my shot. My legs started to shake, 
so I braced my feet against a rock. Mean- 
while, the does never blinked. They re 
gonna leave, I thought. Then the buck 
began to move. He backed away and 
turned broadside. My heart hammered the 
stone underneath my chest, and I swear it 
beat as loudly as my safety clicking off. 

The pronghorn buckled at the crack of 
my .270, as if the earth beneath him had 
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thundered. The does fled one way and he 
another. He covered 30 yards before his 
legs, his body, failed him, and he fell. 

I walked over to Brutger, and we shook 
hands. “Congratulations,” he whispered, 
as if still not wishing to disrupt the animals, 
the quiet country, or the moment. There 
were no hollers or high fives, for which I 
was thankful. My first pronghorn hunt had 
ended just as Td hoped. 

X gown TO TIE WIRE 

Filling BrutgeFs tag required a bit more 
work and miles covered. After I shot my 
buck, we made three stalks — each ending 
in a bust. Twice we couldn’t get close 
enough, and once we surprised ourselves, 
and the pronghorns, by getting too close. 

The next morning we executed another 
long, thrilling stalk. When we reached the 
last ridge, Brutger had the buck in his 
scope but couldn’t find a shot he was com- 
fortable taking. We walked back to our tent 
camp to regroup before the next hunt. 

We took the truck to cover more ground, 
figuring we could leave it behind if we 
needed to make a long stalk. The first herd 
we glassed included a buck that, while on 
the smaller side, was nontypical. Brutger 
has killed several antelope, but never a 
nontypical, so this one appealed to him. 
We parked and began pursuing the freak. 

We rushed to a spot where we thought 
we could intercept the herd. Of course, by 
the time we arrived they’d already moved 




past us — but we were close enough to see 
that there was another buck, and he was a 
giant. We waited for them to cross a field 
and go over the ridge, then sprinted toward 
them. Naturally, we climbed over the top 
just in time to see that the herd had already 
crossed another open flat and were about to 
drop over another ridge. “We’re gonna 
have to run again,” Brutger said. Once 
again, we were too slow. When we reached 
the second ridge, the biggest buck we’d 
seen all trip was 400 -plus yards away and 
showed no signs of stopping. 

“Maybe we should just call it a day,” 
Brutger said. “Rest up for tomorrow.” 

Tired and hungry, I didn’t put up an ar- 
gument. I should’ve known better than to 
believe Brutger was ready to quit. The guy 
is one of the most determined and persis- 
tent hunters I know, so when he spotted 
another herd on the drive back I wasn’t sur- 
prised that he braked for a better look. 

Brutger gauged where they were 
headed, so we drove back to the bottom of 
a mound, then walked to a granite outcrop- 
ping that overlooked a grassy valley. Just as 
Brutger had suspected, the buck and does 
had arrived. They were more than 300 
yards away but grazing toward us. Brutger 
and I hid behind the rocks, hoping the 
buck would move into range while there 
was still light in the quickly darkening sky. 

Brutger was to my left, while I moni- 
tored the herd with my binoculars. When 
the herd shifted and moved toward my 
right, I whispered for him to switch spots. 


I rose to my knees, my glass glued to the 
pronghorns — which I saw were eyeing me, 
too. I dropped behind a rock, fearing the 
worst: I had busted the hunt we’d come so 
close to finishing. My thoughts stumbled 
through an apology to Brutger but were in- 
terrupted by a gunshot. I popped up for a 
look. The does hurried away, but I didn’t 
see the buck. “Where’d he go?” I asked. 

“He didn’t go far,” Brutger said. 

The bullet traveled about 150 yards 
before it tore through the buck’s heart on 
its exit route through the right shoulder. 
The animal collapsed on the spot. Brutger 
lifted the buck’s horns. “I really enjoy the 
satisfaction of a well-placed shot,” he said. 
He wasn’t bragging. His words were 
simply genuine, from a hunter who appre- 
ciates a hard, honest chase. 

As we drove to camp, the dead buck’s 
musk had already seeped into the truck’s 
front seats, and the evening’s first stars 
poked through the navy sky. Brutger and I 
made the most of our last night. We built a 
roaring fire. We cooked antelope quesa- 
dillas. We put a head-aching dent in a 
whiskey bottle. And we retold stories of 
past trips and relived memories of this ad- 
venture, now nearing its end. During one 
of those moments when your eyes relax in 
a fire’s whipping flames and you almost 
forget how to speak, my mind raced for a 
new excuse to return to Wyoming. 

“How about elk next?” I said. 

Brutger took a swig from his drink, and 
grinned at the fire. © 
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HARBOR FREIGHT 


WAUTY T0OU AT IIIIIICUL0USLY L0W PIIICi$ 


QOilllTY roots 



27 LED PORTABLE 
WORKLIGHT/FLASHLIGHT 

LOT 67227 shown 

69567/60566/62532 



$299 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 


Batteries included. 


REG. PRICE 

$7.99 


30-1 1 IZ 

LIMIT 6 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies lasf. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



6.5 HP[212CC)0HV 
HORIZONTAL SHAFT 
GAS ENGINES 


E N e I « t s 

LOT 

60363/69730/68120 
LOT 68121/69727 shown 
CALIFORNIA ONLY 


llllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllli 

* LIMIT 5 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
t 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
[ purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be , 
presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.^ 

"mechanics 

SHOP TOWELS 
PACK OF 50 

LOT 68442/46163 shown 
61878/69649/61837 



REG. PRICE $19.99 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII1IIII1IIIIIII 

I LIMIT 6 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
[ 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
I purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

* Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
j presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

lOFT.'xIOFr 

POPUP CANOPY 

LOT 62384/62513 
69456 shown 



iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiii 

30-12 3335 

t LIMIT 3 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
t 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
I purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
* Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
» presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



8 CHANNEL 
SURVEILLANCE DVR 
WITH 4 INFRARED CAMERAS 

Hill Securtty- 
LOT 61229 shown 
62463/61624/68332 



recording time. 


^^^$25Q99 

hours of MWW 


REG. PRICE $399.99 


30aSOS7S 


presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


■I 


i HarborFreigfit.com or by calling 800-423-2567. 'Cannot be used with 1 
other discount, coupon, gift cards. Inside Track Club membership, * 

I extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, , 
generators, tool storage or carts, welders, floor jacks, Towable Ride-On | 
Trencher, Saw Mill (Item 61712/62366/67138), Predator Gas Power * 

(Items, open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not i 
valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with I 
original receipt. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. 

I Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. I 
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How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 

And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
600 Stores Nationwide. 


WOWi 


SUPER ; 
COUPON- 


U8*GENEflALIl 
26", 16 DRAWER 
ROLLER CABINET 




• 1060 lb. Capacity 

• 14,600 cu. in. 
of storage 

$31999 

REG. PRICE $649.99 

Iilliliiiiilliiilliililil!ilillliillliilililiilli 

LIMIT 5 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


^MrAMr super': I :^|iM|irsupVR'; 

■ ff Irff COUPON - 1 ■ ffirff COUPON- 


CENTRAL 

PNEUMATIC 


3 GALLON 
100 PSI OILLESS 
HOT DOG STYLE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT 69269 
97080 shown 

sm 

55% 

$3999 

REG. PRICE 

$89.99 

lllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

M r it T* 

LIMIT 4 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



29 PIECE TITANIUM 
.NITRIDE COATED 
HIGH SPEED STEEL 

Idrillbitset 

LOT 5889/62281 
61637 shown 


SAVE 

60 % 


$999 


IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII11I!III1IIIIIII 



REG. PRICE 

$24.99 


-1 «>i> ^ ^ Rj. V 

LIMIT 9 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day 



2500 LB. 

ELECTRIC WINCH WITH 
WIRELESS REMOTE 
CONTROL 

^ 'REG. PRICE $1}9«®9 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

tio 1 Ota ^4 

-.LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
'800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies lasf. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through f 2/1 8/1 5. Limit one coupon per customer per day 


LOT 61258 shown 
61840/61297 
68146 



$19®® “9 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 


20-60 X OOmm 
SPOTTING SCOPE 
WITH TRIPOD 

$49^ 

’1111111111111111111111111111111 



30-1 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling ' LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt, purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be | Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day . presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day 


9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED 
COMBINATION 
SAVE WRENCH SETS 
62 % 


LOT 69043/42304 shown 


! 



ELECTRIC CHAIN SAW 
SHARPENER 


SAVE 

40 % 



12 VOLT 
MAGNETIC 
TOWING 
LIGHT KIT 




$2999 


REG. PRICE 

$49.99 

lllllll III IIIIIIIIIKIIIlii Hill Hill IIIIIIII 

301 Ci^iOOS 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon ■■■ 
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3009@S33 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon ■“ 


METRIC 

LOT 42305/69044 

PJTTSBWiaH 
I I M ^ YOUR CHOICE! 

llllllllllllllll!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
I 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day 

" ’18 VDLT CORDfESS'’ 
3/8" DRILL/DRIVER 
WITH KEYLESS CHUCK 

dnlimost^r 

LOT 69651 
68239 shown 

REG. PRICE 

$34.99 

• IIHIIIillllllllllUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

301 

_ LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
I 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon ■“ 














lOWEST PRICES 


'^Wvn^' 




600 Stores 
Nationwide 


i RAPID PUMP® 3 TON 
LOW PROFILE 
HEAVY DUTY STEEL 
FLOOR JACK 

LOT 68049/62326 
62670/61282/61253 shown 

• Weighs 77 lbs. 


REG. PRICE $169.99 
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$3999 

REG. PRICE $69.99 

llilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

30 1 -r -1 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days trom original purchase with original receipt. 
Otter good while supplies last. Non-transterable. Original coupon must be 
oresentelV^ through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

4PlECE"f7lYFf.' 
RATCHETING TIE DOWNS 

LOT 60405 / 61524 / 62322/90984 shown 



60", 4 DRAWER HARDWOOD 
WORKBENCH 

I DESIGN- LOT 69054/62603 

93454 shown 

; SAVE 

' $110 

$13099 

REG. PRICE $249.99 
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jnu I 
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iner 30 It^ Drigit:l pitohue atti tflgird neiiu 
Or% e»d ■MU SoppliQ HSI. UKt-Tnm4i*le. Bi4»o nusl 04 
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HANDGUN SAFE/VAULT 

^nfcfir Hill Security* 
LOT 61581 



30199349 I 

LIMIT 3 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior I 
purchases alter 30 days trom original purchase with original receipt. ' 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 1 
presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per 


4000 PEAK/ 
3200 RUNNING WATTS 
6.5HP(212CCJ 
GAS SENATORS 

LAvei 68528 / 69729/69676 shown 

LOT 69675/69728 

Sill/E 

QEH tzm $29099 

REG. PRICE $499.99 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

3^“ 

LIMIT 3 - Cool It I 
800-423-2567. bt 

bKtU$As ill(r 30 di]fl Ihdffl Dligillt 

onrf itilt BCpHn t»l. NOfi-lTlAAi 


*84®®!swj§i 
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LIMIT 3 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior J 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. l\lon-transferable. Original coupon must be | 
presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

4^V2'^ANGlEGRrNDER 
dillfmasteT' 

L 0 T 6 QG 25 iliDwn 
95578/69645 





SAVE 

90% 

lilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
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Rf&UKE , 

$*395m| 
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301 T330T 
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REG. PRICE 

$19.99 
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301 oi^rio 


ISi^nERAUD 
30", 5 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

lAlrC 

180 95272Twn 

• 7041b. Capacity 

$16999 

REG. PRICE $349.99 
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301 00-*SS» 


LIMIT 3 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling LIMIT 5 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling LIMIT 5 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-3567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 1 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt, purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt, purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Mon-transferable. Original coupon must be I Offer good while supplies last. Mon-transferable. Original coupon must be I Offer good while supplies last. Mon-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. - presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. - presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


Illllllllllllllljlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

3D-1 43 3433 
I LIMIT 7 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
I 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
, purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
I Offer good while supplies last. Mon-transferable. Original coupon must be 
I presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

12 volt" 10/2/50 AMP 
BATTERY CHARGER/ 
ENGINE STARTER 

IOTGG7B^0581 

62S3l/GaB<S8 shown 


$2099 

. REG. PRICE $79.99 
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301 V 70 14 

LIMIT 5 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Mon-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per 




• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 

• Over 25 Million Satisfied Customers 


' No Hassle Return Policy 
• Lifetime Warranty on ah Hand Tools 


• 600 Stores NationwiEle 
> HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567 


REG. PRICE $7.99 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiii 

3031^144 

I LIMIT 8 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
I 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
I purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt, 
j Offer good while supplies last. Mon-transferable. Original coupon must be 
■ presented. Valid through 12/18/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 















AutoAnything 


THE LAST AIR FILTER YOU’LL EVER BUY! 


K&N AIR FILTERS 

The washable and reusable pleated 
and oiled cotton gauze filtration 
medium runs up to 50,000 miles 
between cleanings, depending on 
highway conditions. Backed by a 
10-year / 1,000,000 Mile Warranty. 
Installs in minutes. 

"Amazing Filters!" 

"K&N are the best filters on the market 
I wouldn't use anything else. The first 
thing I do when I buy a new truck Is 
order a K&N Filter for It Thanks K&NII" 
-Lewis W. (West Haven, LIT) 


INCREASE POWER 
& TORQUE! 


K&N COLD AIR INTAKES’^ 

Boost power and torguewith a K&N Cold Air Intake. Custom-engineered *Street legal in most states. Some intake systems^^^^ 

with the famous K&N Filtercharger cone filter and power-tuned intake JoptingCA emission standards. See online for 
tract. Backed by a 10-year/ 1,000,000 Mile Warranty. Easy installation. on each part for a specific vehicle. 




— ^ 

W 


¥ " ' 



SUPERIOR TRUCK BED PROTECTION! 

BEDRUG 


Only Liner I Will Use! 

"My 200 1 F- 150 still has the original in It. Deer blood, 
fish guts, wood, mulch, you name it and it has with- 
stood the test of time. A guick power 
wash and it's as good as new." 

- Mike H. (Havre de (Srace, MD) 


NEXT GENERATION BEDLINERS 

BEDRUG TRUCK BED LINER 

BedRug looks like cozy carpeting, but it's 
tough as nails. The thick mat cushions 
your loads and helps stop cargo from 
sliding around. And, it's custom fit to your 
.exac t year, make and model, making for 
^easy installation. Durable all-plastic 
material stands up to heavy cargo and 
nasty weather. Lifetime Warranty. 


THE WORLD’S FINEST HARD ROLL-UP TONNEAU! 

RevoLveRX2 

HARD ROLLING COVER 

BAK REVOLVER X2 TONNEAU COVER 

Bak Industriesis excited to introduce the Revolver X2 - an all-new and improved 
aluminum hard rolling tonneau cover that offers tough security, ingenious 
mechanical locking rails, a hush low profile design, and simple one-handed 
operation. Its unique "no profile" design ensures lower coefficient wind drag 
resulting in betterfuel economy, and renders a clean aesthetically rich look.The cover is 
designed to withstand over 400 pounds of evenly distributed weight, and the 
Tuff-BAK vinyl lining makes it resistant to dents, scratches and wear. Revolver X2 
allows for 100% truck bed access, and locks securely with the truck's tailgate. 


EASILY HAUL BOATS, BIKES SHORE! 

Haul your goods the right way with robust CURT Receiver Hitches. Featuring precision 
manufacturing for superior fit and strength. A durable powder coat ensures your receiver 
hitch looks great and stands up to the elements. Backed by a Lifetime Warranty 


gSCURT 



J17” 


BALL 

[MOUNTS . 


RECEIVER HITCHES 

Receiver tubes come in 1 1 /4" or 2"sizes depending on your vehicle 


AutoAnything.com 1 888.591 .6928 Free Shipping & 1-Year Price Guarantee 

@2015. AutoAnything, Inc. All Rights Reserved. AutoAnything is a registered mark of AutoAnything, Inc. Allother * ^ No Hidden FeeS ^ AH PrirPQ R;Tr^Pfl fnr ;i Full Ypar frnm Piirrh;T 


marks are the property of their respective owners. Prices subject to change. Not responsible for typographical errors. 


I Prices Backed for a Full Year from Purchase 








IN THE TIME 
IT TOOK SOME 

@"%! 

TO SCRATCH IT, 

FIX IT. 



In about the same time it 
took you to have your car 
scratched at the grocery 
store, our online videos 
will show you how to tackle 
almost any repair. 

V 

V 

V 

Paint pens »> ‘/z oz ^ 2 oz bottles 
12 oz spray cans »> Ready-to-spray pints, 
quarts and gallons 

AUTOMOTIVETOUCHUP.COM 

888 - 710-5192 



Upper Class Just Got 
Lower Priced 


Finally, luxury built for value — not for false status 


O nly a few of us are born 
with silver spoons in 
our mouths. Until Stauer 
came along, you needed 
an inheritance to buy a 
timepiece with class and 
refinement. Not any 
more. The Stauer Magnificat II brings 
the impeccable quality and engineer- 
ing once found only in the watch 
collections of the idle rich. The strik- 
ing case, finished in luxurious gold, 
compliments an etched ivory-colored 
dial exquisitely. By using advanced 
computer design and robotics, we 
have been able to drastically reduce 
the price on this precision movement. 
It took three years of development 
and $26 million in advanced 
Swiss-built watch-making machin- 
ery to create the Magnificat H, Look 
at the interior dials and azure-colored 


hands. Turn the watch over 
and examine the 2 7- jew- 
eled automatic movement 
through the exhibition 
back. When we took the 
watch to George Thomas 
(the most renowned 
watchmaker and watch historian in 
America), he disassembled the 

Magnificat II and estimated that this 
fine timepiece would cost over $2,500. 
We all smiled and told him that the 
Stauer price was less than $90. He 
was stunned. 

Try the Magnificat II for 60 days and 
if you are not receiving compliments, 
please return the watch for a full 
refund of the purchase price. The 
precision-built movement carries a 2 
year warranty against defect. If you 
trust your own good taste, the 
Magnificat II is built for you. 


TAKE 
78% OFF 
INSTANTLY! 

When you use your 
INSIDER OFFER CODE 


Stauer Magnificat II Timepiece — $399 * 

Offer Code Price $S7^ + S&PSAVE $311^"! 

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price. 

1 - 800 - 973-3089 

Your Offer Code: MAG446-07 

Please use this code when you order to receive your discount. 


Suucr* 


14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. MAG446-07 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.Stauer.com 

Rating of A-t 

^ Discount for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price. 


Smart Luxuries — Surprising Prices 


F&S /// SHOWCASE 

Toadvertise call ourtollfreenumberati-800-445-2714. 






F&S /// SHOWCASE 

To advertise call our toll free number at 1-800-445-2714. 


Survival gear that STOPS BLEEDING 
INSTANTL^iiiihe great outdoors. 



0 WoundSeal Powder creates a protective, instant scab to 

stop bleeding in seconds to get you back into action. 


0 

0 

0 


Guaranteed to work anytime, anywhere. 

Easily tits in a pocket or tackie box to replace 
bulky first aid kits and ineffective products. 

Available in the first aid aisle of your local 

CVS and other retailers. 
Visit woundseal.com for more information. 



THE DR®TRIMMER/MOWER 



Just Got BETTER! 



Trims, mows waist- 
high grass and weeds. 

Cuts brush, saplings up 
to 3" thick with exclusive 
accessories. ^ 

Thickest, longest- ° 
lasting cord available ® 
anywhere (225 mil ^ 
So 

/ 00 


1 YEAR TRIAL 


SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY 

CaWfor FREE DVD and Catalog! 

X 800-501-8059 

DRtrimmers.com 




America's #1 Selling 
Brush Mower for 
Over 25 Years! 

DR® FIELD and 
BRUSH MOWERS 

• The power to mow down 
saplings up to 3" thick. 

• 4-Season 
use with 
quick change 
attachments. 


SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY 

Call for FREE DVD and Catalog! 

800-501-8059 

DRfieldbrush.com 




VVIULJ VV^J 1-1-1 

THE BEST VALUE 
IN FLY FISHING 


■ 4--piece, IMS Fly Rod 
m Aluminum Fly Reel 

■ Disc Drag 

• Backing, Line and 
Leader Installed 

■ Waterproof Fly Box 

■ Fly Assortment 

■ Rod and Reel Case 

■ Rod Bag 

■ Rod Warranty 

18 Choices 
Starting at Only 


i-8a4-G59-FliffSfjy4) 

TOLL FREE ^ 

w ww. wi I d wa t e rf I y f i shing.com 



FREE SHIPPING 


SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY 

Call for FREE DVD and Catalog! 

?EE 800-501-8059 

DRchipper.com 


World's Self-Feeding 
Chipper 

for Homeownefs! 

DR® RAPID-FEED 
CHIRPERS 

• Devours branches up 
to 5 > 2 " thick 

• Big, easy feeding 
hopper. 

• Top discharge. 

• 3X faster than ordinary chippers!^ 


1 YEAR TRIAL 




Call for FREE Catalog and DVD! 

800-501-8059 

D Rpowergrader.com 


TOLL I 
FREE 


LANSKT 

^ SHARPENERS 

^ Qj 


EDC Knife 
^with 4-in-1 
Sharpener 


URBAN TACTICAL PACK 


Learn more at laiisky.com 

800-825-2675 for FREE catalog fas 


Smooth Out Driveways 

with the DR® POWER GRADER! 

• Fills in potholes and smooths ruts and washboard. 

• Remote control of grading depth. ^ 

• Tows behind your 
lawn tractor 
orATV, 


SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY 













& 

Quality Products 

Oxygen degrades 
your fish & game! 

Dramatically 
extend its fresh 
flavor for months 
with a commercial vacuum sealer! 


Pleasant HilLGrain 

huntPHG.com 866.500.5725 



ADVERTISE! 

Your Amazing Product or Business in 

Field & Stream 

Showcase Sl Classified today! 

For more information on how 
contact one of our salesmen today! 

★ 

Shawn Lindeman @ 212-779-5501 
Chip Parham @ 212-779-5492 
Frank McCaffrey @ 212-779-5510 

www.fieldandstream.com 



STRONG • STICKY • WATERPROOF 


Trust Duck® brand duct tape to deliver the quality 
and strength needed for every project. 




DuckBrand.com 


©ShurTech Brands, LLC 2014/57772 ■ 



The NEW DR® Leaf Vacuum is designed from 
the top down to make yard clean up easier, 
faster, and more thorough than ever before. 
And for a limited time we are offering them 
at incredible low introductory prices! 

Rated #1 in Vacuum Power 
Easy, 1-Hand Dumping 
Stores Flat in Minutes 
Converts to a Utility Trailer 




The DR® STUMP CRfNDER uses carbide-tipped cutting teeth 
(taking 360 "bites“ per second) to reduce any stump to a 
pile of woodchips. Grinds stumps below ground 
level so they are gone forever! 

QUICKLY ELIMINATE ANY STUMP without 
digging, burning, or chemicals. 

NEW, MORE POWERFUL and lower-priced 
models. 


NOW TOWABLE with your riding 
mower or ATV. 


m 


SHIPPING 


1 YEAR 
TRIAL 


0%I36 MO. 

FINANCING 


SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. CALL OR GO ONLINE FOR DETAILS. 


Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! 

Includes product specifications and factory-direct offers. 


800 - 501-8059 



F&S /// SHOWCASE 

Toadvertise call ourtoll free numberat 1-800-445-2714. 
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Toadvertise call ourtollfreenumberati-800-445-2714. 



Let Your Career take you to Alaska 




ifclir'-- 

Family Medicine, Nurse Practitioners, 
Physician Assistants, RNs and certain specialists. 
Competitive pay, no state income tax loan 
repayment up to $50,000 based upon your specialty. 
Live and work in an amazing place. 
Questions and more info to: 800.528.6680 







AltAIHOiV 


StlAI COVIIKS 


VfS ve got you (overe 

CinlomFK 

^ ForDnida 

«d 


sMossy 0^1 
?Realtree® 
►Advantage® 

►Digital Military I 
14 Camos & 14 solid colm 

1 00% Waterproof 
Cordura Nylon 

1 - 800 -] 









COLLECTOR’S SET 

8 for $8 

at Face Value! 

Get a Complete 8-Coin Set of 2015 Presidential Dollars at face 

value of$8!Yo\i'][ receive Uncirculated Philadelphia “P” and Denver “D” 
issues of all four 2015 designs - honoring Presidents Harry S. Truman, 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson! These 
2015 coins are struck for 3 months each and will never be minted again. 

Get the 8-coin year set at FACE VALUE - limit one set! 

SAVE 65 % plus receive a FREE GIFT 
Order your Complete Uncirculated 8-coin set today at face value of ONLY $8 and 
SAVE 65% olT ihe regular price of Plus, respond wiiliin 30 ihijs and 
get a FREE Uncirculated 2015 Blue Ridge National Park quarter. This coin 
honors the scenic parkway that winds its way through panoramic views of 
North Carohna’s Blue Ridge Mountains, into Virginia. 

You’ll also receive our fully illustrated catalog, plus other fascinating 
selections from our Free Examination Coins-on-Approval Service, from 
which you may purchase any or none of the coins - return 
balance in 15 days - with option to cancel at any time. 

Order your complete 8-coin set and SAVE! 

Mail coupon today or order online 
at: www.LittletonCoin.com/specials 
45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction 

Get a FREE Uncirculated 
2015 Blue Ridge Quarter 
when you order within 30 days 




★ JohnF.^ 
Kennedy 

Kennedy vowed to put a 
man on the moon by the 
end of the decade and 
led the nation through 
the Cuban Missile Crisis. 


Special Offer for New Customers Only 

SfVES! Please send me a Complete Uncirculated 
8-Coin Set of 201 5 P&D Presidential Dollars at FACE 
VALUE OF ONLY $3.00 - r«gularty 5 plus Free 
Shipping (limit one set). Also send my FREE Uncirculated 
201 5 Blue Ridge Quarter (one per customer, please). 


Add Custom 2007-Date Presidential 
Dollar Display Folders for $2.95 - ^ 

regufaefy - and SAVEi m 


M 


Please print your complete name and address clearly 


City_ 


- Zip _ 


QTY 

DESCRIPTION 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

1 

8-Coin Collector's Set (limit 1 set) 

$8.00 

$8.00 


Display Folders - SAVE 15% 

$2.95 


FREE Shipping! Merchandise TOTAL 

$ 


I ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED WITHIN 30 DAYS | 


□ Check or Money Order payable to 
Littleton Coin Company 

Charge my: □ VISA □ MasterCard 

□ American Express □ Discover Network 

Card No. Exp. Date / 

I I I I I I 


I I I I I I I I I 


Please send coupon to: 

a Littleton Coin Co.® Dept. 3WU41 6 

1309 Mt. Eustis Rd, Littleton NH 03561-3737 
America's Favorite Coin Source • trusted since 1945 






Dr. Bross advises erection size can be 3 inches bigger, stay harder and can have 
enlargement for a lifetime when you continue to take PRO-i-PLUS PILLS. Size can 

be bigger in less than 40 days. Choose Original, n. ..o T 

^ iiiv + o -1 * e *u i-oi-i- f PRO-fPLUS ULTIMATE does not 

Advanced or Ultimate. Special up to 6 months FREE. [ contain Yohimbe and L-Arginine 


What a difference 3" makes. 

REACH YOUR MAXIMUM POTENTIAL 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


PKO* 


(10 CALL TOLL FREE ANYTIME 
^ Se Habla Espahol 


PRO+PLUS LQ 
ACCELERATOR LIQUID 

Add to any Pro-i-Plus formula. And speed 
up the time it takes to get bigger by up to 
50 percent. FREE WITH ANY 360 DAYS SUPPLY OF 
PRO+PLUS PILLS 

PRO+PLUS MYTMAX 

TESTOSTERONE BOOSTER 
Increases Sex Drive and Performance. 

SUPER FORMULAS 
SPECIAL OFFER 
See FREE Special Below 

ATTRACT-A-MATE Pheromones make 
women desire you. 

SEXCITER LIQUID Excites women. 






w 1 -800-378-4689 

Sjli'-IS 1_-818-342 j: 20£8 9am^prri_PSTiM- Q_ _ _ «^g_PERF0RM U jJRA_CREAM ^ctim Cr^m 

SEND ORDER FORM AND PAYMENT TO: Phone & Internet Orders specify MYTmax 

I AVID PRO MEDICAL dept. 59FAA 
( 18720 Oxnard St., Suite 103 
Tarzana, CA 91 356 
^ I I Check □ Money Order □ Cash 
I □ Visa I I MasterCard □Amex I t Discover 


PRO + PLUS XTREME 

For Immediate Erections. 

Effective Up To 12 Hours. 

FREE B OTTLE WITH ANY PR O+PLUS FORMULA 
I’m Brenda, 

My boyfriend uses the 
Ultimate Formula and 
1 completely satisfies me. 
Hear all about our 
wild nights. 

(888) 242-0469 

I’m Linda, 

My husband is away now, 
but before he left he used 
the Advanced formula and 
the Accelerator. You can 
*’1111^ hear the bliss in my voice. 

(888) 241-9548 


PRa+ 

PIUS 


Phone & Internet Orders specify 
products and dept, code (shown 
left, next to company name). 

Quantity 


Testosterone Booster 

Can increase sex 
drive and performance 


^ CREDIT CARD NO. 

I EXPIRES: Month/Year 

I, 


60 Days Supply 


$45 

1 20 Days Supply 


$80 

240 Days Supply 


$110 

360 Days Supply 


$1 50 


Original Advanced Ultimate 

For men 1 8 to 55 who For men 1 8 to 45 who wants Has our highest success rate for 
need that extra edge, maximum penis enlargement any man 1 8 or older. Any penis size 

Can work in 5 to 6 can work in 3 to 4 months, and can work in 2 to 3 months, 

months. 



$50 

□ $60 


$90 

D $110 


$130 

0 $160 


$170 

□ $210 


CVS CODE 3-digit Code on back of card or 4-digits on front of Amex 


NAME (print) (I a 


I CITY/STATE/ZIP 
I EMAIL ADDRESS (optional) 

t Orders discreetly shipped with UPS or Priority Mail. 


PHONE NUMBER (optional) 


Foreign Orders — Add $25.00 S&H. 


$80 $_ 

$1 40 $_ 

$200 $_ 

□ $240 $_ 

PRO-I-PLUS XTREME FREE BOTTLE WITH ANY PRO + PLUS FORMULA 

1 Bottle (8 Capsules) $14.95 FREELH $_ 

1 Bottle 48 Capsules $48.75 $_ 

PRO+PLUS LQ ACCELERATOR LIQUID FREE WITH ANY 360 DAYS SUPPLY OF PRO+PLUS PILLS 

1 Bottle $25.00 each FREE LD $ 

Super Formulas Select ONE FREE With Any Pro+Plus Pills Order. 

Three Free With Any 360 Days Supply Of Pro+Plus Pills 

Sexciter Liquid to Excite Women $25.00 each FREEF^ 

Attract-A- Mate to Attract Women $25.00 each FREEL 

Perform Enhancement Cream $25.00 each FREEf 

TOTAL PURCHASE: $_ 

CA Residents add 9% sales tax: $_ 


t COPYRIGHT ©1 996 PRO+PLUS is a trade name of Avid Pro Medical. Individual results may vary. These statements have not been 
evaluated by the FDA. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. 


Shipping, Rush Service and Insurance $20.00 VALUE ONLY $ 14.95 

TOTAL ENCLOSED OR CHARGED: $ 


F&S/// SHOWCASE 

To advertise call txirtoll free number ati-800-445-2714. 





F&S SPORTSMAN'S MARKETPLACE 

For advertising information please call Frank McCaffrey at 800-445-2714 or 212-779-5510. 





#1 in Quality 
& Price. 

in the U.S.A. 


saaoo eovsESi 


16 Camo Patterns 
Available 

100% Money Back 
Guarantee 


500 Cordura Nylon 


MEN’S WIDE 
SHOES 



FREE catalog 
200+ styles 


-ffiMeccIi 


EEE-EEEEEE, SIZES 5-20 

www.wideshoes.com 


1-800-992-WIDE • Hitchcock Shoes 

Dept35R5 Hingham, MA 02043 



Compact Pontoon Boats 
Ultra Stable 4 Pontoon Design 
All Aluminum Lengths: 12i and 15T 
700 to 900 lb Capacity 
Weighs 350lbs. 
lOHp. Rating 

Duck Hunters (Olive Drab available) 
Complete dock systems and 
dock floats available. 

Toll Free: 877-407-8645 

www.hotwoods.coni 


^TerraTrike^ 

"Adventure is 
worthwhile in itself 

Amelia Earhartt’^ 1- 

I .Vv , *.'3 

-iW4 , 


/J' -it 




\ 


■■ 

Rediscover the joy and 
freedom of cycling! 

FREE CATALOG: 80(^945-9910 TerraTrike.com 


HUNTING 


Hunting, Fishing & Supplies 

Great Lakes Shooters Supply 

Online Store - Firearms, Ammo, Optics, 
Knives, Crossbows, Pelican Cases, Safes 

www.greatlakesshooterssupply.com 


live Bait 


Producing quality live fishing bait since 1951. 
Mealworms, Mighty Mealys, 
Waxworms, and Spikes. 

Grubco Inc. 800-222-3563 
www.grubco.com 


Producing quality live fishing bait since 1951. 
Mealworms, Mighty Mealys, 
Waxworms, and Spikes. 

Grubco Inc. 800-222-3563 
WWW. grubco . com 


Field & Stream reserves the right to refuse any ad- 
vertising order. Only publication of an advertise- 
ment shall constitute final acceptance of an order. 
Publication does not constitute an agreement for 
continued publication. All orders are subject to the 
applicable rate card, copies of which are available 
upon request sent to the address provided. Field 
& Stream, 2 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10016. 


HUNTING 


Poultry 


Meyer Hatchery Full line of poultry, game birds 
& poultry equipment. Free Catalog 
1-888-568-9755. www.MeyerHatchery.com 
626 St. Rt. 89, Polk, OH 44866 


Traps 


PcsOutdoors.com 

Trapping, Predator Calling and 
Firearm Supply SUPERSTORE. 

Also check out our Newest Divion: 

www.firebirdshootingsupply.coi 

or call us at 989-569-3482 


'd 

m 



GENERAL 


Help Vl^ted 

$400 WEEKLY ASSEMBLING PRODUCTS 

from home. For free information, send SASE; 
HOME ASSEMBLY-FS Box 450, New Britain, 
CT 06050-0450 


REAL ESTATE 


Land for Sale 


FREE! Ozark real estate catalog. 
Affordable getaway properties of all types. 

www.onlineoml.com, 1-800-591-4047. 


Selling 200+/- acres of prime agricultural & 
recreational land with frontage along the Kalamazoo 
River at public auction. Located in Jackson Co. 
Michigan, home to some of Michigan’s best deer 
hunting. For more information, go to 
www.belcherauction.com 



SPORTSMAN’S PARADISE 


Hersey, Michigan 

75-miles north of Grand Rapids. Beautiful, 
custom 4,000+ s.f. log home on 2.9 wooded 
acres. 375 ft. Muskegon river frontage. 
Hunting, fishing, recreation, wildlife galore. 
$399,900 

More acreage is available. 

Mike Kothe, Broker. Real Estate Plus 

616-299-3868 • www.RealEstatePlusMI.com 


REAL ESTATE 


Land for Sale 


NY STATE LAND SALE 


5 Acres w/ New Camp: $29,995 

9.3 Acres on Little Salmon River: $29,995 

• 

42.8 Acres w/ Pond, 

Borders State Land: $59,995 

• 

82.6 Acres w/ Big Bucks, 

Existing Driveway, Adirondacks 


Tons of State Land Nearby: $59,900 
Over 100 Properties. Financing Available. 

Christmas & Associates 

Contact us at; 800-229-7843 
Or visit: www.landandcamps.com 


F&S DESTINATIONS 

Call Eric Genova at 212-779-7172 ext. 221 


Montana 


FREEDOM CODDTOT 

20 Acres in WESTERN MONTANA, famous trout fishing 
streams, backpacking, camping, reknown Hunting 
privileges (elk, deer, moose, bear). ONLY $500 down 
payment with 1-YR. FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 
Call toll FREE for colored brochure or visit us on the WEB 
at www.treasurestateranchesmt.com. 

Monthly Payments made to fit your budget! 

Call us today for a FREE 
color borchure 1-800-592-5990 
www.treasurestateranchesmt.com 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Ave., - Dept. FS 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000 


Place your ad here! 
For more advertising 
information in the 
Sportsman's 
Marketplace Section 
call Frank McCaffrey 
at 212-779-5510 or 
1-800-445-2714 

To advertise in the 
Destination Section 
call Eric Genova at 
212-779-7172 ext. 221 









UNBELIEVABLE 

LUXURIOUS COMFORT 



Indoor/Outdoor 
Comfort Moccasins 


Keep Your Feet Warm & Cozy 

Whether you're relaxing indoors or making a trip out to 
the mailbox, these ankle high, fleece-lined moccasins 
will keep you warm and comfortable. These fashion- 
able faux suede moccasins have a thick fleece lining 
and memory foam insole that hugs your feet, making 
them so comfortable, you'll feel like you're walking on 
clouds. Fashion import made with a non-slip tread is 
great for indoors and out. Hurry, order today and your 
shipping is FREE, plus a EREE surprise gift! 


Memor 

Foam 


For Men 
& Women 


Memory Foam 
Insoles and 
Thick Fleecy 
Lining Caress 
Your Feet 


Wear 
Indoors 
Or Out! 


FREE 

Shipping 


Receive A Free Surprise Gift 
with every order 


1 - 800 - 530-2689 

Order Now Toll-Free 


Connect with 

Dream Products. com 

website offers may vary 


^ 0 n ® n] 

email fBcetitKA pinlsrait gi:iDgle'+' 


IN[ 

}|CATENUHI 

BER OF PAIRS ORDERED UNDE 

;R SIZE 

Men’s 

#96040 

S (5-672) 

#96041 

M (7-872) 

#96042 

L (9-1 072) 

#96043 

XL (11-12) 

Ladies’ 

#96611 
XS (5-6) 

#96045 

S (672-7) 

#96046 

M (772-872) 

#96047 

L (9-1 072) 

Pr(s) Comfort Moccasins @ $9.99 pr. 

$ 

CA residents must add 7.5% sales tax 

$ 

FREE Requiar Shipping 

$ FREE 

Add $2.00 Handling (No matter how many you order) 

$ 2.00 

1 1 . FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional) 

1 1 ^ Add An Additional $2.95 

(receive your order 5-7 days from shipment) 

$ 2.95 

P!ease^ Print Clearly 

TOTAL 

$ 


□ VISA □ MasterCard □ Discover®/NOVUS®'^Cards 


Dept. 72526 

Card# 

Exp. Date 

/ 


1 1 1 1 1 1 







Name 

Address 

City ST Zip 

Daytime Phone # 

Email Address 

Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. 
Send Order To: 412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA 91496 


Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back 


^ 11 / p 0 R t; m R n life 



DYEING TO 
CONNECT 

rm no match for my 

daughter’s teenage angst 

By Bill Heavey 

MMA IS 15 , the age at which she 
wonders why it took so long to see 
that you, her father, are an idiot. It’s 
not just that you are clueless about who she 
really is. You also embarrass her, mostly by 
existing. You talk to people you don’t know, 
which is totally uncool. You ignore her re- 
quest to walk behind her at the mall so that no 
one will suspect you’re related. You choose 
inopportune moments to channel the Jamai- 
can man who lives inside you. 

A child’s developmental task at this age is to 
separate from her parents. And since I only see 
Emma on alternate weekends, she has to pack 
a lot of rebellion into that time. She does this 
by wearing earbuds all the time, including in 
the shower. She dresses in clothes that would 
be appropriate at a tomato fight with zombies. 
Knowing that her father hunts, she declares 
herself a vegetarian. She mostly eats pizza, as 
long as it doesn’t have any vegetables on it. 
Overwhelmed, I look to parenting books. 
These are all written by experts with grown 
children, some of whom benefited greatly from 
drug-treatment programs. The books assure 
me that my daughter still needs me. She needs 
my love and attention. She needs me to set lim- 
its so she knows what to rebel against. And she 
needs me to drive her to buy the purple dye she 
is applying to her hair at this moment. 

Every 15 minutes, I am summoned to the 
bathroom to paint bleach or dye on another 
strand of hair, which she then wraps in tinfoil. 
The Splat Oxide label says the bottle may ex- 
plode if left unused for more than two minutes. 
A drop on the toilet seat burns right through 


the paint. The color Emma chose is Lusty Lav- 
ender. I wish that I were making this up. 

It wasn’t long ago that my daughter would 
fish and shoot her bow. Now, the fact that I 
approve of these activities is reason enough to 
reject them. I even tried forbidding them. This 
was met by the kind of eye-roll that only a 
15-year-old girl can do, the kind that would 
strain the ocular muscles of a normal person. 
She said, “That’s, like, child psychology loi. 
I’m not an idiot, you know.” 

“I never said you were an idiot.” I knew as I 
spoke that this was a textbook example of the 
wrong thing to say. But I’d already said it. 

“Yes you do! All the time!” 

“Like when?” Again, huge mistake. (Why 
was I taking the bait? What was wrong with 
me?) 

“Like right now! Like whenever you’re 
awake!” 

I said nothing. 

These days, getting her outside for longer 
than it takes to walk to the car is a victory. Re- 
calling that Emma had once voiced an interest 


in shooting, I decided to get her a sporting clays 
lesson. The chief qualification for the coach was 
that he not be me. I called Rhys Arthur, a noted 
Level III instructor. Unfortunately, the lesson 
fell on the day after I’d briefly confiscated her 
phone for refusing to surrender it by 9:30 P.M. 
When it comes to taking revenge, the Mafia has 
nothing on teenage girls. Emma waited until we 
arrived to announce that she had no intention of 
shooting. I remembered a therapist’s words. 
“When your kid is pushing your buttons, don’t 
react. You have to be like Lucite.” I breathed 
deeply. I tried to picture myself encased in po- 
lymerized methyl methacrylate. I couldn’t. 
What I saw was more like a dry cleaner’s bag. 
“O.K.,” I said brightly. “No problem.” I took 
the lesson while Emma sulked, earbuds firmly 
in place beneath her earmuffs. At a certain point 
I missed four birds in a row, prompting a rare 
smile. Rhys saw the opening and got her to try 
his .410. “Forget about the gun,” he said. “Just 
focus on the bird.” Em missed her first two 
shots but dusted the third. She smiled again — 
twice in one day! — then caught herself. Re- 
membering her mission, she sat down and re- 
dedicated herself to sulking. 

It was a 45-minute drive to her mother’s. I 
was desperate for one moment of connection 
before the weekend was over. I invited her to 
plug her phone into the car stereo and play me 
a song she liked. It was “I’m There” by Hey 
Violet. It wasn’t bad. I told her I liked it. Part 
of the chorus went: 

"Cause no one wants to he alone... 

You just have to say the word and I’m there 

Something happened during that ride. Some- 
how we both softened a bit. Being the target of 
her resentment and anger hadn’t been fun. But 
maybe I’d misread them. Maybe they were 
symptoms of things deeper and harder to ex- 
press — the fear and confusion of being a teen- 
ager. Maybe what she needed wasn’t fatherly 
wisdom and advice. Maybe what she needed 
was something more fundamental, simpler — the 
knowledge that her father loved her beyond all 
reckoning. That he would always love her, no 
matter what. That was one thing that I did know 
how to do. 

When I dropped her at Jane’s I had to sort of 
corral her into a hug. She resisted at first. After 
a moment she gave in and hugged me back. “I 
love you, monk,” I said. “Always will.” I 
squeezed. “Love you too. Daddy,” she mur- 
mured. And then my purple-haired daughter 
skipped up the steps to her mother’s door. © 
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for your boat 

geico-com 1 1-800-865-4846 1 local office J ^ 


Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten by Seaworthy Insurance Company, a GEICO company. 
GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko Image © 1999-2015. © 2015 GEICO 



MORE CLEAR SHOTS 

EQUAL MORE KILL SHOTS. 





Will Primos 

Host, Primos TRUTH^ 
About Hunting TV 




©2015 


TRUTH WITH CLEARSHOF 


ClearShot displays the highest point of your arrow’s flight so you can avoid shot 
obstructions and find your precise window of opportunity. Calibrating it to your 
bow/arrow setup takes only seconds, and ARC Bow mode provides +/l-yard certainty 
at any angle out to 99 yards. Experience the Truth: More clear shots equal more kill shots. 









